
Saturday, November 28, 2020 
Rescued 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son 
he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:13-14 

The rescue cannot be celebrated apart from the Rescuer. It really is all about him. Many times, 
when we think of redemption or rescue, we can start with ourselves. But we must start with God. 
It is all about God. It is his story. He created people to live in the world he created, in perfect 
harmony with him, living in the light of his presence and his kingdom. But our representatives 
(Adam and Eve) chose instead to allow the darkness of disobedient sin to come into the kingdom 
of light and so they were exiled from that kingdom. Since that time, the dominion of darkness 
continues to cover the earth. It is the dominion of sin and we each are trapped in that dominion, 
with sin reigning over us, ruling us as an evil taskmaster. And yet, there is a kingdom of light that 
can never be ended. It is the kingdom of God, and Jesus brought that kingdom to the earth he 
created (Mark 1:15). It is through Jesus’ death that God rescues us and brings us out of the 
dominion of darkness into his kingdom—the kingdom of light. There we realize the forgiveness of 
our sins—the darkness of our own hearts—and rejoice in the freedom that comes from that 
forgiveness. Sadly, most will never dance in the light of forgiveness. They will choose instead to 
live in darkness. Also, tragically, many who have been rescued from the 
dominion of darkness will try to go back to the very things that caused 
them pain. If you have been rescued, are you living out a life of 
thanksgiving to the Rescuer? Is your life free from the darkness that once 
was your master? Are you embracing the new Master of your life? Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, November 27, 2020 
Power 

And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with 
all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 
and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in the kingdom of light. Colossians 1:10-12 

These verses remind us of the power of God that can strengthen us. Paul declares why he prays 
that the Colossians may have spiritual wisdom and understanding. It is so that they can be 
effective ministers (servants) of God. Imagine if you heard someone pray this prayer over you. 
Imagine the prayer being answered. What would your life look like if these two verses defined 
your life? Each of your thoughts and actions would be pleasing o the Lord and you would have 
confidence that you were living the life that he has designed for you. You would be doing good 
works wherever you went, and it would be making a difference in people’s lives. You would be 
growing more and more in your knowledge of God each day—not just knowing about him, but 
really knowing him! Everything you do would be done with the Lord’s power and might working 
through you so that it would allow you to have endurance and patience. And you would be filled 
with joyful thanks as you dance in the kingdom of light as one of his children, awaiting an 
amazing inheritance that is being kept for you. I can imagine a life like that. I would pray for that 
for each person I know. Who do you know who specifically needs this prayer prayed over them 
today? Pray Colossians 1:3-12 over that person today, filling in their name wherever possible. 

November 23 - 28, 2020 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Living in Thankfulness 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 
because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the 
saints—the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven 
and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel that has come 
to you. 

All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing 
among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth. You 
learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ 
on our behalf, and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 
you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding. 

And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 
being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may 
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom 
of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 Colossians 1:3-14 (NIV 1984) 

Thankfulness flows from a love for the Rescuer.  



Tuesday, November 24, 2020 
Hope 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we 
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints—the faith and 
love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already 
heard about in the word of truth, the gospel that has come to you.  Colossians 1:3-6a 

Try to read and/or listen to Colossians again today. It is so valuable to spend time reading the 
whole letter, as you have time. It allows you to get a greater understanding of the parts as we 
look at them. The faith and love that spring from the hope the saints have causes Paul to thank 
God. Faith in Jesus causes one to love all the saints. The gospel truth, when believed, brings the 
hope that flows out in faith and love. And that causes Paul to thank God the Father. Paul has not 
been to Colossae. Yet he has heard of the believers there and how they have been living out 
their faith. The love that Paul is speaking of here is the fruit of the Spirit kind of love. It is the love 
of God pouring through these brothers and sisters. They have come to embrace God as Father. 
That is a love relationship. It is love for God that allows the love of God to flow through me to 
another person. For the church in Colossae, that love was so powerful and such a part of the 
culture that it became an identifying characteristic. It reminds me of Jesus saying that the world 
would know who the disciples of Jesus are by the way they love. Consider the hope you have in 
Jesus—the hope that is stored up for you in heaven. Do you have that hope? Are you certain you 
are in a right relationship with God? If so, how does that hope spring up faith and love in you? 

Monday, November 23, 2020 
Thanks 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17 

Please read and/or listen to Colossians today. As you read, think about gratitude and 
thankfulness. Read the letter through the filter of thanksgiving. Take a pad and jot down the 
things you are thankful for as you read the letter. The things that Paul is reminding the Colossian 
believers to be thankful about are the same things we can be thankful about. Notice all the things 
that Paul is thankful for. Paul was an example of one who lived a life of gratitude. All but two of 
his letters that we find in Scripture start with thanks. Colossians 1:3 says that Paul always thanks 
God as he prays. All throughout the letter, Paul is reminding the readers that their salvation is 
worthy of thanks and what they know about God and Jesus can help them to live a life that is 
defined by thanks, that in everything they do, they can do it in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father. Are you a thankful person? G.K. Chesterton said, “When it comes to life, the 
critical thing is whether you take things for granted or take them with gratitude.” How has reading 
the letter in this way focused your heart more on thankfulness? 

Wednesday, November 25, 2020 
Growing 

All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you 
since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth. You learned it from 
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also 
told us of your love in the Spirit. Colossians 1:6b-8 
Try to read or listen to Colossians again today—this time thinking about the gospel message. Do 
you notice how the gospel flows throughout the letter? It should be no surprise. The gospel is 
Paul’s message. It is is the message of God entrusted to Paul, whose mission was to declare the 
gospel to the Gentiles. And he did—clearly and often! It permeates all his thoughts and words. He 
asked for prayer that he would declare it clearly (4:4). Paul could be thankful because the 
message of the gospel was going into all the world, growing and bearing fruit. People were being 
set free from sin and darkness and brought into the light of Jesus. I read of a persecuted church 
gathering in China that asked a visitor if Jesus was known about outside of China. Can you 
imagine not knowing? They wanted to be sure that others in the world were finding the love they 
had found. When it was reported that yes indeed Jesus is known around the world, they were 
overwhelmed with joy! I imagine the Colossae believers were overjoyed to hear that the same 
love that was growing in them because of the gospel was spreading all throughout the Roman 
empire. It certainly was cause for thanksgiving. How often do you thank God that gospel is 
growing and spreading throughout all the world? Does it overwhelm you with joy to consider the 
light of the gospel thriving in this world of darkness? Spend time today praying for the worldwide 
body of Christ, thanking and praising God that he has made himself known in all the earth! 

Thursday, November 26, 2020 
Interceding 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and 
asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. Colossians 1:9 

Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving turns to a prayer of intercession. It is good for us to take note of 
this, especially on this day that we have set aside for thanksgiving. When we approach the throne 
of God, we should enter with thankfulness. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with 
praise; give thanks to him and praise his name (Psalm 100:4). Once we enter the presence of the 
Lord with thankfulness and praise, our hearts can turn to intercession. Intercessory prayer is 
simply prayer on behalf of others. Paul’s example is that as you begin to thank God for what he is 
doing in the life of another person you will be drawn in to interceding for that person. It is amazing 
when this happens, and Paul lets us see a beautiful example of it here. Paul longs for them to 
know God even more! He is thanking God that the Colossians know the gospel truth, but he 
longs for them to know it even more deeply. He is longing for them to know God’s will through 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. It is the Holy Spirit who illuminates the truth of Scripture 
(1Corinthians 2:10-16). Spiritual wisdom is wisdom that comes through the word of God. It is 
wisdom and understanding that allows you to live for the Lord in the kingdom of light. It is what 
holds you. It is important that this is what Paul prayed for. A spiritual crisis that comes into your 
life derives from a failure to know God, and can be averted by focusing on who God is. Paul knew 
that his friends needed to be protected by the truth of God’s word. Are you protected? How are 
you praying for others to know God so that they can stand strong? 


