
Saturday, December 26, 2020 
Joy (day 6) 

“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For 
the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Revelation 19:6b-7 

There will be a day of great rejoicing in the future, as the Lamb of God comes for his bride—the 
church. It will be a day like no other. There will be a wedding and there will be rejoicing. The bride 
will have prepared herself—she will be dressed in fine white linen (which stands for the righteous 
acts of the saints! The wedding is long expected and most welcomed when the time comes. 
Think of the rejoicing that will occur. Will you be there?  Scripture tells us that those who are 
invited are blessed (Revelation 19:9). Have you accepted Jesus as your Savior? Have you 
trusted in him alone for your eternal security? Is he the Lord of your life? Is your life changed 
since you met him? If so, then this is what you must look forward to. Jesus will come again to 
take us to be with him. There will be the anticipated wedding of the Lamb and his bride and 
forever the bride will be with the Groom—apart from the presence of sin. Ponder, for a moment, 
the gravity of this. Think of all eternity with Jesus—free from sin and the presence of sin, 
worshiping him in purity and truth. Consider how close this day may be!  

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, December 25, 2020 
Joy (day 5) 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields 
be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; they will sing 
before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. Psalm 96:11-13 

Please read Psalm 96 today. This psalm was written at a time of great joy in the life of King David 
and the people of Israel. 1 Chronicles 16 contains the words of this psalm. The ark is being 
brought to Jerusalem and, as such, the presence of the Lord is coming. It has been awaited and 
anticipated. David has longed to bring the ark, and this is the day it will happen. The song is sung 
and David dances. He is filled with joy in the presence and the power of God. Carefully read this 
psalm and imagine singing it with a multitude of thousands in one of the greatest celebrations 
recorded in Scripture. If you can speak or sing these words and truly mean them, you will be filled 
with joy. You will know the God who created you and you will rest in relationship with him. Is there 
something in your life that feels unfair—unjust? This psalm reminds us that God is the one who 
reigns and will make all things right. All creation sings the majesty of this God. How can you join 
in the chorus?  

December 21 - 26, 2020 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Joy to the World 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;  

he is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:10-11 (NIV 1984) 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy is found in worshipping God. 



Tuesday, December 22, 2020 
Joy (day 2) 

Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my 
heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  Psalm 73:25-26 

Please read Psalm 73. The joy of the Lord can seem elusive. It can seem so far away as we live 
in this world that is filled with darkness and defiled by sin. There are so many things that come 
into our lives every day that can rob us of our joy. That is what the psalmist is writing about in 
Psalm 73. Joy robbers have come into his life. The joy robbers in his life were the things that 
grieved his heart and embittered his spirit, causing him to be senseless and ignorant before the 
Lord (verses 21-22). These things had taken him down a dark path where the joy of the Lord was 
taken from him—or rather given up by him. He had allowed those things to take his focus off the 
Lord. He turned from light to darkness. But God holds tightly to his followers. Even when the joy 
robbers come into our lives, he still holds us and is with us, guiding us through the valleys of 
despair that come when joy is robbed. God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever!! 
He is my joy. Read verses 16 and 17: When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me 
till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny. All the things that rob joy 
from you will be destroyed forever. Staying in the presence of God will allow you to stay in the 
presence of joy. Take some time today to acknowledge the things that have come into your life 
that have robbed you of joy.  

Monday, December 21, 2020 
Joy 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” 
 Luke 2:10-11 

The shepherds are the first to hear the announcement of the birth of the Messiah—the Christ. 
The birth announcement, though short, contains many details of why this is good news of great 
joy. Prophecy is being fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. Thousands of years of waiting are finally 
coming to an end. He is born in the city of David, as promised. He is the Savior, as promised. He 
is the Christ—the anointed One, as promised, and he is the Lord, as promised. The only time in 
the New Testament that we find Jesus referred to as the Savior, Christ, the Lord. This is the 
cause for great joy. Sin’s curse will be reversed. There is a Savior—the One who was promised in 
the garden, after The Fall, has come. Sin will be defeated, and people will be set free and given 
eternal reconciliation with God. The long-awaited Messiah has come! Good news—forgiveness. 
Great joy—reconciliation with God. Fear is put aside; joy takes its place. How can remembering 
the good news of great joy remove the fear from your life? Where are your places of fear? How 
can focusing on the Savior bring you joy? 

Wednesday, December 23, 2020 
Joy (day 3) 

If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if 
you call the Sabbath a delight and the LORD'S holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not 
going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then you will find your 
joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the 
inheritance of your father Jacob.” The mouth of the LORD has spoken. Isiah 58:13-14 

These are two powerful verses. God is speaking about the Sabbath. The Sabbath is the queen of 
the feasts for the Jewish people. Leviticus 23 lays out God’s appointed feasts for the Israelites, 
which would allow them to celebrate throughout the year as they remembered the presence and 
provision of God. All but one of the feasts were to be annual. The Sabbath, however, was to be 
weekly. It has been said that it is not so much that the Jewish people have held the Sabbath as it 
is that the Sabbath has held them. Even today, Sabbath holds the Jewish people to remember 
God. In the Sabbath, as designed, the Israelites find their joy in the Lord. The Sabbath is a 
sanctuary—a sanctuary in time. Remember in Psalm 73 that the psalmist found relief as he 
entered the sanctuary. When God created the earth, he set aside a day that was holy—a special 
day—a day to rest, reflect and remember him. It has remained a sanctuary in time to this day. 
And it is a place for each person who would long to find their joy in the Lord. I am not speaking 
about a legalized observance that binds someone in regulations and mandates. Rather, this is a 
voluntary entry into time set aside to be with the Creator and to find your joy in the Lord. What 
could a Sabbath day look like for you? Read these verses carefully and seek the Lord for how 
you can enter this sanctuary in time on a regular basis. 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 
Joy (day 4)  

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Philippians 4:4 

Please read Philippians today. Look at the call of Paul to rejoice regardless of the circumstance. 
What I notice as I read this letter is that Paul is rejoicing because people are getting to hear the 
gospel. He can rejoice when he sees the gospel being shared. He can rejoice despite his 
circumstances and he calls on his readers to do the same. He calls them to rejoice, even as they 
face trials. He urges them to rejoice during the trials, even as they bring those trials to God 
through prayer with thanksgiving! Paul is truly an example of someone who understood the call 
on his life. He knew that God had rescued him. He new the good news of great joy and that joy 
guarded his heart and held him in times of trial. He writes from prison, rejoicing that so many 
have been able to hear the gospel—both inside and outside of the prison—while he has been 
incarcerated. When we fix our eyes on the good news of great joy, it will hold us, whatever trials 
may come our way. It will guide us and keep us focused on our mission. Like Paul, we will rejoice 
and be content in every situation in which we find ourselves. 


