
Saturday, September 26, 2020 
Salvation 
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the 
Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:9-10 
Today we read the account of a man named Zacchaeus. It is found in Luke 19:1-10. In this account we see 
again that pride can be set aside in the presence of Jesus, or it can be held onto while ignoring the presence 
of God. There are “good” and “bad” people in this account. The “good” people are the people of the 
community who have been wronged by this chief tax collector named Zacchaeus (the “bad” person). Tax 
collectors were usually cheaters, exploiting their position for their own personal gain, and not very well liked 
in the community. The people of the community would not have a favorable view of these “bad” people. 
Jesus was coming into Jericho and Zacchaeus wanted to see him, but because he was small in stature, he 
could not see above the crowd of people, who were not at all interested in helping him. So, he took matters 
into his own hands and climbed up a tree to get a look. Little did he know that the Master was going to stop 
right under him, call him down and say that he was coming to eat dinner! Scandalous! The “good” people 
could hardly handle this. How could someone as good as Jesus possibly eat with the likes of this tax man? 
Luke does not reveal what happened in the house, but it is clear there was a miraculous conversion. 
Zacchaeus was made new in the presence of the King. Salvation came to the house. Salvation is what 
delivers us from pride—whether the pride of preservation of personal reputation or the pride of false humility. 
Salvation from being with Jesus sets us free from pride. Being in the presence of grace reveals the need for 
grace to be received and extended. The tax man is made new. He has been 
changed by his encounter with Jesus. He acknowledges that he has sinned and 
seeks to make excessive, grace-filled restitution. Do you know Jesus? Have you 
been the recipient of his grace that has brought you salvation? How has it caused 
you to throw off pride? Is there any restitution that you need to make? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, September 25, 2020 
All I Ever Did 
So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who 
told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” John 4:28-29 
Read John 4:1-42. It is the account of the Samaritan woman, an account that has been taught many times. 
Today, consider what it must have been like to be this woman as she meets Jesus. Samaritans were looked 
down on by Jewish people. As well, she would have been looked down upon in her hometown, as she was a 
woman who had been with several men. It is possible that that is why she came to the well during the middle 
of the day—it would be deserted. Or at least it usually was. This day there was a Jewish rabbi there. Perfect. 
There was no reason for this woman to feel as though she had any dignity. Now she would be scorned by a 
Jewish religious man. If he were to talk to her he would become defiled and dirty. At least she would be in 
peace. But this was no ordinary rabbi. This was the Messiah. She would soon discover that this would be 
the most important meeting of her life. He asks to share a cup with her! Unheard of for a Jew to share the 
cup of a Samaritan. He asked her to bring her husband. She said that she had no husband. Jesus told her 
that he knew that she had indeed told the truth. She had no husband, although she had been married five 
times and was currently with a man who was not her husband. It appears that the way he answered her 
allowed her to see that she was known by him. She does not ask him how he knows; she seems to know 
that this just may be the Messiah that they have been waiting for. She goes back to the community and 
shares what happened. She is transparent before the community and before Jesus. There is a freedom that 
comes to her from being known by Jesus—from being with Jesus and realizing that even though Jesus 
knows her deepest hurts and pains, he still wants to be with her. Amid your pain and hurt, Jesus longs to be 
with you too. He knows the things that have defeated you—your poor choices and the places that you feel 
as though you are not worthy. He created you, knows everything about you and still wants you to know the 
joy of being with him. Do you feel as though you are not all that you should be? Today, realize that you are 
created in the image of Almighty God and that he knows you. You are uniquely formed and loved by God. 

September 21 - 26, 2020 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Celebrating Unity in Diversity! 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, 
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  Romans 12:3 



Tuesday, September 22, 2020 
P-R-I-D-E 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
 Romans 12:3 
In the middle of “pride” is always “I.” On the left side is the kind of pride we are used to, which is “personal 
reputation.” Pride bolsters and protects its personal reputation. The other side of pride, however, is not as well 
known, and actually masquerades as humility! In fact, we often refer to it as “false humility.” That is the “D-E” of 
pride, “devalued estimation.” https://www.truthortradition.com/articles/what-does-the-bible-say-true-humility-is. 
Paul tells his readers that his reception of grace makes it possible for him to urge them to consider who they 
really are. Unity is needed in the body of Christ. The transformed mind will see the need for this unity. Unity 
will come as we have a healthy view of ourselves. Pride does not allow us to have a healthy view of 
ourselves. We will have inflated and deflated views of ourselves apart from the grace of God. We will see 
ourselves as more than what we are or as less than what we are. Both are a result of pride, as the quote 
above helps us understand. We do well to remember that God opposes the proud and opposes pride within 
us! The body of Christ is marred by the pride of its members. Disunity finds its way into the body because of 
pride. When I think that I am better than someone else in the body, I bring suffering to that person. When I 
think of myself as less than what I am, I bring suffering to myself. Either choice brings unnecessary suffering 
to the body of Christ. The rest of this week we will look at situations from Scripture that allow us to see the 
difference that can come from a healthy view of one’s self. A healthy view is one that sees the self through 
the eyes of God. It is then that we are able to look out and see others in a healthy way. Today, spend some 
time thinking about the pride in your life. We each are marred by this. How does it play itself out in your life? 
Do you worry about your personal reputation inappropriately? Do you have a devalued estimation of who 
you are? Talk to God about this. Ask him to relieve you of the pride in your life and bring healing. 

Monday, September 21, 2020 
Grace 
For by the grace given to me Romans 12:3a 
Paul speaks so often of grace in his letters. He knew the grace he had been given. Grace is such a rich 
word, but it is, in many ways, a word that is indefinable. We each live—that is grace. We each breathe—that 
is grace. In our flesh, our old nature, the part of us that claims autonomy and independence from God, we 
consider them to be rights, but they are so much more. They are grace. The very fact that we live and 
breathe is a grace from the Creator. He gives life and, through Jesus and the forgiveness that Jesus brings, 
he gives abundant life. That is grace as well. If we are to really and truly be transformed by the renewing of 
our minds, we must seek to embrace the meaning of grace. It is through the renewing of our minds that we 
can truly see grace for what it is—undeserved favor. We may not be able to fully define it, but we will 
understand what it means to be a recipient of it. It will draw us into continual worship that will fuel our hearts 
and our lives to live out the grace given to us. We will learn what it means to receive grace, not only directly 
from God, but through others as well. And we will seek to be a channel of the grace we have received so 
that others may truly know what it means to receive the grace of God—not as a right but as a present—a 
gift. Embracing grace moves me from self-centeredness to other-centeredness. Truly receiving grace will 
not allow me to live in such a way that would not extend grace. A realistic view of myself must begin with an 
understanding that I am a recipient of the grace that has been given me by the Creator. Take time today to 
notice grace in your life. Notice it as a gift. Notice when others extend grace to you and notice when you 
could extend grace to others. Make this a special day for seeing and extending the grace of God! 

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 
Sinner 
Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would 
have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” Luke 7:39 
Read Luke 7:36-50 today. This is a powerful passage in so many ways. What stirs in your heart as you read 
it? Who do you relate to more—the woman or Simon? The forgiven or the one who has not yet understood 
the need for forgiveness? We see pride in the life of Simon and in his thoughts. Jesus knows the thoughts of 
Simon and the woman—he loves them both and longs for them to know the grace of forgiveness. Yet pride 
stands in the way of accepting the grace of forgiveness. The woman is broken. She has seen the depth of 
her sin, the need for forgiveness, and has repented and turned to Jesus in a broken fashion. She is an 
example of one not concerned with what others think of her, so swept away in worship that she has moved 
out of the need for the approval of people. She rests in the freedom that forgiveness brings. She realizes 
that she is no longer defined by her sin, but by the grace she has received. She is a child of God. Simon, on 
the other hand, is still defined by the things that have defeated him—his inflated view of himself. He is 
religious. It seems he thinks himself better than God. That is what pride does. It puts my view of things 
above God’s view. Jesus allows Simon the opportunity to see himself as he is. The woman receives the 
affirmation of forgiveness—Simon does not. His pride will not allow him to see himself in a healthy way. His 
definition of right and wrong, good and evil, and God’s design will not allow him to see his pride. Today, 
consider your view of yourself. Who do you consider to be less than you? When you think about that person 
or people group, do you think that somehow you are more deserving of God’s love than they are? Really ask 
God to search you in this. We live in a day and age where everyone seems to be in conflict with anyone who 
does not agree with them. If we are not careful, we get caught up in thinking in ways that reflect pride and a 
lack of grace toward others—who are image bearers of God. Who is it that you think you are better than? 
Repent of those thoughts and ask for forgiveness. Allow God to come against that pride in your life and 
remove it from you! 

Thursday, September 24, 2020 
Sorrowful 
Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Mark 10:22 
Today read and/or listen to Mark 10:17-31. Again, we see in this passage how an inflated view of one’s self 
can keep a person from grasping the grace of forgiveness, even if the rejection of the grace brings great 
sorrow! This rich young man came to Jesus to seek eternal life. Jesus looked at him and loved him. The 
young man had tried to live a righteous life. He had kept the commandments to the best of his ability, but in 
his heart, it seems he knew that more was needed. He came to discover what more was needed from him. 
Jesus told him to rid himself of all that he was trusting in apart from God. Then he would be ready to follow 
Jesus. He left with great sorrow because he had more than he could part with. It is not that there is 
something wrong with wealth; it is when wealth becomes the cause for your security, apart from Christ, that 
there is an issue. Jesus told him specifically to give the money to the poor. Perhaps this young man had not 
considered that the wealth he had been entrusted with was given so that he could help to meet the needs of 
others. Perhaps in his pride he did not see the need to help others. He had great possessions. Pride causes 
us to gather and accumulate. It causes us to consume excessively instead of contributing generously. What 
is it that you hold on to that could be used to help others? Is there a degree of pride that causes you to hold 
on to it for yourself when you may have been given it so that you could use it to benefit others? It may be a 
tangible thing like money, clothes, or food. It could be an extra room in your house. It could be some time 
that you could be helping others. It could be prayers offered in intercession. Today, consider how to use 
what you have been given by grace to bless others. 


