
Saturday, January 2, 2021 
“… our God will fight for us” Nehemiah 4:6 

Nehemiah chapters 4-6 outline opposition that Nehemiah and the Israelites encountered 
while rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. Even though it has been clearly outlined that this 
was the work the Lord wanted to be done; we are reminded in these chapters that there 
was, is, and will be opposition to God’s work being accomplished. As you pray through 
circumstances that God has put in your life, become aware of what He is calling you to 
do in response, and work through the actions of the response. Do not be dismayed when 
opposition arises. It will come, and it will come in different forms. This does not mean 
that you have misunderstood what God has laid on your heart and this does not mean 
that you should discontinue what God has laid on your heart. It means it is time to pray, 
again. Nehemiah met each opposing force with prayer. He sought God for protection, 
and continued the work. Remember, “God will fight for us!” 

 

 

 Elder, Larry Wissell 

Friday, January 1, 2021 
“God put it on my heart”  Nehemiah 2:12; 7:5 

In Nehemiah 2:12 and again in Nehemiah 7:5, Nehemiah acknowledges that the things 
he had set out to accomplish were things that God had put into his heart to do. At some 
point, Nehemiah became aware that God was laying it on his heart to rebuild Jerusalem. 
After the walls and entrances had been rebuilt, God again “put it into” Nehemiah’s heart 
to accomplish a large task. This time, it was to assemble the community for registration 
(approximately 50,000 people and 8,000 animals). These were both very large tasks. 
Nehemiah knew that God was laying it on his heart to do these things. Though they were 
large jobs, Nehemiah trusted that this was what God had planned for him to do, and he 
was obedient to faithfully set his mind and body to these tasks. What is God laying on 
your heart? Who is God laying on your heart? Is there something that you have been 
thinking about that you can’t get off your mind? Pray about these things. Pray for these 
people. If nothing comes to mind, then start praying. Ask God to “put on your heart” a 
task that He has prepared for you. Trust that God will reveal Himself through prayer. 

December 28, 2020 - January 2, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Circumstances in our lives require action. 
 

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. 

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, that Hanani, one of my 
brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the 
exile, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in 
great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” 

As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before 
the God of heaven. And I said, “O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast 
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the 
prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins 
of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. We have acted very 
corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant 
Moses. Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you 
among the peoples, but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are in the 
uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name 
dwell there.’ They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong 
hand. O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear 
your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” Now I was cupbearer to 
the king.  

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the wine and gave it 
to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not 
sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much afraid. I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! 
Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been 
destroyed by fire?” Then the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said to 
the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of 
my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it.” And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), “How long will you be 
gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me when I had given him a time. And I said to the king, “If 
it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass 
through until I come to Judah, and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.” And 
the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.  Nehemiah 1:1-2:8  



Tuesday, December 29, 2020 
God keeps his covenant of love with those who love Him  Nehemiah 1:5-11 

God is love. Nehemiah knew of God’s love and Nehemiah loved God. The first part of 
this prayer is evidence of Nehemiah’s knowledge of God’s love. 1 John 4:19 reminds us 
that we love because he first loved us. We love others because God first loved us, and 
we love God because God first loved us. Does your love for God cause you to seek Him 
in prayer? Does your love for God lead you to desire conversation with Him? Yesterday, 
we read Nehemiah 9 and were reminded of who God is. As you focus on who God is, 
does that cause you to draw near to Him in conversation? As we do this more often, we 
will be in a position to hear God speak to us in light of the circumstances in our lives. We 
will seek Him more often and be ready to seek Him for direction as we become aware of 
our need for Him to work within circumstances in our lives. Spend some time in prayer, 
reflecting on God’s love. How does His love impact your life? How does His love impact 
the lives of those around you? 

Monday, December 28, 2020 
You alone are the Lord  Nehemiah 9:5-37 

If we are to get to the point in our lives where we can call ourselves servants of God, 
where everything we do is for His glory, and where we seek His direction in the midst of 
every circumstance in our lives; then we must first acknowledge His standing and 
character. If we do not truly believe that He alone is God, who is from everlasting to 
everlasting, then we will not consider Him worthy of guiding us in every circumstance. 
Our motives to seek and obey Him must come from a love for Him and who He is. If this 
is not our motivating factor, our hearts and actions will not be rooted in genuine 
obedience to God and we will fail to continue to seek Him in all circumstances in our 
lives. Can you find one (or more) attribute or attributes of God mentioned in Nehemiah 9 
that will help direct your heart to the Lord your God? Does focusing on these attributes 
help you love and appreciate Him more? Ask Him to reveal himself to you in a new or 
fresh way that would help you love Him more so we can learn to seek him with every 
circumstance in our lives out of genuine love for Him. 

Wednesday, December 30, 2020 
“and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant” Nehemiah 1:2-4 

God puts circumstances in our lives that require action, so that He can reveal His glory 
through us. When these circumstances and needs become clear, God can reveal to us 
His plan of action through prayer. Nehemiah was a good model of this to us. God 
reveals to us another step to this process through Nehemiah’s actions in verse 2. 
Nehemiah showed concern for those in his life by asking questions. If we are truly 
concerned about God revealing his Glory through our lives, then we need to be 
interested in what is going on around us. What are the needs? Who is hurting? What are 
the circumstances around me that need addressing? The answers to these questions 
can be revealed to us through prayer, but we can also take an interest in the lives 
around us. Show concern by asking questions and then seek the Lord to see where He 
leads in response to those questions. Nehemiah did not offer immediate help or even 
share God’s plan with others until much later; he responded with prayer. Ephesians 6:18 
reminds us to “be alert and always keep on praying.” Let’s be alert. Look for 
opportunities to ask questions. Start looking for situations that need prayer.  

Thursday, December 31, 2020 
For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose 
hearts are fully committed to him. 2 Chronicles 16:9 

Yesterday we considered how to be alert and look for opportunities to ask questions, 
looking for circumstances that need prayer. Nehemiah was a great example of a man 
who prayed before acting. He prayed, then he acted. He met every circumstance with 
prayer. May I suggest that we take this even one step farther? Rather than waiting for 
circumstances that need prayer, what if we begin praying before the circumstances are 
presented to us? Could we actually start praying for circumstances that will need prayer? 
Could we pray for God to reveal what He will put in front of us today, with faith that there 
is a circumstance He has yet to reveal to us? In a way, this is declaring our dependence 
on God before we know what we are depending on Him for. This will help us be alert for 
circumstances that are coming. It will help raise excitement to be used by God in ways 
that are unknown to you at the time. Let’s take time to acknowledge to God that we are 
on board with His plan for us today—whatever may come. Let’s take time to declare our 
dependence on Him before we realize how we will need Him, and tell Him in prayer that 
we are committed to Him. 


