
Saturday, April 3, 2021 
Secure? 
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” So they 
went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. Matthew 27:65-66 

The reading for today is Matthew 27:62-66. The body of Jesus is in the tomb. It is the Sabbath. 
There is a silence as to what is happening. Imagine being one of the disciples. You have seen 
the most horrific death possible of your Teacher—Jesus, the Messiah. You do not yet understand 
what this means. All there can be is mourning—and fear. A guard is posted at the tomb so that 
the followers of Jesus will not steal the body. The religious leaders think that is how the words of 
Jesus will be fulfilled. So they make the tomb as secure as they can. It will prove to be not secure 
enough. As I consider the passion week, I am stunned by how hard people had to work to not 
believe in the amazing truth that was right before them. Filled with selfish pride and hated, people 
will work hard to reject the gift of God. He has reached into our world and born the weight of our 
sin so that we can be set free, and yet, most people will work very hard not to believe and not to 
give God the rightful reign over their lives. They will make their hearts as secure as they can 
against letting Jesus in. Pray for those people you know who think they can live without Jesus. 
Pray that their hearts would be softened to his love. 

Sunday—Risen—See You In Church! 
Here are the readings for this day! Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-7;  
Luke 24:1-43; and John 20:1-23. He is risen—He is risen indeed! 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, April 2, 2021 
Sacrifice 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die 
for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Romans 5:6-8 
Readings for today include Matthew 26:47-27:61; Mark 14:43-15:47; Luke 22:47-23:56; and  
John 18:1-19:42. Today at noon we will remember the sacrifice of Jesus in our Good Friday 
service. You may watch it live and afterwards at: calvarycommunity.net/streaming-messages. 
Hosanna—God save. The cry had come from the crowd the Sunday before. Today we remember 
what it was, exactly, that was being requested. For God to save, Jesus must die a sinner’s death. 
Not that he was a sinner—he knew no sin. Yet he became sin for us so that we might become his 
righteousness. As you read the scriptures today, take time to ponder the sacrifice that was made 
so that sin could be atoned for and so that the wrath of God could be appeased. Take time today 
to reflect and respond. If you have never turned from your sin and turned to Jesus to forgive, 
please do that today. Find the priceless gift of forgiveness and freedom from sin’s hold on your 
life. Discover the joy of living in the presence of God. 

March 29–April 4, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

The King is Coming! 
And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he drew 
near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 
saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no 
one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you 
shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” So those who were sent went away and found it just as 
he had told them. And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And they brought it to Jesus, and 
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. And as he rode along, they spread their 
cloaks on the road. As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the 
whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 
him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very 
stones would cry out.” 

 Luke 19:28-44 

Then the Lord will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. On 
that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and 
the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half 
of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. 

 Zechariah 14:3-4 

We wait for a coming King. 



Tuesday, March 30, 2021 
Confrontation 
They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” Matthew 22:21 
Readings for today include Matthew 21:20-25:46; Mark11:20-13:37; and Luke 20:1-21:36. It 
seems like Tuesday was a very busy day in this last week of Jesus’ earthy life. The King is 
claiming his kingdom and he is issuing a challenge to the reigning structures—political, religious, 
and economic. Notice the confrontations as you read the passages above. The religious rulers 
are trying to trap him, but each attempt serves to reveal the truth of the kingdom of God and the 
reign of the true King. It is in these discourses that we learn much about the kingdom Jesus came 
to establish and the future coming that would bring that reign completely. He meets each of their 
“tests” with brilliant insight into the kingdom. The kingdom is where we will fully know what it 
means to be created in the image of God. The kingdom is where we love the Lord with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength and where we love our neighbors as ourselves. It is in the 
kingdom that we live in the reign of the one true King, and we know his presence and his peace. 
Jesus makes it clear that to enter the future realm of the kingdom we must first submit ourselves 
in perfect trust to God’s rule here and now. The religious rulers have not done that. They will miss 
the kingdom. The stage has been set. Their authority has been revealed as less than that of the 
King. The King must be eliminated. Have you prepared yourself to enter the future realm of the 
kingdom? Have you embraced the rule of Jesus in your life in full trust of his presence and his 
loving guidance? 

Monday, March 29, 2021 
Fruit 
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den 
of robbers.”  Matthew 21:13 
Readings for today include Matthew 21:12-19; Mark 11:12-18; and Luke 19:45-48. Mark tells us 
that Jesus went to the temple on Sunday, observed what was happening, and then went back on 
Monday to clear the area of those who were misusing the house of the Lord. This follows his 
weeping over Jerusalem on Sunday. It follows his cursing of the fig tree as well. His cursing of 
the fig tree symbolizes the judgement that would come from God upon a nation that has the 
appearance of life but does not bear fruit. In some ways, that is a description of the temple as 
Jesus enters it. It is busy. Passover has caused many travelers to need sacrifice and temple 
currency so there would have been a great sense of excitement from those who had come from 
far and wide to worship. They would be seeking to be pure and ready to worship God, but there 
were others who were seeking to profit from this need. They were exploiting the need for their 
own purposes and keeping people from worshiping god freely. There was the appearance of life, 
but the absence of fruit. Jesus addressed it forcefully. Jesus came so that the presence of God 
could be known. People could know what it was like to be in the presence of God because of the 
coming of Jesus. Those who should have been opening wide way to the presence of God were 
prohibiting people from entering. Jesus corrected the situation. Do you have the appearance of 
life without bearing fruit? Are you seeking to be constantly in the presence of God and aware of 
his presence in your life? Without the presence of God in your life, you cannot know his love. 

Wednesday, March 31, 2021 
Plotting 
It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief 
priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him. Mark 14:1 
Readings for today include Matthew 26:3-5; Mark 14:1-2; and Luke 21:37-22:2. While we are not 
completely certain of what was happening on Wednesday, it seems that Jesus continued to 
teach, and more and more people were listening—except for those who were trying to silence 
him. They were plotting his demise, not realizing that their plans would be what would allow 
Jesus to be victorious. As you go through this day, consider the voices that are trying to silence 
the truth of the kingdom and our matchless King. The pretender prince (Satan) is still seeking to 
devour the people of this world and denounce the name of Jesus. He is still seeking to acquire 
the worship that is due to God alone. He is sinister and those who worship him are influenced by 
his deception. Do not minimize the impact of this plotting against our King. Examine your heart 
carefully to see if you have been impacted in any way by this thought process, and renew your 
mind by focusing daily—early in the morning—on the teachings of our great Savior and King 
(Luke 21:37-38). 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 
Intimacy 
And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them,  
“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. Luke 22:14-15 
Readings today include Matthew 26:17-46; Mark 14:12-42; Luke 22:7-46; and John 13:1-17:26. 
The Passover meal is prepared, and Jesus goes to eat the meal with his disciples. It is a special 
moment, and the texts allow us to see a very intimate communication between the Teacher and 
his followers. John, especially, allows us to see the final words that the Savior will share with 
those who have traveled with him—those whom he has loved. He has told them what is to come. 
They have not understood. He knows what is to come. He is ready. At the first Passover, it was a 
forward look. All those that followed were a look back in celebration of the Lord’s deliverance. It 
was and is a sacred meal for the Jewish people. It was for Jesus and his followers as well. Jesus 
would give new meaning to the Passover. He is the one true Passover Lamb. He is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world. His blood would be shed, and his blood would allow for 
death to pass over everyone who would trust in him and his sacrifice for their salvation from the 
wrath of God. Just as the Israelites were saved from death by the blood of a sacrificed lamb, so 
also will those who trust in Jesus be saved from the death that sin has earned. He earnestly 
desired to eat this Passover with those closest to him. The rest of the evening would be the words 
of a loving God spoken intimately into the hearts of his followers. As you go through this day, 
consider the sacrifice of Jesus for your sin and praise God that because of Jesus’ sacrifice you 
can be saved. Read the words of John’s account of the last teachings and think of them as the 
words of a loving God spoken into your heart. Do not just read these words, let them read you. 


