
Saturday, March 20, 2021 
Genuine love 
But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our 
love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a command, but to 
prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 2 Corinthians 8:7-8 

The grace of God moving in a Christ-follower will bring biblical generosity. That generosity will 
prove that your love is genuine. It is the earnestness of those who are genuine that reveals the 
love of God as being genuine. If we say we love God and do not show that by loving others, we 
are not speaking truth. Generosity shows love for others. It shows God’s love. It shows that our 
love is genuine. That is an act of grace. Only by God can I show God’s love. Only by God’s move 
in my life can my love be genuine. My love is always looking for something in return. In that way, 
it is counterfeit. Generously living generously reveals God to the world and allows his kingdom to 
be built. So, I urge you to excel in this. Excel in this act of grace. Seek to live the generous life 
that God has designed for you to live, embracing the genuineness of his love and extending the 
genuineness of yours. 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, March 19, 2021 
Future 
… thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of that which is truly life. 1 Timothy 1:19 

Please read 1 Timothy 6 today. Also read Matthew 6:19-21. These passages let us consider 
where our hearts are. Jesus says that our hearts follow our treasure. If we are storing treasure for 
ourselves in heaven our hearts will be focused on God. In so doing, we will take hold of abundant 
living. This is the economy of the kingdom of God. Giving away generously allows you to receive 
the blessings of the future because you are focusing on the currency of heaven. Randy Alcorn 
uses the illustration of confederacy currency at the close of the Civil War. If you were part of the 
confederacy and had confederate currency, and you knew that in a short while it would have no 
value and that union currency would, you would offload your confederate currency and 
accumulate union currency. In a way, that is what biblical generosity is all about. It is about 
cashing in earthly currency for heavenly currency! It is choosing to allow the Lord to show you 
where best to invest the riches of time, talent, relationships, and resources that he has entrusted 
to you so that they will have an impact for the kingdom. That will allow you to store up for yourself 
treasures in heaven. Biblical generosity positions you for your future. How are you cashing in the 
resources of this earth so that they will have eternal significance? 

March 15 - 20, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

What Is a Disciple? 

Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with 
the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in 
the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in 
Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. Not that I 
am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. 
I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I 
have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant 
offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all 
your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and 
Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Philippians 4:15-20 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

A disciple is generous. 



Tuesday, March 16, 2021 
Generous King 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9 

In addition to this verse, please read Philippians 2:5-11 and John 3:16 today. If you have trusted 
in Jesus as your Lord and Savior—if you have been born again—you serve an amazing King. 
Prior to knowing Jesus in a salvific way, your master was sin. Now, your master is the King of all 
kings and the Lord of all lords. As you serve this amazing King, as you follow him, you become 
ever more like him. Your life changes and you begin to reflect him in all you do and say. Your 
words and your deeds make him known in your life. It is exciting to watch this transformation take 
place in the lives of followers of Jesus. One of the major ways that new life is revealed is in 
generosity. Paul makes it clear when he speaks to the church in Corinth that our King is a 
generous king. He became poor so that we might become rich. The Father is generous as well. 
He so loved the world that he gave his Son. This is amazing generosity. Consider all that Jesus 
gave so that we might be saved, as you read Philippians 2:5-11. Do not gloss over this. Ponder 
the generosity of the King. He is the example of selfless and abundant giving for the building of 
the kingdom—the salvation of men and women, boys and girls. We who follow him must have 
that same heart and lifestyle of generosity. We need to be ready to be poor so that others may 
find the richness of walking with the Master. Do you see the generosity of your King? How does 
that impact your life? Begin to think of what it means to be concerned about those who are poor—
those who do not know Jesus, no matter what their financial situation. What are you willing to give 
so that they might know how to become rich? 

Monday, March 15, 2021 
Credit  
… for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. 
Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. 
 Philippians 4:16-17 

Please read though Philippians chapter four today. The Philippians have partnered with Paul in 
the matter of giving and receiving. Paul is expressing his appreciation. In this passage we learn a 
bit about generosity. Generosity is a lifestyle. Notice that they gave again and again. Also, they 
were looking for a way to give—they were concerned but had no way to show it (4:10). 
Generosity is a lifestyle that looks for ways to give and looks for opportunities to show that 
generosity and that concern. We are talking about concern for the kingdom of God being built and 
being strong. Generosity is the virtue of giving things to others freely and abundantly. It means 
being liberal with my stuff and looking for ways to freely give it to others. This includes my time, 
my talents, and my resources. When it comes to biblical generosity, it means giving of these 
things so that the kingdom of God may be built—so that the gospel may be known. It is all about 
the gospel. As we are generous with our stuff, we can make an impact on this world for the 
gospel. Paul makes it clear that as we are generous in this way, we will be getting a credit to our 
account. This is our account in the future. Paul tells the Philippians that the importance is not on 
the giving, but on the perspective. We must keep our efforts and our generosity focused on the 
kingdom of God. What kind of credit is your account gaining from your lifestyle and attitude 
toward generosity? 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
Grace 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches 
of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.   2 Corinthians 8:1-2 

Please read 2 Corinthians 8-9 today. Notice how many times the word grace is found in these 
chapters. Truthfully, we can be generous only because of the grace of God. It is not that this is 
something that we are to do as much as it is that we have been, by God’s grace, transformed into 
generosity! It is a gift that is from God. It is his power and his grace that allows for unbelievable 
generosity. That is what we see in the illustration that he uses for the Corinthian church. To a 
group of people who were more than likely financially secure, he writes about a group of people 
who were in a state of severe test of affliction and extreme poverty, who basically begged for the 
opportunity to give! This does not happen naturally; this is a supernatural move of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of a Christ-follower. The church in Corinth will have a chance to respond as well, but the 
example of the church in Philippi is stunning. It is a credit to their submission to the Lord in their 
lives. Choosing to live generously is an indicator of submission to the grace of God and his love 
and control in your life. How are you seeing yourself stirred to be generous? Do you notice that as 
you walk more closely with the Lord you are less focused on getting and more focused on giving? 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
First 
… and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of 
God to us. 2 Corinthians 8:5 
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 
 1 Timothy 6:17 

Reading through 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 allows us to consider generosity. It is not just about 
money. Money is an indicator of deeper things. The church in Philippi gave themselves to the 
Lord first. There is an order of things. Priorities make a difference! Jesus said to seek the 
kingdom of God first. Paul tells Timothy to teach that hope needs to be set on God as the 
provider of all we have. How you view the things that you have is an indicator of what is first in 
your life. Paul said that the people gave because the will of God had moved in their hearts. Giving 
yourself to the Lord first allows his will to control your attitudes and your actions. Far too many 
followers of Jesus are setting their hopes in the uncertainty of the riches of this realm. It is not 
new. It has been happening since the Fall of mankind. Yet we need to realize that the resources 
that have been entrusted to us are not for our security. They are given to us so that we can give 
them away generously. This is not saying that we should not be prudent, but it is saying that we 
need to have a right attitude toward that which we have. We live in a day and time that is quite 
affluent. We are rich by many standards. How are we finding our enjoyment in the temporary 
instead of the eternal? If you seek carefully to give yourself to the Lord first, what will he lay on 
your heart to give by his will? Where will he direct you to be generous? 


