
Saturday, February 13, 2021 
With you 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Matthew 28:20b 
There is great comfort in knowing that Jesus is with us. It is not as if he has sent us out with these 
commands alone. He has sent us into the world with his presence in us. Ponder the fact that 
Jesus is with you. Really think about that today. It means that there is never a moment in your 
day that he is not right there with you. He is involved in every moment of your day and present in 
every encounter you have. What difference does that make in your life? How can striving to be 
more aware of the presence of Jesus change the way you spend your moments? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, February 12, 2021 
Teaching 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
 Matthew 28:19-20a 

Beyond baptism is teaching. It is not that teaching comes only after baptism, for teaching is 
necessary for one to be saved so that they can be baptized! Rather, it is that baptism is a one-
time event whereas teaching is ongoing. To “observe” is to “keep.” We are to teach others to 
keep the commands of Jesus—all of them! That can seem overwhelming and the truth is that 
many times this can become legalistic. That is not what this is about. It is not that we need to 
keep the commands to earn the favor of God. Disciples learn. It is what they do. They learn from 
Jesus (See Matthew 11:29) and in so doing, learn that the yoke is easy, and the burden is light, 
because we learn who he is. The reason we teach and the reason we learn to keep the 
commands of Jesus is so that we can experience the freedom that comes from living the life he 
empowers us to live in his presence. It is stepping out of the burdens of the old life into the joy of 
the new life! There is excitement that comes from learning what Jesus has for you and then there 
is the joy of living out that amazing life of obedience that is fueled by his love for you and yours 
for him. So, is there someone you are learning from and is there someone you are teaching? 

February 8 - 13, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

What Is a Disciple? 

 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A disciple is obedient. 



Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
Authority 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
 Matthew 28:18 

This statement of Jesus is not new. He made it clear that he had authority before the resurrection 
(Matthew 11:27). Philippians 2:5-11 declares that Jesus has all authority and that every knee will 
bow before him. As Jesus prepares them to carry on the work that he began, he lets them know 
that he has the authority over them. He has authority over every spiritual power. He has authority 
over everything on earth—all that has been created. That means he has the authority over every 
person ever made. He has all authority. This would soon give them the boldness they would need 
to stand up for his message and his truth. They would be going out in his authority. But they 
would be going out under his authority as well. To realize that there is authority is to realize that 
you must submit. We are influenced by a culture of humanism and materialism. It has caused us 
to rebel against the thought of what authority means. When Satan approached Adam and Eve, he 
caused them to distrust God. Pride rebels against authority. Because we have been so influenced 
by our sin nature and our culture, we do not submit to the authority of Jesus. We disobey. We are 
not totally devoted to him. We do not recognize that he is sovereign over all our lives. That 
rebellion pulls us away from him. Submission draws us near. Consider today what it means that 
one day you will bow before Jesus. Seek your heart for the places that you are not choosing to 
submit and repent so that you may draw near to him and live in his power! 

Monday, February 8, 2021 
Doubted 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And 
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. Matthew 28:16-17 
The end of Matthew gives us a beautiful glimpse into the words of Jesus after his resurrection, as 
he meets with his disciples in the region of Galilee. The disciples had apparently been called to go 
to a mountain at Jesus’ direction. They knew Galilee well. It was their home, the place where they 
had met Jesus and responded to the call to follow him. It is possible that this mount is the one 
where the sermon had been given. It probably overlooked the Sea of Galilee. Jesus is alive. It 
seems this account is near the end of his earthly appearances, probably near the end of the 40 
days between the resurrection and the ascension (which would be from the Mount of Olives). So, 
they go to this mountain, see Jesus, and worship him—but some doubted. What could this mean? 
It is true that we do not exactly know. Verse 18 starts by saying that “Jesus came and said to them”. 
This seems to indicate that when they first saw him, he was at a distance. Each of the disciples had 
seen the resurrected Jesus and believed. But I imagine it still took a little bit of getting used to. 
Recall that when he was cooking fish on the beach, only John recognized him (John 21:7). It is 
possible that some of the eleven did not recognize him until he drew near to them and began to 
speak. They did not yet have the Holy Spirit to fully understand all that was happening. As he draws 
near, and as he speaks, they know him. They are ready to hear what he has to say. Are there any 
ways in which you doubt Jesus? Have you allowed him to draw near to you so that you can know 
and not doubt? Like John, are you one who is identified by Jesus’ love for you so that you know him 
without doubt? Is your worship undistracted? How does doubt keep you from obedience? 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
Go 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
 Matthew 28:19-20a 

The next three days, we will look at this command of Jesus that immediately follows his declaration 
of authority. The word “therefore” helps us see that since Jesus has authority, he can tell us to go. It 
is true that this is being spoken to a group of people on a hillside in Galilee, but we can realize that 
we are the product of their obedience—and the obedience of countless disciples since that day—to 
this command. In that, we are completing the ending to the book of Matthew, as we take the baton 
and continue in their footsteps. Essentially, what this means is that as we go, we should be making 
disciples. Dr. H. A. Ironside says, “One of the first evidences of a genuine conversion to Christ is 
the desire to make Him known to others.” An obedient disciple is looking to tell others the good 
news of the gospel of Jesus. Jesus has made himself know to his own so that they can go and 
make him known in the world. Because of his authority, we can go with boldness to declare his 
truth. It is true that the message is marginalized and that we have been told we are not allowed to 
talk about him in certain places, but he has told us that as we go through our day and through our 
life, we should make his truth known. We are not responsible for how the message is received; we 
are responsible to deliver it! We have the best news. It has been entrusted to us. We have been 
given the command and authority to share the news. Spend some time thinking about this today. 
How can we get enthused about sharing our faith? What are the roadblocks? Who is someone you 
could tell today as you go along the way? Pray that God will give you boldness! 

Thursday, February 11, 2021 
Baptizing 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
 Matthew 28:19-20a 

As we go, we are to be making disciples. This means helping people understand what it means to 
be devoted to Jesus. Salvation involves repentance—turning—from what was to something new. 
The old is gone and the new has come. A person who has been saved has become a brand-new 
creation in Christ. At the time of the early church, the first step in that new life was baptism (Acts 
2:41), following this command of Jesus. Notice that Jesus commanded people to be baptized in 
(or into) the name (singular) of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. There is much to understand 
here. First, this is one of the verses that speaks to the Trinity—God in three persons. The Father 
initiates salvation, the Son secures our salvation, and the Spirit seals our salvation. Baptism is a 
one-time event that is a sign of the new life found in Christ. It is a public declaration that a person 
intends to follow Jesus. It is also a uniting with the visible body of Christ—the Church. In that way, 
it is a baptism into fellowship. It is an outward declaration of an inward reality. As we read the 
New Testament, we see that there is no such thing as an unbaptized believer. This was such a 
part of the conversion experience that each person had this in common—as Jesus had 
commanded them. If you are a believer, have you been baptized? Have you declared that you 
are not the person you used to be—that you have devoted your life to Jesus? If not, may I urge 
you to consider being baptized? 


