
Saturday, February 27, 2021 
Together  
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
 2 Corinthians 6:1 

It is possible to receive the grace of God in vain. Paul urges his readers not to receive God’s 
grace in vain. To receive God’s grace in vain is to take hold of it and do nothing with it. I know far 
too many people who say they are followers of Jesus who do not have any indication of it in their 
lives. They are still living in sin choices that are harmful. They are still of this world. They have not 
taken hold of the power within them to have their lives changed. They are living in light of the 
moment and not with the perspective of eternity. The grace of God is not just something to add to 
all the other things in your life. If you choose that you are nullifying the grace of God. His grace is 
given to his followers so that they can live for him. Read very carefully 2 Corinthians 5:15 and he 
[Jesus] died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for 
their sake died and was raised. 

Ponder this today. Really seek the Lord in this. He died for your sake so that you could live for 
him, so that you could work together with him. Followers of Jesus need to get serious about this. 
Are there any ways you have received the grace of God in vain? Is there any way that you are 
taking it for granted? Are you seeking to be fully devoted to following 
Jesus—no turning back? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, February 26, 2021 
Become 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” Galatians 3:13 

Jesus was not just our representative as he died on the cross; he was our substitute. Jesus was 
without sin (John 14:30; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5), yet he died the death of a 
sinner. He became a curse for us so that we could become the righteousness of God. This is not 
that we simply have the righteousness of God, we become his righteousness as a result of being 
in Christ (see 1 Corinthians 1:30). Jesus was the perfect and spotless sacrifice for our sins. When 
he was made sin for our sake it means that he died a sinner’s death. He was treated as a sinner 
in his death by God. Jesus experienced the consequences for mankind’s sin. He was treated as a 
sinner in his death. In that way he became sin for us. In Christ, God will treat us as righteous, 
and, in that way, we become his very righteousness! Jesus did this for our sake. He bore the 
weight of our sin as a substitute so that we could bear the weight of his righteousness. 
Remember that his burden is light (Matthew 11:28-30)!! You can be free from the burden of sin 
and bear instead the righteousness of God. What is the burden you are carrying? How heavy is 
your load? What do you need to do to take hold of the righteousness of God? How will that 
change your day today? 

February 22 - 27, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

What Is a Disciple? 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. 
 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. 
 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. 
 2 Corinthians 5:16-6:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A disciple is a new creation. 



Tuesday, February 23, 2021 
New 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.  2 Corinthians 5:17 

Perhaps you are familiar with this verse. It is one that is spoken many times and many people 
have it memorized. What does it mean to be “a new creation”? What does it mean to be “in 
Christ”? To be in Christ is to be faultless before a holy God. Romans 5:12-21 teaches us that we 
stand before God either in Adam (as sinners worthy of death) or in Christ (as his very 
righteousness). To be in Christ is to come to a point where you know and understand that the sin 
in your life has earned you separation from God and that only through the sacrifice of Jesus are 
you able to be forgiven for those sins—but it is more. It is realizing that there must be a turn from 
those sins. The power of the gospel is not just that you get to live eternally, it is that you have the 
power to live in recognition of God’s sovereignty in your life right now. You get to obey him. You 
get to have him as your master. The old way of thinking that you are in control is gone—the new 
way of allowing God control of your life has come—if indeed you are truly a follower of Jesus. To 
be in Christ is to have a new standing before God. You no longer stand before him as guilty in 
Adam, rather you stand before him as faultless in Christ. The sin of Adam which has been 
imputed to you has been replaced by the righteousness of Christ which has been imputed to you. 
You are indeed a new creation waiting for the culmination of the new life when our Savior returns 
to make all things new! Are you truly in Christ? How are you living out your life as a new creation? 

Monday, February 22, 2021 
Regard 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 
Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 2 Corinthians 5:16 

Please read though 2 Corinthians 4 and 5 today to gain context for the passage we will be 
looking at together this week. If you have time, read or listen to the whole letter to the Corinth 
church. Paul has just stated that the love of Christ is what should compel or control us. As born-
again disciples of Christ, we are moved by the love of Christ in our lives. His love has so 
impacted us that it impacts everything about us. It especially impacts how we see people and 
how we see Christ. We no longer see them according to the flesh (or “a worldly point of view” as 
in NIV). We have a new vantage point from which to view people and Christ. We have an eternal 
perspective. We have been born of the Spirit and so we are spiritually alive. That gives us a 
different mindset toward all that we see. A humanist view of the world sees man as the center of 
all things, autonomous from God. This view gives man no meaning for existence. A biblical 
worldview sees God as the center of all there is and sees man and nature in their proper place in 
his creation—and in the new creation that is to come. Humanism has brought about a strong 
sense of individualism that is not found in a truly devoted follower of Jesus. The worldly point of 
view is not how we view people. We view them as God has shown us—that each is made in the 
image of God. This is the meaning for mankind. How do you regard the people you meet each 
day? How do you engage with them? Do you regard them as eternal beings created in the image 
of God for relationship with him? How does that impact how you treat others? 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 
Reconciliation  
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

I remember hearing this passage taught when I was young. Even later in my life when teachers 
and preachers would talk about this passage all I would hear was the word “reconciliation.” It was 
confusing to me, since I never really understood what the word meant. Yet it is a key teaching to 
understand what it means to be in Christ. Paul is saying that he had been entrusted with the 
message of reconciliation. We too have been entrusted with this powerful message. In fact, to be 
a new creation means that you have been entrusted with this new message. It is not that the 
message is new, it is that it is new to you. Whatever message you have been sending in your life 
before becoming a disciple, you now have a new message to proclaim—one that God has 
entrusted to you. It is the message of reconciliation. The word “trespasses” means “intentional 
sins.” God, in Christ, is able to not count our intentional sins against us. He can reconcile us to 
himself. It is not that we can reconcile to God but that he reconciles us to him. It all depends on 
God. He reached into a world that was hostile toward him and made a way for a right relationship 
with him to be restored in Christ—that is reconciliation. This reconciliation is possible for all, but 
only effective for those who repent of sin and follow Jesus. How are you doing with the message 
that has been entrusted to you? How is your life different because you are no longer hostile 
toward God but are in a restored relationship with him? 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 
Ambassador 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  2 Corinthians 5:20 

Simply speaking, an ambassador is one who is sent to represent another. Many times, an 
ambassador is sent to bring a message that is intended to bring an end to hostility. An 
ambassador does not speak for themselves; rather, they bring the message with which they have 
been sent. We tend to pull ambassadors out of dangerous situations, but God sends his 
ambassadors into dangerous situations with a message of real peace, real hope, real love, real 
life, real freedom, and real power. In the world into which his ambassadors are sent, people are 
hostile toward him—that has not changed. They live in a world controlled by a pretender prince 
who traps them into the illusion of love and peace. But, in actuality, they are trapped in a world 
that is opposed to God and all that he longs to bring into their lives. God is not seen, yet he is 
manifested in the life a a truly devoted follower of Jesus. In that way, God makes his appeal 
through us. He appeals to the world to seek the reconciliation which he offers. But Paul is quick to 
remind the Corinth church that for the message to have power to reach others it must first change 
them. They must be reconciled to God. Paul is speaking to Christians here, so it is not the initial 
reconciliation that he is speaking of. Rather, it is the ongoing repentant life that dies to self and 
lives to Christ that experiences the reconciliation in ever greater degrees. Are you seeking full 
reconciliation with God? How is that stirring you to take the message of that reconciliation to a 
hostile world as an ambassador of the King? 


