
Friday, August 14, 2020 
Paul speaking to the men of Corinth 
Read I Corinthians 16:13-14. In the closing remarks to the church of Corinth, Paul is giving last-
minute instructions. In these two verses, we see Paul addressing the men of Corinth. Notice the 
order of what is said, Be watchful, because danger and error are everywhere. Next, he says 
stand firm in the faith, do not wavier or give in to your own beliefs or convictions. Finally, in verse 
13, Paul states, act like men, be strong. Paul is calling for the men of Corinth to have 
uncompromising courage. This should start to sound familiar. Here in this passage, as in the ones 
above, we see the need for strength and courage in being a righteous follower of God. In verse 
14, Paul reminds them that being a man of strength and courage is an act of love. When men of 
the faith are weak and immoral, they will be lovers of themselves and not lovers of God or others. 
Love is not for the weak but for the strong. Love is not something to hide behind. Love speaks the 
truth with conviction and strength. Love does not seek the easy way out but stands for the truth. 
How are you being strong in your life during uncertain times? Pray and ask God to give you a 
loving heart that is bold for the truth. 

Saturday, August 15, 2020 
Paul speaking to all believers 
Read Ephesians 6:10-20. Paul is exhorting the believer to fight the fight of faith with the whole 
armor of God. In verse 18, Paul encourages believers to pray and keep alert. Again, we see the 
same language of be strong, alert, and take courage from earlier passages. With that in mind, let 
us focus on verses 19 and 20, where Paul asks for prayer. Here, Paul askes twice for boldness. 
Paul is living in uncertain times. Every town he preaches in could imprison him—or worse—yet 
the message of the gospel must go forth. Paul understands that standing and proclaiming the 
gospel is not easy. Standing for the truth takes great courage and boldness. This courage and 
boldness does not come from the individual; it comes from the truthfulness of the message, which 
is God Himself. Paul knows that the message is the power to save and he is just a tool in the 
hands of a sovereign God. Yet, he still needs boldness to faithfully proclaim the gospel. Being 
fearful of men is a very real fear and can cause many to be silent. Paul reminds us through this 
prayer request what we should be praying each day. Take time now to pray for boldness in 
sharing the truth. Memorize Psalm 118:6 to help you remember that God is with you and not to 
fear others. 

Pastor Tim Yorgey Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

August 10 - 15, 2020 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and 
learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

The Call for Discernment 

Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, 
200 chiefs, and all their kinsmen under their command. 1 Chronicles 12:32 



Monday, August 10, 2020 
Moses speaking to Joshua 
And the LORD will give them over to you, and you shall do to them according to the whole 
commandment that I have commanded you. Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread 
of them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.
 (Deuteronomy 31:5-6) 

In this passage, Moses is giving his final address to the nation of Israel. The nation of Israel is on 
the verge of stepping into the promise land. They are leaving the wilderness, the only life that 
many of this next generation has ever known. Change is happening all around them. The nation 
is moving—moving into hostile land. A battle will be fought and the leader they have been 
following for years is dying. What will life be like under the new leadership? With all these 
questions in the air, Moses speaks to Joshua and tells him the most important truths a leader 
needs to remember and tell others in times of uncertainty. Moses tells Joshua to follow the 
commands of God that he had given to Joshua. Be strong, be courageous, do not fear, because 
God is with you. Notice that Moses tells Joshua the same thing three different ways. Be strong, 
be courageous, and do not fear. Why is Moses saying this? I believe Moses is saying this 
because Moses has learned that doing the right thing is hard; it takes strength and courage. That 
is why Moses tells Joshua to do what God has said and then reminds him to stand strong. In 
what areas of your life is God calling you to stand for the truth? Pray for boldness. 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 
God speaking to Joshua 
Read Joshua 1:1-9. The great leader of the nation of Israel has died and Joshua is chosen by 
God to step into leadership. Whenever there is a change in leadership, uncertainty is all around. 
God comes to Joshua and tells Joshua what to do. In verse 3, God tells Joshua to get up, get 
going, and take the land that God has given to Israel. God encourages Joshua and tells him that 
just as He was with Moses, so He will be with Joshua. Next, God states—three different times—
the phrase “be strong and courageous.” Again, God is reminding and encouraging Joshua that 
doing the right thing it not easy and will be very difficult. In the middle of these reminders, God 
tells Joshua that strength and courage will come from meditating on the Word of God. Joshua is 
told that he should not let the Word of God depart from his mouth. This means that everything 
that comes from the mouth of Joshua needs to go through the holy filter of God’s Word. When 
Joshua is focused on the Word of God, he will be a man of singular focus. He will not be 
distracted, but focused on the mission God has chosen him to do. How are you meditating on the 
Word of God, so that it filters all you say and do? In what areas of your life do you need strength 
and courage to follow God? 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 
God speaking to Joab 
Read 2 Samuel 10:1-12. In this passage, Joab, the commander of David’s forces, is surrounded 
by the Ammonites and the Syrians. Joab decides to split his army and tells each side that they 
need to help each other during the battle. Verse 12 is the record of the speech Joab gave to the 
men of David before the battle. Joab did not give a speech about fighting for fame and glory. 
Joab reminded them to be of good courage, that others are counting on you, and that God will 
remember what is good, win or lose. In this verse, we see how men of God are to respond to 
conflict and challenges. Joab makes a wise choice with his army and understands that the 
outcome rests with God and that the outcome is good. Again, we see how men of faith live and 
speak to each other. Joab reminds us that we need to be courageous for the task and that the 
outcome of the task is from a good God. So, even if things do not turn out how we think they 
should, it is still good and from a good God. Take time today to thank God for how He is working 
all things for your ultimate good. 

Thursday, August 13, 2020 
David Speaking to Solomon 
Read I Kings 2:1-9. In this passage, King David is dying and gives a farewell address to his son 
Solomon, the next King of Israel. There is always uncertainty when a new King comes to the 
throne. David understands the uncertain times as well as the importance of Solomon needing 
guidance to lead the nation. In verse 2, David encourages his son to be strong, to be a man, to 
walk in the way of the Lord, and to be faithful. Notice again the phrase “be strong.” Here David is 
telling his son that being and doing the right thing takes strength and that he will be tempted to be 
weak and give in to the wrong. Next, instead of the normal courageous line, David says “be a 
man.” Here we see that being courageous and being a man are the same concept. There is 
nothing more manly then standing for the truth of God with courage in the face of error and evil. 
David knows that his son will be tempted with all kinds of evil and that for Solomon to prosper he 
must be a courageous man, valiant for the truth. David ends this section with a reminder to walk 
faithfully in the way of the Lord. In order to walk faithfully, Solomon must pay close attention to all 
that God has said. What are some areas in your life that are causing you to lose focus on God? 
During times of uncertainty, what are the pitfalls that are easy to fall into? What promises of God 
are you holding onto to help keep your focus on Him? 


