
Saturday, April 17, 2021 
Deception 
Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures. James 1:16-18 
 
One final look at James 1:1-18. Be sure that you are not deceived. Think properly about God. He 
is the Father of all creation. He is the giver of every good and perfect gift. He is the One who 
brings us into his family (beloved brothers). He is the One who will never change. He is the One 
who brought us to new life (born again) through the word of truth (the gospel). He is the One who 
is allowing us to reflect his goodness in all the world as a sign of that which is to come. Who do 
you know God to be? Do you know him or know about him? If you are not regularly seeking to 
know him as he has revealed himself in his word, if you are not taking regular time to know him, 
you will be deceived. Most believers are not spending more time knowing God than they are 
knowing the world. This places them in danger of being deceived. It is easy to define a god that 
you want and need if you are not learning who God is and who he has revealed himself to be. So, 
how are you doing in seeking to truly know God so that you are not deceived? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, April 16, 2021 
Temptation 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. James 1:13 
 
Read James 1:1-18 again today, especially focusing on verses 12-15. Also read the account of 
Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:1-13, focusing on verse 6. The journey to completion requires us to 
be steadfast. It requires that we get to a point where we do not waver in our faith. Testing is what 
God uses to help with the process of gaining steadfastness. In fact, there is a blessing offered for 
the person who can endure the testing and remain faithful. It is the blessing of receiving the 
crown of life! The crown here refers to the victor’s crown that would have been given at the end of 
a race. When we experience this testing, we should not think that God is tempting us to sin. That 
is not true. God tempts no one. It is our sin nature and our high degree of autonomy that tempts 
us away from his best for us. What he intends to help us, we are tempted to use to move away 
from him! Notice the progression James gives and notice that he does not include Satan in this. It 
happens in us apart from the input of Satan as well. As you notice the progression, and see how 
it happened to Adam and Eve, think about the way it happens in your own life as well each time 
you choose to sin. Your desire lures you and catches you and drags you into the birth of sin, 
which brings death. You desire that which is opposed to God and you begin to want it. You still 
have not sinned, but you have come dangerously close. You have set the trap for yourself. This is 
not God’s work in you—it is your sinful, selfish, prideful self’s work in you. But remember! If you 
are lacking the power to resist temptations, you can ask for that power and God will give it to 
you!!! You can be steadfast under the trial and grab on to the life of God in you!! 

April 12–17, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

Greetings. 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of 
your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it 
will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of 
the grass he will pass away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its 
flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 
the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. Let no one say when he is 
tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts 
no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire 
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures. James 1:1-18 

The journey to completion is a matter of life and death. 



Tuesday, April 13, 2021 
Perspective 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  James 1:2-4 
Please read James 1:1-18 again today. The first step that James helps us see is that if we are to 
experience completion in our lives, we must have a proper perspective. When trials come into our 
lives, we need to see them through the lens of our Father. He is shaping and molding us. If we 
can gain the proper perspective, we can have joy during trials of various kinds. The original 
audience seems to have been experiencing severe poverty and oppression. James wanted them 
to realize that God was aware of their situation and that he could be trusted. He was really 
working for their good (see verses 16-17). The Lord longs for our faith to grow. He longs for us to 
know his presence in our lives and to rely on his presence. Trials give us a choice to do that. 
Trials take all shapes and forms, and even good things can be trials. There are times when things 
that we consider as good can become idols for us and draw us away from God; we can place our 
faith in things instead of in the presence and power of God in our lives through the Holy Spirit. So, 
how are you viewing the trials in your life? What is your perspective? Do you see them as 
possible ways for your faith in the Lord to grow? Are you joy-filled because of that amazing 
prospect? I know in my life, the hardest things have brought me the most joy in relying on 
Jesus—may you find the same to be true for you! 

Monday, April 12, 2021 
Completion 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  James 1:2-4 
Please read James 1:1-18 today. We will look at this passage in detail this week. To put it in 
context, if you get a chance, please read and/or listen to the whole letter today. There are only 
108 verses in the letter of James. Within those 108 verses, there are more than 50 imperatives! It 
seems like the wisdom literature of the Old Testament, particularly Proverbs, and the teachings of 
Jesus, particularly the Sermon on the Mount, inform what he has to say to his audience. James 
begins his letter with a greeting and then steps right in to helping the scattered tribes know what 
they can do to continue to grow in their faith and endure the suffering they are experiencing. It is 
a fast-paced letter with many one-liners that are easy to remember. The important thing to 
remember, as we look at this letter, is that it is written to believers. James assumes that his 
readers will know that the things he gives as imperatives are not possible apart from the 
indwelling Christ. He is longing for each believer to come to a place of completion, just as God is! 
For James, completion is the restoration of his image to its original beauty in the life of a believer. 
God is working in the lives of his children to bring them to a fullness of completion that is only 
possible by relinquishing self-control and embracing the presence of God. So, how are you doing 
in your journey to completion? Are you seeking to become more and more the man or woman 
that God has designed you to be? 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
Faith 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it 
will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, James 1:5-6a 
 
Please read James 1:1-18 again today, especially focusing on verses 5-8. It is good to keep the 
verses that we look at in context. The word that is here translated as “generously” can also carry 
the meaning of “sincerity” or “singleness of purpose” (as in Ephesians 6:5, where a cognate of the 
original word is used). In these verses (5-8), James is speaking about what to do if we are lacking 
something. He begins with wisdom. At the end of verse 4, he indicates that completeness does 
not lacking anything. Therefore, if we are to be complete, we must ask God to give us that which 
we are lacking, since all good things come from him (16-17). And God will give generously, but 
also with a sincerity and singleness of purpose—to build our faith. So, if we are looking for that 
which we lack, we must also come with sincerity and singleness of purpose. We must not doubt 
that God will give and we must not have a backup plan in case we think he somehow has not—
that would be double-mindedness. If we are to experience completion, we must have the faith 
that God is waiting to give what we are lacking in our ability to live for him. Indeed, that is the only 
way we can live for him. My grandkids love to jump off the coffee table into my arms with the 
complete faith that I will catch them. No doubt in their minds at all! How are you throwing yourself 
into the arms of God, confident that he will catch you, hold you, love you, and empower you to 
experience his presence and his joy? 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 
Goal 
Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower 
of the grass he will pass away. James 1:9-10 
Please read James 1:1-18 again today, especially focusing on verses 9-11. If possible, try to read 
and/or listen to the entire letter again. As I read verses 9-11, the word that comes to my mind is 
“goal.” Whether poor or rich in this world, the goal should remain the same. This world, in its 
current state, will pass away. There will be a new heaven and a new earth. This world and the 
things of this world—like the flowers in the field—will pass away. I think of the Easter lilies that 
were so white and beautiful just days ago—now the blossoms are brown and wilted. They passed 
so quickly. That is the same with the things of this world in our lives. Poverty or plenty will pass 
away—fade away, as verse 12 says. We will fade away. It is why, as believers, we must not allow 
ourselves to feel degraded because of poverty or proud because of plenty. Our goal is not to be 
tied up in what we will lose! The journey to completion does not store up more for the journey 
than necessary, rather it invests in the ultimate goal. The reward that waits for us. Paul speaks of 
that goal in Philippians 3:14. He forgets the things that will be left behind and strains toward the 
goal that is ahead. Are there any ways in which the trappings of this world and the things that will 
be left behind are your goal? What needs to change for you to strain toward the goal that God 
has laid before you? How are the distractions of this world keeping you from the completion God 
has intended for you? 


