
Friday, July 17, 2020 
One another 
The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 
Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one 
another without grumbling.  1 Peter 4:7–9 

As Peter reaches out to the followers of Jesus living by the Black Sea in modern-day Turkey, he encourages 
them to encourage one another. Peter knew well that the life of a follower of Jesus was not to be lived alone. 
This is apparent in the account of the early church in Acts. Peter knew that the church needed to be a family 
of the children of God, loving God and loving each other. This required prayer and prayer required focus and 
intentionality. To be aware that the end is near is to live each day in such a way that you are ready to look up 
and see Jesus standing in front of you. It is to be aware that people will suffer eternal conscious torment apart 
from God unless they hear the truth of the gospel. It is to understand that the mission of the church is to 
encourage one another to live out the mission of the church—the Great Commission, given by Jesus 
(Matthew 28:18-20). It is to live with other believers in a way that reveals the love of God above all. Love is 
the greatest of these—it is above all (John 13:34–35; 1 Corinthians 13). We need to love each other in the 
family of God earnestly—selflessly. Selfishness has no place in the family of God. It will not allow the love 
that is needed. The church must be a place where the love of Jesus is freely known and shown selflessly and 
abundantly. We must be self-controlled and sober-minded so that we can pray and so that we will pray! If we 
are not focused on our Lord and controlling our self-desires, we will not go to prayer. We will move ahead in 
self-sufficiency (pride) in opposition to God. How are you intentionally loving the people in the family of God? 
Are you doing that earnestly? How are your prayers? Are they hindered in any way because you are not self-
controlled and focused? 

Saturday, July 18, 2020 
Steward 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:10–11 

Our verses end with a crescendo that has been building since 2:11. To God belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Dominion. Not a word that we use often and not usually with a positive connotation. 
Synonyms include authority, control, dominance, and supremacy. These things belong to God. They are his. 
It is not for us to give him glory and dominion so that he has it—he already does. Rather, it is for us to bow 
down and recognize that it is his—and not ours. Autonomy keeps us from this. It keeps us from basking in 
the joy that comes from kneeling before the Almighty One who is alone worthy of all praise. It keeps us from 
stewarding what he has given us for himself. Autonomy causes us to believe that what we have been given 
to steward is ours. It is not. The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it (Psalm 24:1).  Recognizing that all 
glory and dominion belong to God draws me to realize that everything I have is his and he has entrusted me 
to steward it for him. This includes, but is certainly not limited to, my finances, my relationships, my talents 
and abilities, the spiritual gift that he has given me, my very life. Each breath is given to me by him to 
steward for him. Everything. It is critical for the church to come to a point where each follower of Jesus is 
realizing this truth so that in everything God may be glorified though Jesus Christ! think about what that 
could look like! What if, beginning with me, each follower of Jesus could be 
living each minute of their life in such a way that the spotlight was on God 
alone? What if we each chose to strive to recognize his glory and dominion 
here and now in the way we will when we see him face to face in all his glory? 
To God be the glory, great things he has done! Amen and amen!! Take my life 
Lord, I give myself away to you. Let me be a faithful steward for you.  Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and 
learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

July 13–18, 2020 

Living Free (Part 5) 
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for 
whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the 
flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. For the time that is past suffices for 
doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking 
parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in 
the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to him who is 
ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is why the gospel was preached even to those 
who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the 
way God does. 

The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of 
your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks 
oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order 
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

We are free to live in a way that glorifies God. 



Monday, July 13, 2020 
Arm yourselves 
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin... 1 Peter 4:1 
This week we will look at the final verses in the center section of the letter. Peter is urging followers of Jesus 
to live as people who are free to be servants of God (2:11, 16). He is calling them to see their suffering as a 
way to make Jesus known. He is urging them to have their conduct bring glory to God. He has reminded 
them that Christ suffered, leaving them an example (2:21). Here he urges them to consider that not only 
should they follow the example, they should have the same way of thinking that Jesus did—in fact, that is 
how they should arm themselves. This implies that there is a battle. It is a battle that rages still today—the 
battle of sin. If we are to cease from sin, we must arm ourselves with the same way of thinking as that of 
Jesus—we must have the mind of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 2:16). Peter is not necessarily declaring that we 
can live a sinless life; rather, he is saying that if we suffer with the same mindset as Christ, we will arm 
ourselves with the mindset of a servant of God, as opposed to that of a servant of sin. We have been 
delivered from sin (2:18), ransomed by the precious blood of Jesus so that sin should no longer be our 
master (see Romans 6, especially verses 15–23). Those who are citizens of this world are slaves to sin; 
those who have been ransomed are followers of Jesus, aliens and foreigners in this world—sojourners who 
are passing though, called to live in a way that would reveal the freedom from sin that is available in Jesus. 
We are to do that in communities that reflect a different life than is in the culture around us. We seek to keep 
each other from being tainted by sin, living armed with the way of thinking that Jesus has. So, how are you 
arming yourself and your family? How are you helping to arm other followers of Jesus to have the way of 
thinking Jesus had as he suffered? How are we encouraging each other to lean into the suffering of this 
world in a way that shows we are relying on God to be our place of refuge, entrusting our souls to him? 

Tuesday, July 14, 2020 
Passions 
… so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. 
  1 Peter 4:2 
Peter brings back the thought of the passions that he spoke of in 2:11. The reason a follower of Jesus 
should arm themselves with the same way of thinking as Jesus is so that they might be able to put off 
human passions and instead live for the will of God. These human passions are like a never-ending barrage 
of attacks that war against the soul. They are relentless in their attack. Yet, as a follower of Jesus, you can 
be armed to live not for the passions that would draw you into sin, but toward good conduct and right living. 
We live not autonomously, choosing to be swayed by sinful passions and desires but, instead, we are held 
by the deep desire to do the will of God. Peter has earlier told his readers that the will of God is to do good 
that will silence the ignorance of foolish people (2:15). Remember that in Scripture, to be foolish is to be 
morally corrupted. It means those who do not fear the Lord or live according to his standards (Proverbs 1:7). 
The follower of Jesus has been set free from sin. Sin is no longer the controlling influence in the life of a true 
follower of Jesus. The will of God is the controlling influence in the life of a believer. We are never fully free! 
We are designed to serve. Jesus shows that when he takes on flesh as a servant. The perfect human 
example—the Godman Jesus—was a servant (Philippians 2:7) even though he is God. That was his way of 
thinking. We must realize that once our ransom is paid, we have a choice of who to serve. Prior to the 
ransom being paid, we can only serve sin. Once we repent and are miraculously converted into a new 
creation as a follower of Jesus who has been forgiven by God, we are free to serve him (2 Corinthians 5:14–
17). Yet those human passions have a pull on our soul. That is why we arm ourselves with the mind of 
Christ, so that we might live out the will of God in our lives, living holy lives, just as he is holy (1:15). So, are 
you giving yourself over to the passions of your sin nature or to the will of God? Who is your master? Who 
do you choose to serve? Choose you this day whom you will serve (Joshua 24:14–15).  

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 
Suffices 
For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, 
drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you 
do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to him 
who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 1 Peter 4:3–5 
Peter speaks to the sojourners who live in this world, telling them that the time they gave to human desires 
before they became children of God and citizens of Heaven is enough. It was and is a sufficient amount of 
time to give themselves to that which is despicable and detestable to God. What the Gentiles (pagans—
those without God) want to do is everything that is defiled. It is choosing sin, which earns the wrath of God, 
to live without moral restraint, believing that whatever one feels good doing is good. When you are saved, 
you move out of wanting to do those things. You begin to stick out. To live in a world that is defined by sin in 
a way that chooses not to sin makes you look different and it is surprising to those who think what they are 
doing is okay. It is especially surprising to those who knew you before you knew Christ. That would have 
been the case with the original audience. They were rescued from their old way of life and, as they lived the 
new life, their old friends would want them to come back into the life of filth and would be surprised that 
these new believers would no longer do that. The old friends would then begin to speak evil of them. Peter 
urges them to expect this and to rest in the truth that God will judge them. This seems to speak of Jesus as 
the one who judges, since Peter has earlier said that it is Jesus who will judge the living and the dead (Acts 
10:42). This remains so relevant for today. The church is to be a light of goodness in the culture, but far too 
often the culture has tainted the church. As followers of Jesus, we must join together and live in moral 
purity. We must consciously choose to have our conduct reflect the holiness of God. We can expect that we 
will stick out if we live this way and we must truly ask ourselves why don’t stick out more. Do you stick out? 
Do others notice a difference in what you see as right and wrong because you are given over to serving 
God? Have you seen that the time you have given to sin in the past is enough? 

Thursday, July 16, 2020 
Live 
For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the 
way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.  1 Peter 4:6 
Part of the maligning that the Gentiles would bring into the lives of those who were living as sojourners is 
that there was no reason to live differently because everyone dies anyway. In his second letter, Peter tells of 
the scoffers (those who follow their own sinful desires) who will say that there is no second coming of Jesus 
and that death ends all things (2 Peter 3:3). In the verse we are looking at today, Peter assures his readers 
that those who have heard the message of the gospel and who have received it, though they are dead in the 
flesh, they are alive in the spirit! Some people errantly say that Peter is teaching that there is a second 
chance for those who die to respond to the gospel. That is not what he is teaching, since Scripture is clear 
that the judgement follows death (Hebrews 9:27). Rather, this is the assurance that repentance and belief in 
Jesus for the forgiveness of sin in response to the gospel being heard while alive brings the assurance of 
eternal life with God after the death of the body. There is victory over the death that sin has brought into the 
world. It is victory for the follower of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:54–55), which ultimately happens when the 
glorified body is received—the one that is like that of Jesus (Philippians 3:20–21)—even while the follower of 
Jesus is with God immediately after death (2 Corinthians 5:8, Philippians 1:23). Peter reminds the readers 
that there is a future victory—a home for those who are currently in exile. While we, as followers of Jesus, 
suffer in this defiled world, we will ultimately be with God in a place that is undefiled, where there is no 
suffering or sin. That is where we will experience true life—when we will truly live. It is that hope that holds 
us and motivates us to live for Christ here and now. How does the sure hope of eternal life motivate the life 
you live today? 


