
Saturday, September 19, 2020 
How to Live with a Renewed Mind 
Paul tells us that believers should live with a renewed mind. Simply put, a renewed mind is a 
mind that no longer thinks one way, but thinks differently. When a person is saved, their desires 
start to slowly change. This change happens as the believer reads the Word of God and sees 
what God has to say about how a believer lives. Paul explains, in Philippians 4:8, what a believer 
should be thinking about. Paul tells the Philippians, Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. As we 
meditate on these things, we will be changed from one glory to the next. Remember: the standard 
for what is true, honorable, just, pure, commendable, excellent, and praiseworthy is God Himself. 
That is why we must be like Mary and sit at the feet of Jesus, allowing His Word to model and 
shape us. Take a moment to reread Philippians 4:8. Now evaluate what you say and what you 
listen to. See if there are areas where you need to allow the Word of God to reshape you. Pray 
and ask God to continue His sanctifying work in your life. 

Pastor Tim Yorgey 

Friday, September 18, 2020 
How the World Tries to Conform the Believer’s Thoughts 
Paul uses the term “world” to mean “a way of thinking.” Ever since the fall of man, there has been  
a way of thinking in this world that does not glorify God. This way of thinking has blinded the eyes 
of every person. Read Romans 1:18-32. In this passage, we see how mankind has willfully 
rejected God and how God has given them over to evil thoughts—evil thoughts that lead to evil 
actions. These evil thoughts are continually being pushed as a “normal” way of thinking by sinful 
humanity. The believers main weapon is the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit (Titus 
3:5). The world tries to pressure the believer to doubt that God’s way is the best. This pressure is 
the same pressure the serpent used when tempting Eve. Read Genesis 3:1-7. Here we see the 
serpent continually questioning whether God really knows what is best for Adam and Eve. This 
line of questioning is at the heart of every sin and the world’s way of thinking. At the root of the 
matter is: do we trust God that His way is best or do we believe the lie of this world? May we trust 
and obey God. As the song says,  

Trust and obey,  
For there's no other way,  

To be happy in Jesus,  
But to trust and obey. 

September 14 - 19, 2020 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Christian Living 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  Romans 12:2 



Tuesday, September 15, 2020 
Brothers, by the Mercies of God 
With the gospel message still fresh in his mind, Paul turns the corner and pleads with his brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Paul understands the unity and family relationship that believers have in 
Christ. Paul’s uses two appeals to establish his argument for faithful Christian living. The first 
appeal is the brotherhood we share in Christ. This brotherhood is not merely a common interest 
in things, but a deep binding oneness in Christ. Believers have more in common with each other 
then their own biological family. The second appeal is the mercies of God. Paul here is saying 
that the wonderful and glorious mercies of God are the ground on which the rest of the argument 
hinges. God, who is rich in mercy, has poured out His mercy on believers and, because of these 
truths, the response of a believer is to present their bodies as a living sacrifice to God. When 
Isaiah got a glimpse into the holiness of God, his response was one of repentance and a desire 
to be used by God. May every believer feast on the mercies of God each day and, in turn, live a 
faithful life of obedience. May we join with the psalmist in Psalm 89 and say, I will sing of the 
steadfast love of the Lord, forever; with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all 
generations. 

Monday, September 14, 2020 
The Gospel Saves and Keeps 
Romans 12-16 is the conclusion of Paul’s explanation of the gospel. At the end of Romans 11, 
Paul is overcome with the gospel and the greatness of God. The gospel is the good news that we 
can have peace with the Holy and Righteous Judge of the universe. The gospel reminds each 
person that they fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) and that each time we sin we earn 
death (Romans 6:23). Yet God in His mercy and grace died on the cross and rose again, 
accomplishing salvation for all who would believe. The gospel call is to repent of sin and place 
your faith and trust in Jesus as the only way of salvation. Once a person is saved by grace, the 
need for the gospel does not end. The believer needs to remind themselves of the gospel every 
day. The gospel fuels praise and thanks to God (Romans 11:33-36), reminds us of who we are in 
Christ (I Cor. 15:1-11), sustains us (Jude 20-21), and keeps us from sin (Romans 6). The gospel 
is the engine that drives faithful living for every Christian. May we join the hymn of old and 
proclaim, 

I love to tell the story 
For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting 
To hear it like the rest 

And when in scenes of glory 
I sing the new, new song 
‘Twill be the old, old story 
That I have loved so long 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 
Present Your Bodies as a Living Sacrifice 
Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.  Romans 12:1 
“Present” comes from sacrificial imagery. This imagery carries with it a turning over the body to 
God’s glory and His service. This is an active presentation of a believer’s life to God. Old 
Testament sacrifices were offered after the sacrifice was killed. We (believers) are called to 
present ourselves as a living sacrifice, a sacrifice fully given over to God. Once a believer tastes 
and sees that God is worthy of all glory and praise, as seen in the gospel, that believer is 
overwhelmed by the love of God for lost sinners like themselves. That is why Isaac Watts ended 
his famous hymn with, “love so amazing, so divine, depends my soul, my life, my all.” A living 
sacrifice is a sacrifice completely given over to God and what His will is for their life. Read 
Romans 12:3-8 and pray that God gives you an opportunity today to faithfully follow Him.  

Thursday, September 17, 2020 
Do Not Be Conformed 
Paul continues his appeal to faithful living for the believer with a negative command. He calls the 
believer to not be conformed to the world. The world is continually pressing on a believer to think 
and act like the world instead of thinking and acting like a follower of God. Since we live in a 
world that is solely focused on the here and now, it is very easy to be conformed to that way of 
thinking. This is part of the battle we face each day, living in the world and not being of the world. 
If the battle is not understood, the believer will not have the armor of God to help defeat the 
constant pressure to conform to the world. Conformity happens quickly when we allow ourselves 
to be entertained by the world—and in that entertainment is a way of thinking that goes directly 
against the Bible. Many believers think that “not being conformed to this world” means that a 
Christian does everything opposite of the world. This is not what Paul is telling believers here. 
Paul is saying there is a way of Christ-like thinking that influences what a believer does. Pray that 
God would give you wisdom to see areas in your life that are being pressured by the world’s 
thinking. 


