
Saturday, December 19, 2020 
Peace (day 6) 
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into 
practice. And the God of peace will be with you. Philippians 4:8-9 

Not only can you have the peace of God with you, but you can also have the God of peace with 
you! Whatever. My wife has a “Whatever” bumper sticker on her car. If you know her, you know 
that many times she will say “whatever!” The bumper sticker reminds her to consider this verse 
when she says it. As followers of Jesus, whatever we choose to think about will significantly 
impact our awareness of the closeness of God in our lives. It is not that God will leave us; it is 
that we will not realize what it means to have him with us. We will choose to think about the things 
that take our focus off of him and lose connection with him in the process. Look carefully at the 
list of “whatevers” that it is good to think about. How often are those the things you focus on when 
you are in places of anxiety or trouble? If you would know the God of peace with you, think about 
the ways that he is near. Think about the things of God “and the things of earth will grow 
strangely dim.” 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, December 18, 2020 
Peace (day 5) 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   Philippians 4:6-7 

December 14 - 19, 2020 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
“I have been before God; and have given myself, all that I am and have to God,  

so that I am not in any respect my own: I can claim no right in myself, no right in this 
understanding, this will, these affections that are in me; neither have I any right to this body,  

or any of its members: No right to this tongue, these hands, nor feet:  
No right to these senses, these eyes, these ears, this smell or this taste. 

I have given myself clear away, 
and have not retained anything as my own. I have been to God this morning and told him that I 

gave myself wholly to him... I have this morning told him, that I did take him for my whole portion 
and felicity [contentment], looking on nothing else as any part of my happiness, nor acting as if it 
were; and his law for the constant rule of my obedience; and would fight with all my might against 

the world, the flesh, and the devil, to the end of my life. And did believe in Jesus Christ, and 
receive him as a prince and a saviour; and would adhere to the faith and obedience of the gospel, 

how hazardous and difficult soever the profession and practice of it may be. That I did receive  
the blessed Spirit as my teacher, sanctifier, and only comforter; and cherish all his  

motions to enlighten, purify, confirm, comfort, and assist me. 
This I have done. 

And I pray God, for the sake of Christ, to look upon it as a self-dedication; and to receive  
me now as entirely his own, and deal with me in all respects as such; whether he  
afflicts me or prospers me, or whatever he pleases to do with me, who am his.” 

 Jonathan Edwards, January 12, 1723 
 

You can have the peace of God. 



Tuesday, December 15, 2020 
Peace (day 2) 
“I am the lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.
 Luke 1:38 

Mary is met by the angel and told that she will give birth to the Son of God. She is at peace with 
this. It is hard to imagine taking in that kind of information and being at peace. I believe that her 
response allows us to see how we too can learn how to be at peace. This is the way that 
followers of Jesus live in peace: First, remember who you are—you are a servant. You are 
created to serve. It is your highest calling. You have been created to serve the King of kings. Yet, 
most people will strive to live their lives autonomously, not realizing that refusing to serve God is 
agreeing to serve sin. Romans 6:15-23 makes it clear that we will serve sin or righteousness, but 
we will serve. You are a servant. Second, if you are to live at peace, you must remember whose 
you are. Mary declared that she was a servant of God Almighty. She was a willing servant of 
God. If you would know peace in your life you must choose to willingly surrender control of 
everything to God and then live your life in service to him. Finally, you must remember Who is in 
control. Great peace can be had if you will remember that the mighty God you willingly serve is 
the Lord over everything! There is not one thing that is outside of his control. Whatever has come 
into your life has come through his hand. It has either been allowed by him or decreed by him. He 
has brought it into your life so that you can grow closer to him and so that you can make him 
known as you go through it! Embrace peace—remember who you are, Whose you are, and who 
is in control.  

Monday, December 14, 2020 
Peace 
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.  Luke 2:14 

Peace has come to earth. While the angels declare the praise of God in heaven, humanity can 
enjoy peace. The peace that is referred to is peace with God—the true peace that every person is 
longing for. It is the peace that is needed, since we are at enmity with him. Our sin has caused us 
to be his enemies. The only way we can be reconciled and brought to peace is by peace coming 
to the earth—Jesus. We will have peace with God only through faith in being made right by Jesus 
(Romans 5:1). The world bears the marks and the scars of enmity with God. It is a darkness that 
impacts everything we see and know. It has become the identity of the world we live in—the world 
that Jesus willingly stepped into. He came to bring the light of peace into the darkness of chaos. 
This peace is not for everyone. The declaration makes it clear that this peace that Jesus brings is 
only for those on whom the favor of God rests—those who genuinely believe and follow the Son, 
those who have been drawn to the Son by the Father. So many people are not at peace. They 
bear the weight of the gravity of their sin. They are separated from God. Most are not aware that 
something is missing. They have been deceived into thinking they have peace or that peace is 
possible in some other way. But for those who celebrate this baby as the one who would be 
Savior are the ones who know the true peace of God. Do you have peace with God?  Truly? Do 
you know that his favor rests on you? Are you certain that you have been saved? If not, turn to 
him today! If so, how are you living out that peace of God in your life?  

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
Peace (day 3) 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 

Jesus assures his disciples that they can have peace in him. Think of the assurance this would 
have been for them as they would begin the ministry entrusted to them. It would be hard and it 
would be painful to follow Jesus. They would have trouble. But during that trouble, they would 
have peace. It would be brought to them through the person of the Holy Spirit. How do you 
respond when trouble comes into your life? Jesus has overcome this world but, until the day that 
he takes us to be with him, we live in a world that will bring trouble. It is the same for a follower of 
Jesus as it is for those who refuse to follow him. All of us will have trouble. The difference is that 
the follower of Jesus has a chance to respond differently. They can respond with peace. In fact, 
what happens to a follower of Jesus is far less important than how the follower of Jesus 
responds. The follower of Jesus is entrusted with the Holy Spirit so that during trouble they can 
have peace. The follower of Jesus is focused on Jesus and not on themselves. Because of this, a 
circumstance becomes an opportunity for God to reveal himself in power. We can get excited to 
know that God will take a situation in our life to bring a peace that will allow us to make him 
known. People will ask how you can handle the situation in the way that you do. They will see that 
you have strength that is extraordinary. Jesus has overcome this world. You can have peace 
during your trouble. What areas of your life are in need of his peace right now? 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 
Peace (day 4) 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:27 

Please read and/or listen to John 13-17 today. These chapters review the words that Jesus spoke 
and the prayer that he prayed on the night he was betrayed. He is preparing his closest friends to 
be ready for what they will see. In a few short hours he will be crucified, and they will be 
scattered. They will be afraid. Their hearts will be troubled. They will not yet have the promised 
Holy Spirit to bring the promised peace. The peace that Jesus leaves is his peace. He leaves his 
peace. He gives his peace. It is not the peace the world talks about. It is heavenly peace. The 
source of this peace is the Creator. It is the peace the Creator intended for the created to have. It 
is a peace that takes away a troubled heart and pushes out fear. The disciples will each know this 
peace when the Holy Spirit comes upon them. It is that same Holy Spirit who indwells the follower 
of Jesus today. There is no reason to have a troubled heart or a heart of fear. You have the 
peace of Christ in you. It has been given to you. It has been left by Jesus for you. It is not the 
same kind of peace the world talks about—it is supernatural peace. How are you living in the 
peace of Jesus today? Are there any fears or troubles in your heart that you need to let go of? 
Ask him to fill you with his gift of peace. 


