
Saturday, December 12, 2020 
Love (day 6) 
I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. Because he inclined his 
ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. Psalm 116:1-2 

Please read Psalm 116 today. As we finish a week of thinking about love, let’s look closely at our 
love for God. The psalmists so many times talk about the love of God—his love for them and their 
love for him. Psalm 116 starts with a declaration of love for God because he listened to the cry for 
mercy. The rest of the psalm walks through why the psalmist loves God. Look at it carefully today 
and notice all the reasons to love God. Personalize it as you read. Maybe take some time today 
to write your own psalm of love to God. Why do you love this God who has heard your cry for 
salvation? What is it about him that grabs and holds your heart? Tell him and then tell others! 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, December 11, 2020 
Love (day 5) 
Therefore I love your commandments above gold, above fine gold. Therefore I consider all your 
precepts to be right; I hate every false way.  Psalm 119:127-128 

December 7 - 12, 2020 

Love Extended 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these 
signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because 
their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  John 3:1-21  

For God so loved the world that he gave... 



Tuesday, December 8, 2020 
Love (day 2) 
... and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5:5 

Will you please read Romans 5:1-11 today? Notice what these verses are declaring. Especially 
focus on 5:1-5. We are called to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. But we are also called to 
rejoice in our sufferings. Now this becomes very hard. We naturally resist suffering. We can 
endure sufferings because God has poured his love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Consider the sufferings that you experience in this weary world. Stop and think about your 
perspective on those sufferings. Now consider the sufferings of Christ—I am not just talking about 
the sufferings he endured in the Passion Week. Consider his sufferings as he walked this earth 
for 33 years: hunger, rejections, being misunderstood and misquoted, belittled, tired, abused, 
under the constant attack of Satan. He chose to step into this suffering. He loved in the midst of 
the suffering. It was his love that allowed him to see beyond the suffering to the joy that would 
come (Hebrews 12:2), and we are to do the same (Hebrews 12:3) without growing weary. When I 
experience suffering, I pretty quickly become super selfish. I quickly look at how it is impacting 
me. It is only through the power of God in me that I can begin to see my suffering as a way to 
allow the love of God to flow through me to others. God’s unending love is poured into your life so 
that it can pour out to others—especially in times of suffering. 2020 has been tough—no doubt 
about it—But have we used these times to reveal the love of God or have we become selfish? 
Talk to God about this today. See if there is a change that needs to be made as you continue to 
walk with the Savior. 

Monday, December 7, 2020 
Love 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. 
 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Jesus came into the world he created because of love. God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son. This love of God is so much a part of his character that John declares that God is love. 
But what is love, or, more precisely, what is the love of God? Perhaps that is the question we find 
answered in 1 Corinthians 13. Many weddings have used this passage as the basis for the homily 
that is given in the service. It seems to describe love well, but a careful look reveals that it 
describes the love of God. Notice all the absolutes that are given. This is not something that is 
strived for as much as it is something that actually exists. It defines the love of God. It is a part of 
the fruit of the Spirit in the life of a believer (Galatians 5:22) and as such we can reveal this kind 
of love as we relinquish control of our lives to the Spirit, but we cannot in our flesh produce this 
type of love. This is the love that sent Jesus. This is the love that motivated the Son to step out of 
heaven into the darkness of this world. Read the verses carefully and prayerfully. Read them out 
loud. Consider the depth of this love. Meditate upon it. Think of this love washing over you. If you 
have truly believed in Jesus and become a follower of him, think of this love inside you in the 
person of the Holy Spirit. How does this love express itself through you? What changes need to 
happen for this love to pour through you? 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 
Love (day 3) 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. 1 John 4:7-12 

Read and/or listen to 1 John today. John is the disciple that Jesus loved. This does not mean he 
did not love the other disciples, but rather that John identified himself by the love Jesus had for 
him. That is a lesson in itself. How can I allow myself to be identified solely be the way that Jesus 
loves me? What would change in my life? John calls his readers “beloved”—those loved by God. 
Notice how much love has to do with salvation. Read these verses carefully. Jesus tells 
Nicodemus that he must be born again. Here is says that one who has been born again (born of 
God) is one who loves. The implication is that the person born of God loves as God loves. God 
loves his created ones. They bear his image. When we love as God loves, we love his image-
bearers as well—especially the ones in the family of God, the believers in Jesus who are 
following him. This is how his love is perfected (made complete) in us, as we love others the way 
he loves others. Beloved, how are you loving others? Are there any image-bearers of God that 
you are not loving? How can you allow God to turn your heart toward them? How can you begin 
to see them as God sees them? Jesus came to the world to extend an offer of love to them and 
he is now reaching through you with that same offer of love. 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 
Love (day 4)  
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the 
boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and 
its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:15-17 

Perhaps as you were reading or listening to 1 John yesterday you noticed this verse with the 
command not to love. We are called not to love this world or anything in it. This can seem to be a 
very hard teaching! I love my family! I love a good bratwurst. I love a lot of things in this world, so 
what do I do with these verses? In fact, all that we have been looking at this week has caused us 
to consider what it means to love the people of this world. The Phillips translation puts verse 15 
this way: Never give your hearts to this world or to any of the things in it. A man cannot love the 
Father and love the world at the same time. This helps bring clarity to how we are to relate to the 
world. “The world” here is that which is opposed to God. We are not to put our affections on 
things that are opposed to God—we are not to give our hearts to another lover, if you will. We are 
to extend the love of God to the world, but we are not to set our hearts upon it—our hope is not in 
the temporary but the eternal. Psalm 62 tells us to find rest in God alone and that even though 
our riches may increase, we should not set our hearts upon them! My primary love must be on 
God and what he loves. My hope is in that which is eternal, not temporary. What things of the 
world have your heart? Is there anything you have your heart set upon that distracts you from 
God’s love for you or your love for him? Today, give the Lord your whole heart once again!  


