
Friday, July 24, 2020 
Judgement 
For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be 
the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous is scarcely 
saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 1 Peter 4:17-18 

There is a judgement that comes on those in the house of God. Here Peter is arguing from lesser 
to greater. There is a greater judgment awaiting the unsaved. It is an eternal conscious torment, 
reaping the consequences of rejecting of God. What does he mean to say by this? There is a 
judgment that comes against sin. All sin must be judged. For the unbeliever this will be the 
judgement of eternity. For the believer, the punitive judgment has been paid by Christ at the 
cross, so Peter is not speaking of punitive judgment here. Rather he is speaking of disciplinary 
judgment that is refining and purifying so that the sin may be purged from the bride. The 
purification needed for the church comes through the discipline of God. The suffering that is 
endured by the follower of Christ in this world is to be seen as the purifying hand of the loving 
Father, but in that it can be seen that the suffering that awaits one who rejects the gospel and 
chooses rather to live in disobedience will be much, much greater. How can you lean into the 
purifying work of God in your life? How can you see that his hand of discipline is his work to bring 
you more closely to himself and to give you opportunity to turn from those things you are 
choosing that defile you? 

Saturday, July 25, 2020 
Entrust 
Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while 
doing good. 1 Peter 4:19 
This verse in many ways, encompasses the entirety of the letter. God is faithful—he is holding for us an 
inheritance in heaven (1:5). We are to be doing good—keeping our conduct pure (1:15; 2:12, 15, 20; 3:1, 13, 
17). We are to suffer according to God’s will (2:15; 3:17). We are to entrust our souls to God (2:23). Peter is 
summarizing what he has taught and what he has experienced in his life to be true. The follower of Jesus 
will suffer, but they can suffer according to the will of God! They can serve God willingly with their lives, 
revealing him in all they do. As they suffer according to the will of God, they learn the joy of trusting that he 
is in the midst of whatever is happening. They can trust him to bring justice where he determines it is 
needed. Their circumstances are not what they are trusting in; they are trusting in God. What happens to 
them is less important than how they can reveal God in what is happening in their lives. They know their 
Father is the Creator, who is faithful to his promises and to his purposes. They know that he has not taken 
his eye off of them. He is in every minute of their day and they are his beloved. They can joyfully and 
willingly choose to do good—to have their conduct reflect the holiness of the One who called them out of the 
darkness into the marvelous light. They no longer live to be in darkness; they strive to be in the light. So, 
how will you choose to live this day in light of this verse? If you get a chance, listen to this whole letter being 
read aloud, thinking about this verse as you listen. May you suffer according to God’s will, entrusting your 
soul to a faithful Creator as you are doing good. Amen. 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and 
learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

July 20–25, 2020 

Bearing the Name 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of 
you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for judgment 
to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who 
do not obey the gospel of God? And 
“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while 
doing good.  1 Peter 4:12-19 
 

Those who are dearly loved by God  
entrust themselves to him in all circumstances. 



Monday, July 20, 2020 
Beloved 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you 1 Peter 4:12 
Peter again reminds the Christ-followers he is writing to that they will suffer, but he also reminds them that 
they are beloved—dearly loved. This is so important. We love God because he first loved us (1 John 4:19). 
In order for us to love God (and others) fully, we must come to an overwhelming sense of what it means to 
be loved by God—to be his beloved. God’s love extends to all he has made, yet for those who are his 
children there is a special place of being beloved. Once I grasp the depth of the meaning of my place as a 
beloved of God, I am able to rest in whatever circumstance comes upon me. I can rest in the truth that God 
is with me in the midst of whatever may be happening. There are fiery trials that come into my life. I should 
not be surprised at those trials. Peter introduces the idea of these fiery trials in 1:6-7. These have come so 
that your faith will have a tested genuineness. It is not strange for me to have these trials in my life. God 
loves me so much that he longs for me to grow closer to him and to distance myself from sin. These trials do 
that in my life. The times I have grown closest to the Lord are the times of trail and suffering. It is then that 
my faith must hold me—and it does, if I do not give in to doubt. If I remember and remind myself that I am a 
beloved son of the most high God, I can rest that he is working out in my life that which is best for his 
purposes and his purposes can be trusted. I am held. I am held in the hand of Almighty God and there is 
nothing that can take away the truth that I am dearly loved by him. It is what causes me—and allows me— 
to dearly love him. Spend some time today pondering what it means to be dearly loved by God. Look up the 
word “beloved” in a concordance and find passages that help you embrace the love of God. 

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 
Rejoice and be glad 
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when 
his glory is revealed. 1 Peter 4:13 
Peter brings clarity to the motive for rejoicing in times of suffering. For the Christ-follower, there is suffering 
that will come. In fact, to be in Christ truly is to be in suffering in this world. This world despises Christ and all 
that he represents and all that bears his name. For the Christ-follower, to live in a defiled world is to live in 
suffering. Sin pierces the heart of a child of God and the devasting effects of sin around them causes 
suffering in their heart. Christ humbly and willingly came to the earth he created so that he could bring the 
love of God and the redemption of God. He stepped into the defiled world and that which was pure walked in 
the filth of sin, with all its devastating effects. It caused suffering. As he proclaimed the love of God, he was 
rejected and experienced the pain that goes with that rejection. Peter reminds us of the words of Jesus. We 
can rejoice in this world as we await the rejoicing and gladness that is to come (Matthew 5:11-12). There is 
a future blessing that awaits the child of God. It is a rejoicing and a gladness that will come when Jesus 
returns—that is what it means for his glory to be revealed (1:13). For us to come to the place of that glorious 
rejoicing and gladness, we must journey through the path of suffering. It is the direct route to the destination 
for the child of God (Romans 8:16-17). So, the rejoicing in the suffering here comes as we are able to, by 
God’s grace, reveal him in the midst of the suffering. We can rejoice when we see him known, knowing that 
it is a glimpse of a future glorious revelation, at which point every true follower of Jesus will enter into an 
eternal state of rejoicing and gladness in the blessed place of the presence of God. How are you rejoicing in 
the midst of your circumstance? How are you revealing the true love of God in your suffering? 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 
If 
If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you.  1 Peter 4:14 
Sometimes a future reward can seem so distant that it is hard to stay focused on what is needed to stay the 
course. There is a future reward and blessing that is waiting for those who are able to rejoice amid suffering 
now, but Peter tells the readers there is also a blessing now for those who are insulted for the name of 
Christ. The Spirit of glory rests upon one who is insulted for the name of Christ. In Isaiah 11:2, the Spirit of 
the Lord is predicted to rest upon the shoot that comes from the stump of Jesse—the promised Messiah. 
The Spirit of the Lord rested on Christ and, as Christ indwells the believer, the Spirit of the Lord rests on 
them in this day and age, bringing a blessing beyond compare. We naturally avoid insults and shame, but as 
we come to Christ and as we see the rejoicing that will come in the future and the blessing that awaits us 
here, we can become bold in making the name of Jesus known. Is there anyone you know who does not 
know Jesus as Savior? What is it that keeps you from telling that person about Christ and his salvation? If 
you are like me, it is a fear of being insulted. It is not natural for me to view insult as blessing. We are to be 
about our Father’s business. He is a missionary God and we are missionary kids. He came in the Person of 
Jesus to make salvation known and has left us to be his ambassadors—as if he were making his appeal 
though us (2 Corinthians 5:20)! If we are to seek suffering, it is the suffering that may come if we declare the 
beauty of the Lord—if we proclaim his excellencies (2:9). It is in the insult that we will find the blessing. Who 
can you tell about Jesus today? God has not given you a spirit of fear! Perfect love casts out fear! Go tell it 
on the mountain. Jesus. Amen. 

Thursday, July 23, 2020 
None 
But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone 
suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 
 1 Peter 4:15-16 
People suffer for doing wrong things. It is true that in this world that has been defiled by sin, with people who 
have been defiled by sin, not all wrongdoers suffer. There is injustice in this world. Yet, there are many sins 
that are also against the laws in many places and those wrongdoings carry consequences—and suffering. 
Every sin brings pain. Every sin brings suffering. No sin is to be winked at. I suffer because of sinful choices. 
I can be forgiven by the grace of God and the sin guilt and shame can be taken away, but the consequences 
remain. The suffering. Peter has told the readers they have had enough time bringing pain into their lives 
through sin (4:3). Now he is urging them to remember that there is sin that does not bring the blessing he 
has been talking about. Sin has no place in the life of the Church or any of its members. We are not to invite 
that type of suffering into the church. He lists the large ones first, but then drills in and, in so doing, at some 
level, equates being a meddler with killing or stealing! The word that is used in the original language is one 
that is not found in any other place in the Scriptures or in any writings prior to Peter using it here. It seems to 
carry the meaning of having one’s nose in someone else’s business. Have you had times in your life when 
you suffered because you stuck your nose where it didn’t belong? Have you suffered because someone 
stuck their nose into your stuff? I am not talking about healthy accountability; rather, it is the selfish digging 
in I am speaking of here. We do not need to invite into our lives suffering that comes because it is deserved 
because of sin. Peter makes sure we see that that is not the type of suffering that directly reveals Christ. 
The suffering that a Christian is to bear is that which glorifies God. 


