
Saturday, March 27, 2021 
Please read Mark 10:17-22 and compare it with the same story in Matthew 19:16
-22. Do you see a difference? In the Mark account, Jesus “loved” the young man, 
despite the man loving his possessions. Now recall the parable and the wicked 
servant. How did he view his master? He did not love him. That is the heart of 
stewardship. Our stewardship is a measure of our love for and trust in God, our 
Master. Each day is a new opportunity to love God, love others, and use 
possessions as stewards. Stewardship is a matter of the heart. A.W. Tozer wrote 
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important 
thing about us.” Take five minutes to write a list of God’s blessings in your life 
(remember relationships). Then take that list to God in prayer and ask Him how 
you might be a better steward of these. Then act on what you hear. 

Friday, March 26, 2021 
The last area of relationship to be stewarded is our relationship with the material 
aspects of life. This includes our personal belongings, what we share in 
community, and the environment in which we live. Do you remember the parable 
of the talents? None of those talents belonged to the servants, just as things do 
not belong to us. A familiar teaching of Jesus deals with serving God versus 
serving money (Matt 6:24). These words force us to decide who or what is our 
boss. Please read Matthew 19:16-22. We see two things here. First, the young 
man loves his possessions more than he loves God. But there’s more. The 
young man asks Jesus what he must “do,” but Jesus tells him what he must “be.” 
Could Jesus make it any plainer? God owns it all. Take a few moments to reflect 
on how you use your possessions. 
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March 22 - 27, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

What Is a Disciple? 

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his 
property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 
But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 
Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one talent came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, 
you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You 
knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was 
my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to 
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. 
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ Matthew 25:14-30 ESV 

A disciple is a careful steward. 
Stewardship is managing God’s blessings for God’s glory. 



Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
Francois Fenelon was a 17th century French archbishop who ran afoul of Pope 
Innocent XII for “having loved God too much, and man too little.” He was 
influenced by such luminaries as Madame Guyon, noted French Roman Catholic 
writer. Fenelon wrote, “God has little patience with those weak souls who say to 
themselves, ‘I shall go this far and no farther.’ Is it up to the creature to make the 
law for his Creator? What would a king say of a subject, or a master of a servant, 
who only served him in his own way, who feared to care too much for his 
interests, and who was embarrassed in public because of belonging to him? 
What will the King say to us if we act like these cowardly servants?” Spend time 
in prayer today asking God if you are serving Him “this far and no farther.” 

Monday, March 22, 2021 
Stewards in the Bible were servants who managed a household’s affairs for the 
head of the family, doing such things as delegating, disciplining, and being 
accountable. Please read Genesis 1:27-28. How does “subdue it and have 
dominion over… ” indicate stewardship? Please read Revelation 22:12-13. How 
does this fit with accountability? We see three principles: it all belongs to God, we 
are to be His stewards (not owners), and there will be an audit. Now Matthew 
25:14-30. Here is Jesus’ teaching on stewardship. A good summary is: 
“Stewardship is managing God’s blessings for God’s glory.” 

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
Big Idea of stewardship: Being a careful steward is all about relationships; it’s a 
matter of the heart. There are three relationship areas that encompass our call to 
Christian stewardship. The first is our relationship with God. Please read 
Matthew 22:36-38. If you are not yet born again, you can begin that relationship 
by admitting to God that you are a sinner and asking for forgiveness, believing 
Jesus died on the cross that your sins could be forgiven, and asking Jesus to 
come take control of your life (ABC). This a heart (God’s)-to-heart (yours) matter. 
To “steward” this relationship, we are expected to follow Jesus and become His 
devoted disciple. Discipleship is a lifestyle involving time with God, surrendering 
to His will, trusting Him, worshipping Him, and pursuing holiness. Reflect on how 
you are pursuing these things. 

Thursday, March 25, 2021 
The second area of relationship to be stewarded is our relationships with others – 
family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, etc. Jesus tells us how to prioritize these in 
Matthew 22:39-40. A good general rule is what we call The Golden Rule 
(Matthew 7:12). The last six of the Ten Commandments give us some specifics. 
Take time today to read Matthew 5 -7, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. It is filled 
with vital guidance. Jesus knew that His mission was to seek and save the lost, 
and He wants us to join Him in that (Matthew 28:19-20). Spend time talking with 
God about how you are handling these relationships. 


