
Saturday, January 30, 2021 
 

Fishers of Men 

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”  
 Mark 1:17 

When Jesus called these first disciples to follow him, he made it clear it was for a greater 
purpose. Following Jesus draws you to be about what he is about. He is about fishing for people! 
He came to seek and save that which was lost. While this verse recalls the first words recorded 
that Jesus spoke to these men, there are also some verses that come at the end of his time with 
them that bring greater clarity to what Jesus meant by becoming fishers of men. Matthew 28:18-
20, Jesus calls his disciples—his followers—to make disciples. To follow Jesus is to become a 
fisher of people. You look for ways that you can represent Jesus’ teachings to others. You learn 
so that you can teach. You live so that you can be a model for others of how to live. You seek to 
mentor and to be mentored. You look for ways to help others come to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus so that they can find that they too can truly live as they follow the Master unencumbered  
by self-preservation. A follower of Jesus makes disciples. It is that clear. So, as a follower of 
Jesus, are you making disciples? How are you fishing for people? Who are you teaching or 
mentoring? Who is teaching or mentoring you? How are you seeking to make Jesus known as 
you live your life? Seek the Lord today for how you can make him known 
as you follow him! 

 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, January 29, 2021 
 

Surpassing Greatness 

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through 

faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and 

the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in 

his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.    

             Philippians 3:7-11 

Paul knew what it meant to be a follower of Jesus. Please read the above verses carefully in light 
of the things we have considered about following Jesus this week. I really have nothing to add to 
what he has said. Read the words and let them wash over you. Let Scripture read you. Is this 
something that you can say? Are you ready to consider everything a loss compared to the 
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus your Lord? Are you truly following him? Have you 
found the joy and fulfillment that come from this type of self-denial? 

January 25-30, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

What Is a disciple? 

 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 

come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and 

the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 

forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him 

will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 

with the holy angels.”     

             Mark 8:34-38 

 

 

A disciple is a follower of Jesus.  

  



Tuesday, January 26, 2021 
 

Lack 

“And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  

              Mark 10:21  

Would you please read and/or listen to Mark 10:17-22 today? It is the account of the rich young 
man. It is an important account for us to consider as we seek to embrace what it means to follow 
Jesus. We will learn from a negative example. The rich young man is an example for us in that he 
seems to want to take part in what he sees happening with Jesus, but he is not ready to pay the 
cost. Many sermons and articles have been written about this account, but I would like to ask you 
to focus today on a couple of things. This man was trying to live a life that was godly in his own 
strength and apparently felt he was doing a fairly good job. He considered if there was just a little 
more he could do, that he could muster up the strength to do it—to the degree necessary. Jesus 
looks at him and loves him and then reveals that to inherit eternal life requires a shedding of all 
that keeps him tied to this earth and the temporary gains. The young man went away sad 
because the things of this world were of so great importance to him that he could not let them go. 
In this we learn a valuable lesson. The things we own in this world can quickly own us. That 
makes it hard to follow Jesus in the way that is required to inherit eternal life. At least the man 
was honest. He was not going to pay the cost, so he went away sad—turned away from the love 
of Jesus. Consider today if you have set aside what you needed to in order to follow Jesus. Do 
you have a big backpack of stuff that you are carrying around as you strive to follow? Does that 
make it hard for you to keep up?   

Monday, January 25, 2021 
 

Follow 

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”  Mark 1:17 

Two brothers are fishing. It is their livelihood. They make their living by fishing and then selling 
the fish. They have an investment in their business. They have purchased the items they need to 
go about their business, and it is reasonable to believe they have become quite good at it. They 
are fisherman and they are Jewish. Simon and Andrew are their names. I can imagine that they 
spoke often about the things of God. It is what the Jewish men did at the time. They were waiting 
for the Messiah to come and rid them of the Roman oppression. A wandering Rabbi comes along 
and says these now famous words, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed Jesus! Peter would remind Jesus that they had left 
everything to follow him following the conversation with the rich young man (Mark 10:28). Jesus 
will issue the call to others and each time it is a call to follow. The call to follow Jesus is a call to 
change what the person has been following. It is a call to leave the trappings of the world behind 
and follow the King of kings as a loyal servant. It is the same today. Perhaps you have heard the 
call of Jesus and you have thought about following him but have not yet made the step of faith 
that is required. You have not turned from what you have been following to follow the only One 
who knows where you should go and what you should do. Perhaps you think you are following, 
but really all you are doing is watching him move as you stay where you are. Jesus calls people 
to radically follow him, and those that do are the one who genuinely experience rebirth. This week 
we will look at what it means to follow Jesus as one of his disciples. Ponder today how you have 
been following him.   

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 
 

Deny 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.      Mark 8:34 

Immediately after Jesus talks to his disciples about why he must die and rise again, he begins to 
teach the crowd around him what it means to follow him. It means that they must deny 
themselves. This is the same thing that he told the rich young ruler, only it calls for an even 
greater intentionality. Jesus makes it clear that to follow him you must deny yourself. This does 
not mean denying things, it means more. It means denying your self-promotion. To take up your 
cross is a reinforcement of denying yourself. It carries the idea of being ready to sacrifice and to 
identify with the despised of the world—just as Jesus would do. It is a call to open yourself up to 
the plans and the control of Jesus in your life. When I was in Haiti, I saw a woman walking and 
there was a pig that was following her. She had a rope around the pig, and she was dragging the 
pig along. He was following but he certainly had not denied himself. There were those in the 
crowd who were following after Jesus, but Jesus knew he was dragging them along. They were 
not really following. He takes a moment to let them know that is not following in the way that God 
requires. What is it that you need to leave? What is it that holds your passion and focus and 
keeps you from following Jesus unencumbered? What needs to be let go so you are not being 
dragged along but you are freely and joyfully following the Master? Is it status or financial 
security? Is it comfort or pride? Is it bitterness or anger? Is it fear? Ask Jesus to give you the 
power to release the things that are holding you. Deny yourself and follow him skipping along 
instead of kicking and screaming!!  

Thursday, January 28, 2021 
 

Paradox 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel's will save it.  Mark 8:35 

A paradox is a statement that is logically contradictory. Jesus gives a follower a reason why to 
deny self. There is an exchange that must be made. Following Jesus requires an eternal 
perspective. It is the core of the gospel. The gospel declares that Jesus came to save lives and 
that for a life to be saved it must be lost. We must lose our lives for the sake of Jesus and the 
gospel. If my goal is to seek comfort and security in this life, I will lose the life to come. If my goal 
is to seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness, then this world will lose its grip on me—I 
will lose my life and will save the life that is to come. Accumulating here actually leaves one with 
a sense of loss (remember the rich young man). That is the other side of the paradox. 
Accumulating never is satisfied. There is never enough. In following Jesus unencumbered you 
find the joy of completeness. Jesus is enough. Following him draws you into his very presence 
where you find your true life and your true meaning. Following him is peace. What are you 
holding on to? What is holding on to you? What do you need to do to lose your life so that you 
can save it? 


