
Saturday, August 29, 2020 
Eternal song 
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!
 Revelation 5:13 
Forever and ever. Amen. The choir that is singing to the Lamb grows yet again! Every creature in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth and in the sea. All creation singing praise to God the Father and the 
Lamb—the Son. Every knee shall bow, and every tongue will confess. All creation. Imagine this moment! It 
is the moment right before the first seal is broken. In one way, it is anticipatory praise in that it is an eternal 
song—forever and ever. In this scene we get a glimpse of why corporate worship is so important. As more 
and more voices and hearts are added to the praise and worship the crescendo builds and builds to untold 
volume and yet contains crystal clear clarity and unity. It is as we come together and as we bring our 
individual voices and hearts of worship that have been proclaiming the worth of God nonstop during the 
week that we begin to see this imagined on earth. We encourage one another to stay focused on the One 
who is worthy. It reminds us that we are part of a whole—the family of God. The worship service on earth is 
a family reunion of sorts and it is a foretaste of the eternal choir we are part of on earth as we await the 
eternal presence. It is critical to maintain the unity for which Jesus prayed in John 17. Thanksgiving is the 
entry to worship, but prolonged attendance in the presence of God brings a depth of worship that draws a 
person into closeness with God and a desire to be close with and in unity with others who are drawn in as 
well. We will be part of this eternal song forever and ever. And the four living creatures said, “Amen!’ and the 
elders fell down and worshiped. What does it look like for you to join in with 
others to praise God and to know him more? Today ponder how you may 
prepare your heart to be part of a worship experience with other believers 
tomorrow. As you come together how can the glimpse into the door of Heaven 
impact your worship here on earth? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, August 28, 2020 
Worthy 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory 
and blessing! Revelation 5:12 
Read or listen to all of Revelation 5 today. Today we focus on the praise song of Revelation 5:12. Look 
carefully at verse 11 to see who is singing this song. The living beings and the elders are joined by the voice 
of many angels—look at how many. Myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands. This basically means 
an uncountable number and then some! Now look carefully as they declare that the Lamb is worthy to 
receive worship. Notice what they sing that he is worthy to receive in contrast to what he set aside to come 
to earth so that he could be the Redeemer. He came to earth in the weakness of frail humanity, yet he is 
omnipotent. He came to earth in great poverty, yet he has unlimited wealth. He was mocked and thought a 
fool, yet he has all wisdom. He died in apparent weakness on the cross and yet he is almighty. He was 
dishonored and discredited, yet all honor is his. He became a curse for us (Galatians 3:13), yet he is worthy 
of blessing. Pause and consider the contrast. Look carefully at the list. Realize the grace and humility of our 
King. Read Philippians 2:5-11 to gain a perspective of what is happening in this glimpse into heaven’s 
praise. Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive your praise. Thank you, Jesus. We are truly in awe of 
you and our voices join with those of the heavenly choir! Let your vice sing to the Lamb today! 

August 24 - 29, 2020 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Looking Through an Open Door 
Revelation 4 & 5 
 
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven!  
Revelation 4:1 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1 



Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come! Revelation 4:8 
Again today, take the time to read or listen to Revelation 4-5. Today we consider what it means to worship 
God because of who he is. The essential qualities and nature of God make him alone worthy of worship. 
There is none other that deserves this worship. As we continue to look through the open door, we see who 
worships God in heaven. We see who is around the throne. First, we are introduced to twenty-four elders 
seated around the throne on thrones of their own. They are clothed in white and have golden crowns 
signifying victory and purity. Further in, we see the seven torches of fire and then we see four living beings. 
There is lightning and there is thunder. What a scene! Imagine seeing it and then having to put it into words. 
The twenty-four elders are possibly angels or possibly men who symbolize the people of God in heaven. 
The latter would align with the twenty-four priests that represented the whole of the priests in 1 Chronicles 
24:3-5. The seven torches represent the completeness of God and symbolize the Holy Spirit, the fire 
reminds us of judgment. Lightning and thunder are a signal that the storm is coming. The four living beings 
remind us of the seraphim of Isaiah 6 and the cherubim of Ezekiel 1. They are the ones closest to the 
throne. They are in a constant state of worship. Even as they perform the roles they are given (as seen in 
chapter 6), they are in a state of worship. The first worship we see is worship that is motivated by who God 
is. It is not about what he has done—it is about who he is. God is worthy of worship because he is God. He 
is holy, holy, holy. His attributes and nature are worthy of adoration and praise. The four living beings 
declare God’s holiness, his omnipotence, and his eternality. Just those three aspects of his essential nature 
are enough to incite spontaneous, ecstatic praise! Today, think about the nature and character of God. Try 
to think of him considering not what he has done, but who he is. Consider his attributes and his nature. 
Think of the ones you know—look up some you do not. Cry out in song to the Almighty Lord God who is 
forever and who is holy, holy, holy. 

Monday, August 24, 2020 
Open door 
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven!  Revelation 4:1 
This week we will look at Revelation 4 & 5. Find time each day this week to read or listen to these two 
chapters, asking God to teach you about worship. Revelation was written by John the Apostle. Most believe 
that it was written around A.D. 95, while he was in exile on the island of Patmos. While there, God gave him 
a vision. He was commanded to write it down. It would consist of things that he had seen, those that are, 
and those that are to take place after this (1:19). This lays out the outline for the book. Revelation 1 reveals 
the things that he had seen; chapters 2-3 declare the things that are (the letters to the churches of John’s 
time); and finally, chapters 4-22 tell of the things that will take place after the time of the writing. The book 
itself contains a wonderful presentation of prophecy, which is best understood alongside the prophecies of 
the Old Testament that speak of the end times as well. But we will look at that at a different time, should the 
Lord allow. This week, we will focus on a moment in heaven that is captured in the section of the book that 
had not happened at the time of John’s writing this letter. A door standing open in heaver is what John sees 
and he is taken up to see what must take place. As he is taken up, he sees the throne of God. The throne is 
of major emphasis in the book of Revelation but look how many times the throne is mentioned in Revelation 4. 
The throne of God represents his sovereignty. In John’s vision of the throne (4:3) he sees God having the 
appearance of jasper, carnelian, and an emerald rainbow around the throne. The jasper stone(clear) is 
believed to represent his holiness and the carnelian (red) his justice. The emerald rainbow seems to be a 
full circle that reminds the reader of the covenant of God with Noah and the mercy revealed by that rainbow. 
This will have significance as these chapters introduce the coming judgement. The rainbow is a reminder 
that God’s mercy is as great as his majesty. His sovereignty will not triumph at the expense of his mercy. 
Justice and mercy. As you go through your day, consider the throne of God. Is he sovereign over your life? 
Consider the justice and the mercy of God. How does each impact your worship of him? 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 
Creator 
Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things and by 
your will they existed and were created. Revelation 4:11 
As the four living beings begin to sing, the twenty-four elders fall to the ground and cast their crowns before 
the throne. They worship God for what he has done in creating. God is worthy of praise because he has 
created all that there is. Those in his presence seem to realize this at a great depth. They worship the 
Creator. He is the source of everything—everything. He is the source. He created all there is from nothing. 
That is the power he has. He is worthy to receive glory and honor and power. It is not that the elders are 
giving him those things, it is that they are declaring he is worthy of those things that are his. What a contrast 
to the worship on earth where the created is worshiped rather than the Creator (Romans 1:25). Last week, 
we considered pagan and partial worship and how those are the types of worship that most define worship 
as on earth. It is not the pure worship that we see here. So many times, on earth, it is denied that God is the 
Creator. Even when it is not denied, it does not necessarily lead people to worship. We do not see the need 
to fall before our Creator. Just the fact that God is the Creator should move us to joy-filled submissive 
worship and adoration. But even more, it should move us to mouth-dropping awe of his unlimited and 
amazing power. That should cause us to honor him and give him all the glory. Have you ever fallen down in 
worship before the Creator? Find time today to kneel before God. Even lay prostrate before him proclaiming 
these words to him, joining the chorus of heaven. Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things and by your will they existed and were created. 

Thursday, August 27, 2020 
Redemption 
Worthy are you to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom 
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing! Revelation 5:9-10, 12 
The scene changes as we move to chapter 5. A scroll becomes visible. It is a scroll with seven seals. The 
opening of this scroll will bring about the final judgments. But also, the opening of this scroll will consummate 
redemption. The “not yet” aspect of our salvation will not be realized apart from the opening of this scroll. 
The promised eternal peace, the promised justice of God will not come to pass apart from the opening of the 
scroll. In some ways, we can see this scroll as a title deed or a will. It can only be opened by the heir. A loud 
cry goes out from an angel, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” No one is found able—
not in heaven, on earth, or under the earth! John wails and weeps (5:4). John knows that his inheritance is 
contained within the scroll as well, the redemption plan cannot be completed. But one of the elders tells 
John that the Lion of Judah (Genesis 49:8-10), the Root of David (Matthew 22:41-46 reveals that in his 
humanity he was from David, but that in his deity he is the root of David). This is the designation of the 
conquering Messiah. John turned to see this One who is worthy to open the scroll. Through tears he saw not 
the lion he expected, but rather he saw the Lamb (John 1:29). And the lamb looked as if it had been slain. 
There were scars. This Lamb is standing even closer to the throne than the elders. He reaches out and 
takes the scroll from his Father. He is worthy because not only can he open the seals of the scroll, he has 
the ability to make them come true!!! The Messiah is the Redeemer. He is worthy. Because he is worthy the 
living beings sing to the Lamb. Chapter 4 directs praise to the Father, chapter 5 to the Lamb. Look carefully 
at what the Lamb is being praised for in the verses above. He ransomed people from every nation, 
language, tribe, and tongue for God. He made them to be a kingdom and priests to God. They shall reign on 
earth. The Lamb is worthy to receive our praise. As you go through this day, consider all the ways that 
Jesus is worthy of praise—consider all the ways he is worthy of your praise. 


