
Saturday, February 20, 2021 
Liar 
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has 
not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 1 John 4:19-21 

John learned this new command in the upper room on the night Jesus was betrayed  
(John 13:34-35). The way that people know you are a disciple of Christ is by the way you love one 
another. Calvin said, “It is a false boast when anyone says that he loves God but neglects His 
image which is before his eyes.” In fact, if one says they love God and does not love their brother, 
they are a liar. Three times in this letter, John tells us that people who say they believe one thing 
and act another way are liars. If you say you know him and do not keep his commands—liar (2:4). 
If you say you have the Father, if you say you love God, but you deny that Jesus is the Christ—liar 
(2:22-23). And here, if you say you love God, but you do not love your brother—liar. These are 
strong words, especially from one who is trying to express what it means to love God. God sent 
Jesus so that people could be saved. He saved you so that you could make his love known, as 
well as how to embrace that love and how to find new life in Christ. He came so that we could 
know his love and so that we could be his disciples—following him closely 
and totally devoted to him. So much so that our love for him and our 
knowing his love for us would pour out into the lives of others. That is how 
the world will know that Jesus is who he says he is. Liars do not reveal the 
truth. Is your life a genuine, truthful expression of the love of God? Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, February 19, 2021 
Fear 

In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
 1 John 4:17-18 

There is plenty of fear going around these days. A pandemic, a change in governance, an 
uncertainty of the immediate future—all of these things can cause fear. Yet fear can be driven 
away by love. Knowing the love of God means knowing his presence in your life in the Person of 
the Spirit. Knowing that God is in you allows you to have great confidence in your secure future. 
There is a coming end of this age. Those who know the love of God, as John has described, can 
be assured of a future with him and do not need to fear judgment. We have that confidence. It 
allows us to see the things of this age in which we live through different eyes. If we live in fear of 
an unknown future, then we do not know the love of God. He sent his Son so that we might be 
spared from that coming judgment. But more than that, as we rely on the love of God, we will 
extend his love to others. We do not need to fear loving others. We do not need to fear forgiving 
others. We do not need to fear the things of this age. We are citizens of the kingdom of Heaven. 
We do not fear punishment, because we are not condemned. Jesus has paid the price for our sin. 
Consider that truth today. What are your fears? How can you drive fear out of your life by the 
complete love dwelling in you? How can that freedom allow you to love others who are still 
trapped in their fear? 

February 15 - 20, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

What Is a Disciple? 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. We know 
that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love 
God has for us.  

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  

In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has 
not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.  
 1 John 4:7-21 (NIV 1984) 

 

A disciple knows love. 



Tuesday, February 16, 2021 
Showed 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:9-10 

God showed his love to us in sending Jesus. This is the demonstration of his love. Our sin earned 
his wrath. Our sin separated us from him. There was no way for us to be made right in our own 
efforts. We could not even love God. Our sin nature sees him as a tyrannical dictator who is 
constantly saying no to the things we want to do. So, we design a God who will allow for our sin 
and still love us and not hold us accountable. That is not God. Rather God is holy and just. He 
requires holiness from us. It is a holiness we cannot bring to him in our own efforts. Each of us 
sin. Each of us fall far short of his glory and the right to be in his presence. We have earned his 
wrath, and that wrath must be appeased for us to be in his presence and to know his love. By his 
decree, the wage that was due for our sin was and is death. Death is the price of sin. Yet, even 
our own death cannot pay the price for our sin to allow for forgiveness. So, God, in his love, paid 
the price himself so that his own wrath could be appeased. Jesus became the propitiation—the 
atoning sacrifice—for our sins. His death is able to appease the wrath of God and it is the basis 
for our salvation. His love is shown to us in a superlative way. Taking hold of God and his love is 
only possible though repentance and exchange. A turning from your sin and an exchange of your 
sin-filled life and desires for his life and his desires. It is then that you begin to truly live—through 
him—the One who loves you enough to die for you. Have you repented and exchanged your life? 
How has it impacted your daily life to be made new? 

Monday, February 15, 2021 
Love 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  
 1 John 4:7-8 

Please read though or listen to 1 John today as you get a chance. When asked what the greatest 
commandment was, Jesus said, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:30-31). John expands on that 
here, indicating that if one does not love God then one does not know God. In fact, if one does 
not love, then one does not know God. To know God is to know love. It could also be said that to 
know about God is to know about love—to look in from the outside through a distorted glass. To 
know God and his love is to know him as he truly is and to know love as it truly is. There is a 
great distortion of what love is in our current setting. Love is defined by humans in their terms and 
then God is defined according to these terms. This is the reverse order. We begin by coming to 
God on his terms and knowing him through his revealed self in the Word. Then we can know how 
love expresses itself. God is the source of love. Love comes from him. Only though a life given 
over to him are we able to know this love, know God, and express his love in our lives. Do you 
know God? Or do you know about God? Have you truly submitted yourself to him so that you can 
know him fully and fully know love? 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
Another 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
 1 John 4:11-12 

Please read or listen 1 John again today to get a real sense of the understanding John has of the 
love of God. It is overwhelming. I believe that it comes from his understanding of the love of 
Jesus. This apparently came to him as he walked with the Savior, and is especially seen in his 
account of what Jesus taught on the night he was betrayed (John 13-17). He spent the rest of his 
life telling people of the love of God and how to live in that love. To know the love of God is to 
know how to love another. If you have been born again, it is because you understand the price 
that was paid for your freedom. You know the love of God if you have been truly saved. If you do 
not know that love, then you may want to spend some careful time in prayer and in 1 John. 
Knowing the depth of his love for us allows us to know that he has that depth of love for every 
single person he has made. Each of them has been made in his image and is worthy of dignity. 
He loves each of them, and as we know his love, we will love them as well—the way he loves 
them and the way he loves us. As we do that, his very love reaches a completeness as it flows 
through us. Consider the people you know. Are there any of them that you do not love? This is 
not about blind acceptance of sin; rather, it is a question of whether the love of God is flowing 
through you. Can you love them with God’s love? There may be someone toward whom your 
attitude needs to change. If so, seek to know God’s love in deeper ways by knowing him and his 
love in your life, so that his love can pour through you to others. 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 
Rely 
We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
him. 1 John 4:13-16 
In the verses we are looking at today, we see that importance is placed on living or abiding. 
Notice that three times in these verses, John speaks of living in God and God living in us. The 
Hoy Spirit is how we know this. If you have the Spirit, you can know that God lives in you and 
therefore you live in God—you abide in him, which allows you to rely on him and his love. Jesus 
has come to be the Savior of the world. If you have the Spirit, you are able to acknowledge that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and, as such, is God. If you have the Spirit, you will live in love. This is a 
very important point to understand. There are many who think that they have had a saving 
encounter with God, but they have never acknowledged that Jesus is Lord of their life. These 
three verses are about assurance of salvation, as part of the whole letter which is written for that 
purpose (1 John 5:13). If you have the Spirit, if you fully admit that Jesus is the Son of God (and 
therefore has authority in your life), if you live in God and if God lives in you, if you know and rely 
(depend, trust) on the love of God, then you have eternal life. These are the indicators of a 
disciple of Jesus. So, look carefully at these verses. Do you see these things in yourself? Are you 
living in God and is God living in you? Do you have the Spirit? How is your life different because 
of these truths? 


