
Saturday, December 5, 2020 
Hope (day 6) 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13 
Our final verse is one that helps us see that God is not only the grounds for our hope, but he is 
also our hope! Consider that the God of hope is our hope. It is he alone who is the source of our 
hope. As we seek to have a deeper understanding of this, we will realize that it means we must 
refuse to place our final confidence in any part of his created order. To hope in the Creator places 
creation in its proper place. What does that mean practically? It means that every part of this 
created order is weak, temporary, and apt to fail. Hoping (or trusting) in anything other than the 
Creator will fall short. Consider Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we 
trust in the name of the LORD our God.” So, as we light the candle of hope, we consider what it 
may be that we have been placing our hope in, apart from God. Not only is God the grounds for 
our hope, but God alone is our hope. It was true for those waiting for his first appearing and it is 
true for us today! What is the source of your hope? How has misplaced hope disappointed you in 
the past? What have you learned from those experiences? How do you go about placing your 
hope in God alone? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, December 4, 2020 
Hope (day 5) 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. Luke 2:4-5 
Joseph allows us to see faithful obedience as well. He also lets us see that his obedience allows 
him to see hope fulfilled. Not only does he discover that his betrothed is with child, but he needs 
to take her to Bethlehem because of a census decree. Joseph is used by God to bring about the 
fulfillment of prophecy. Though they live in Nazareth, the baby must be born in Bethlehem. God 
chooses to use a census. It may seem as though Caesar issued the decree, but we know that the 
heart of the king is a stream of water in the hands of the Lord, and that he turns it wherever he 
wills (Proverbs 21:1). The angel had come to Joseph to bring clarity to the pregnancy (Matthew 
1:18-25) and to give a name to the Son that would be born. We are told that Joseph did what the 
Lord commanded through the angel. He would obey again when he needed to flee to Egypt and 
when he returned to Nazareth. In each of these cases we see the obedience of a man given over 
in the same way as his wife—to serve the God of Israel. Because of his obedience, he sees and 
holds the Son of God and carefully raises this child, observing all that is required of the Law. It 
does not seem that Joseph had it easy, but it does seem that he remained faithful to the God he 
served and to the hope he had in that God. How does your hope draw you to obedience? 

November 30 - December 5, 2020 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Hoped Fulfilled 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And 
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. Luke 2:8-20 
 
The birth of Jesus brings rejoicing in a fulfilled promise. 



Tuesday, December 1, 2020 
Hope (day 2) 
Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel. Luke 2:29-32 
Please read or listen to Luke chapters 1 & 2 today. Look for places where you see people hoping and 
where you see that hope fulfilled or expressed. One of the most amazing places I see it is in the 
account in the temple with Simeon. This part of the birth account always causes me to pause. The 
account is found in Luke 2:21-35. We do not know much about Simeon, but we know he was a man 
who prayed. He was righteous and devout. He was a man who loved God and lived his life for God. I 
imagine he was a man who was distracted by God. People who live in hope usually are. He was 
waiting for the coming of the Messiah (the consolation of Israel). The Holy Spirit had informed him that 
he would not die until he saw the Christ—the promised Messiah. The day came when he was 
distracted by God yet again. We do not know what his plans were for that day, but God planned for 
him to be in the temple. Simeon saw the promise of God fulfilled. His eyes were seeing the Messiah—
a baby being brought into the temple by his parents. Hope realized? After all the years of waiting for 
peace to come to Israel through the coming of the promised King of kings, he finds a baby. Is this the 
way that God will save? Is this really what was hoped for? Simeon does not pause; he takes the baby 
into his arms and offers a most amazing prayer and praise. Read it carefully. This is the prayer of a 
man who hoped in the promise of the Lord and who saw the promise fulfilled. Do you know the 
promises of God? Are you anticipating his coming? Are you anticipating your arrival into his presence? 
Are you ready to see promises fulfilled—even if they take an unexpected form? Are you distracted 
looking for Jesus in your day-to-day life or does your day to day life distract you from him? 

Monday, November 30, 2020 
Hope 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11 
As we step into the Advent season this year, we begin by considering hope. Each day this week, 
we will look at a passage on hope and consider how it can impact our lives. We begin with the 
shepherds. It is interesting to note that we are not given much detail about the birth of Jesus. 
Remarkably little is given and much of what we have come to think about Christmas has really 
been filling in the gaps with imagination. Yet one aspect of the birth account that receives much 
attention is the announcement to the shepherds and their response. These shepherds were more 
than likely watching flocks in a location known as Migdal Eder—the tower of the flock. It was here 
that the sheep that were to be used for the sacrifices at the temple would be kept. These were no 
ordinary shepherds; they were entrusted with the spotless lambs. God has chosen that the first to 
know would be these shepherds who were daily reminded of the depth of sin. The sheep of their 
flocks would be sacrificed because of the sin of people and the righteous demands of their holy 
God. The Messiah had been born. The One who would carry the sins of his people. The One who 
would be the perfect sacrifice. It is probable they did not understand all of this in its fullness, but 
they would have realized God was doing something amazing. They could not have known that this 
baby was the Christ who is the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27 declares that Christ in you is the 
hope of glory. Consider what it may have been like to be a shepherd who cared for sheep that were 
regularly slaughtered because of sin, to have the reality of sin that visible to you. Imagine receiving 
this good news of great joy. How does knowing that Christ in you is the hope of glory impact how 
you view the sin in your life and the forgiveness that has been secured though the Messiah? 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
Hope (day 3) 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people. Luke 1:68 
Another prayer that we find in the narrative of the birth of Jesus is the prayer of Zechariah. It 
begins with declaring that the God of Israel is blessed, and we should bless his name! Zechariah, 
in many ways, can cause us to consider hope and hopelessness. Read his and his wife’s account 
in Luke 1:5-80. Using your biblical imagination, consider what it may have been like to be 
Zechariah. He was well along in years and had no son. He was a priest who apparently served 
willingly in his role. He is given a son in a miraculous way. But not only is he given a son; he is 
given a special son. His son would prepare the way for the Messiah. In the months of stillness, he 
had time to ponder and to pray. Then his son is born, and he is named according to the word of 
the Lord. “His name is John” is written and his lips are opened, and he prays the prayer out loud 
that I imagine was a prayer that he had been offering in his heart. Hope fulfilled. But not just in 
the birth of a son; in the coming of the Messiah. Carefully read the prayer of this priest. Notice the 
joy that comes as he considers the magnitude of what is happening in this moment. He is filled 
with hope knowing that God is moving. Prophecy will be fulfilled. What are the ways that you can 
see God moving in our day? How are you seeing hope fulfilled? 

Thursday, December 3, 2020 
Hope (day 4)  
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”  
And the angel departed from her. Luke 1:38 
Mary’s response to the angel gives us an example to follow if we are to see fulfilled hope. Look 
closely at what the angel was sent to proclaim. Read Luke 1:26-37 carefully. By all appearances, 
this came unexpectedly. Mary was engaged and waiting for a marriage and then a family as she 
lived in the little town of Nazareth. God had other plans. Her life would change as she put aside 
her hopes for the larger plan of God. Her ultimate hope was in God—she identified herself as his 
servant. She would serve him as he required—even though she could not have possibly 
understood it all. Mark Lowrey’s famous Christmas song, “Mary Did You Know,” helps us think 
about what this hope fulfilled would mean for this young girl. Even as Simeon holds the baby, he 
lets her know that a sword will pierce her heart. I wonder if, when she was given that prophecy, 
she silently told the Lord, “I remain your servant; let it be according to your word.” Hope, in 
Scripture, is trusting in the certainty that the promises of God will be fulfilled. But it requires a 
willingness to see those promises fulfilled through the eyes and the submission of a servant. 
Would you see hope during hopelessness? See yourself as a servant of the Most High God and 
trust that he is working that which is his best in your life! He is working a big plan in which faithful 
servants are more than willing to participate—however uncomfortable that request may be—
because they know and trust that the One they serve is in control of all there is. What are the 
things God is asking of you right now? How can you declare your willingness to obey? 


