
Friday, August 7, 2020 
Yearn    
In the last days the mountain of the LORD'S temple will be established as chief among the mountains; 
it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it.               Micah 4:1 

I read and reread and reread Micah 4, yearning for the day spoken of there. I am certain that many, 
many others have done so as well. Reading chapters 4 and 5 causes me to see how the Jews missed 
seeing that Jesus was and is the Messiah they are waiting for, in his first advent. I long for the last 
days spoken of in these chapters. I long for the peace that will come when Messiah comes back in 
great power to establish the reign spoken of here. I bask in the description and I close my eyes and 
dream of that day. I see the people streaming to the Lord to hear the words that he has to say. For all 
eternity people will hang on every word spoken by the Lord Almighty. He will teach and people will 
obey. “We will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever” (4:5). The plan of God will 
continue to unfold until the amazing day spoken of here. I ache for this peace. I long to be released 
into this reign of the LORD my God. I thirst for this freedom from the sin that constantly torments me. 
The certain hope of these promises gives me the strength to endure this world and the resolve to 
make this God known. I long for people to see that what they yearn for is found in God alone. May 
God allow me the joy of helping many people know this truth. 

Dear God, I yearn for this reign. I long for the day when You come in Your power and all sin is done 
away with and Your children are in Your perfect presence, truly worshiping You in all Your splendor!  
I dream of that day. Keep me hopeful, even as I labor for You. Amen. 
 

Saturday, August 8, 2020 
Required           
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.                 Micah 6:8 

The nation of Israel has a certain and sure hope. Micah does not allow us to think any differently, especially 
when the end of chapter seven is read. Yet Israel does not cling to her God. She has turned from God and 
turned to other things, bringing sacrifices that are unworthy because they come from a heart that is not 
broken before him. In the midst of this book comes a powerful verse. In a very brief statement, it becomes 
very clear what the LORD requires of each and every person. One cannot read the Bible without seeing 
God’s love for justice, his never-ending mercy, and his desire for humility. These are each so perfectly 
displayed in Jesus the Messiah. When God became flesh, he demonstrated that this was the way man 
should live. This verse is one that has become very important for me. All too often, I find myself like the 
nation of Israel. I take advantage of the grace of God instead of living that grace out to others. Through 
Jesus, I am given a new life. That life is a life of doing what is right, living mercifully, and walking in humility, 
with a clear understanding that I am nothing without God. The joy comes in realizing that these things are 
required so that I may live in the abundance of life for which I have been designed. I must learn to settle for 
nothing less than that which is required of me, so that I may live in joy. 

Dear God, please lead me in the path of justice and mercy, keeping me humble as I walk with You. I am so 
grateful for the new life You have given me that allows me to know the joy of 
walking in Your truth and in Your requirements. May You see this as an 
offering of love to You. May my life be an example because of this. Amen. 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

August 3 - 8, 2020 



Monday, August 3, 2020 
Vision    
The vision of Obadiah. This is what the Sovereign LORD says about Edom—We have heard a message 
from the LORD: An envoy was sent to the nations to say, “Rise, and let us go against her for battle”       
 Obadiah 1 
The shortest of the Old Testament books is a word that declares a prophecy against Edom. Edom was the 
nation of Esau. Esau was the twin brother of Jacob. Esau sold his birthright and later lost his blessing. In 
many ways, it seems this conflict was never resolved. Edom would not let Moses lead the people of Israel 
through its land. They have chosen a position that places them in opposition to God. Obadiah is a judgment 
against them. Nations fight against nations, but here we are reminded that all too often family fights against 
family. Obadiah records that Edom used violence against their brothers (10-11), they ignored the peril that 
the Israelites were in (12a), they celebrated at the destruction (12b), they assisted in the defeat (13), they 
acted deliberately (14), and they ignored the warning of the Lord. For this, the nation would be judged. 
Indeed, the Edomites have disappeared from history. The final mention of them in the Bible is found in the 
account of King Herod the Great who ordered the death of the infants of Bethlehem. He was an Idumaean 
(Greek for Edomite), whose father had converted to Judaism. It was the pride of the Edomites that led to 
their demise (3). There are many takeaways for me in this, but the one I am focused on today is the 
importance of love within the family of God and the embracing of his plan. This means two things: 1) that I 
love my brothers and sisters in the Lord in the Church; 2) that my heart yearns for the nation of Israel in the 
same way that the heart of my Father does. I must be careful not to join in with those who would call for the 
overturning of Israel. God’s Word is sure of what waits for those who do. But beyond that, I am privileged to 
love those whom He loves and has chosen. 
 
Dear God, may I always be reminded of Your plans—not only for me but for all the nations. Especially 
remind me of Your love for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Allow me the joy of loving all Your children in the 
way that You love Your children. Once again, my prayer is that You would keep me from pride. Amen. 

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 
Thank You 
“When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to you, to your holy 
temple.”  “Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs. But I, with a song of 
thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. Salvation comes from the 
LORD.”                 Jonah 2:7-9 

Salvation comes from the LORD. From the belly of the great fish, Jonah prays. It is in many ways a 
prayer of repentance. One can only surmise which worthless idols Jonah was clinging to that caused 
him to lose his grip on grace. More than likely, they were similar to those which I cling to so 
desperately. Jonah helps me to consider that if I am clinging to an idol, my hands are full and I cannot 
cling to grace. Yet I am called to remember that salvation comes from the LORD at all times. Even in 
the bleakest moment, if I relent and repent I will find forgiveness. The thank offering that Jonah is 
speaking of here is a voluntary offering given as a symbol of deep gratitude for the salvation that is 
given. As Jonah closed his eyes in the darkness of his captivity, he considered the temple of the 
LORD and the sacrifices made there. He then declared that he would continue to thank God for his 
salvation. While I may not find myself in the belly of a fish, I can find myself captive to the thoughts that 
take me away from the joy of the salvation that is found in the LORD through Jesus the Messiah. I can 
offer thanks from a heart of deep gratitude today. This is what will cause me to lose my grip on the 
worthless idols and grab on tightly to the love of my Savior. 
Dear God, like Jonah, I realize the depth of my sin. I cry out to You and thank You for Your salvation. 
Today I declare that I will offer a song of thanksgiving and a sacrifice of praise to You—my Rock and 
my Redeemer! Amen. 

Wednesday, August 5, 2020 
Second Chances   
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
proclaim to it the message I give you.” Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now 
Nineveh was a very important city—a visit required three days.           Jonah 3:1-3 
In the book of Jonah, God is seen as a God of second chances. He is a compassionate and gracious 
God. He gives Jonah a second opportunity to obey and Jonah does. God’s heart of compassion and 
second chances can also be seen in the response of the people of Nineveh to the call of judgment. 
Sadly, repentance is all too rare a response in the Bible. Yet, this great city of Nineveh repents—
broken before the LORD!! They take Jonah’s message to heart, which allows God to respond with 
grace, according to His changeless nature, because of their change of conduct. God did not change 
His mind; he relented because of their change in actions. As long as a person lives in this world, there 
is a chance to repent so that God may relent in the judgment that must come against sin. However, 
people are “destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Once a person dies, 
their fate is sealed. There will be no second chances. The decisions made on earth have eternal 
implications. If one chooses to reject the reach of God on earth, God will honor that choice for all 
eternity. That person will never know the presence of God. If one repents and turns toward God, one 
can be certain of the never-ending presence of God because of his promise and his power. 
O LORD, thank You that You have called me to repentance and that I have found the joy of 
forgiveness and Your presence in my life. And yet, I realize how many others have not yet found this 
joy. Have You called me to go out and have I have fallen asleep in the boat as I ran from that call? 
Help me see if there are any people that I need to be telling about Your coming judgment so that they 
can be set free! Amen. 

Thursday, August 6, 2020 
Look!    
Hear, O peoples, all of you, listen, O earth and all who are in it, that the Sovereign LORD may witness 
against you, the Lord from his holy temple. Look! The LORD is coming from his dwelling place; he 
comes down and treads the high places of the earth. The mountains melt beneath him and the valleys 
split apart, like wax before the fire, like water rushing down a slope.          Micah 1:2-4 
Micah begins his prophecy with a glimpse into the amazing power, might, strength, and sovereignty of 
the LORD. He proclaims, “Look!” He then poetically gives a picture of God moving in judgment against 
the people of Israel. Today I pause and consider the picture he paints. There are several places 
recorded in Scripture where God comes down. I consider Psalm 18 as God comes down in power to 
answer the prayer offered by David. The power described is the same, but for some reason, as I 
consider what is captured here by Micah, I find myself feeling an even greater sense of awe. God is 
stepping off his throne to come and bring discipline to his wayward child. The earth understands 
exactly what is happening here—even as the people do not. God’s creation sings his praises (Psalm 
19) and his creation is also keenly aware of his coming wrath (Romans 8). Each step of God melts the 
mountains and splits the valleys apart. This is God. Micah will speak of doom and hope—pain and 
promise. This too is God. He is kind and yet he is stern (Romans 11). Paul warns the Gentiles to 
consider carefully this truth so as to remain in the kindness of God and not be cut off. I am in awe of 
this God whom I love. As I read of this power, I am filled with a holy fear as well. 
O LORD, today I am filled with fear as I read this account of who you are. It is not that I am afraid of 
You, but that I have caught a greater glimpse of Your amazing power and strength. I am moved to ask 
You to forgive me for the way that I have all too often put You into a little box so that I could contain 
You. You are uncontainable. I see that now in a new way. I fall before You, my God and King. Amen. 


