
Friday, July 10, 2020 
Vindication 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 1 Peter 3:18-22 

This is a very tough section of Scripture to understand. Commentators are divided on what the text means. 
Who are the spirits in prison? What did Christ preach and when did he preach it? Was it after the resurrection 
to the fallen angels (if they were angels) of Genesis 6 or was it through Noah to the people who would perish 
in the flood? Space does not allow me to unpack that here. I encourage you to do some further study on this. 
An article which discusses the different views can be found here: https://assets.answersingenesis.org/doc/
articles/aid/v3/who-were-nephilim.pdf But even as you ponder the meaning, remember to put it into context to 
understand why it is there. Peter is telling the believers to stand strong for Jesus even when they are 
persecuted. They can do this because Jesus has done it. Jesus suffered to the point of death, but death did 
not hold him! He defeated death. He is alive and is at the right hand of God the Father with all authority. He 
has been vindicated and he will vindicate the believer as well. The persecution that comes upon the life of a 
believer for standing up for Jesus will not last forever. There will be justice. As a follower of Jesus, you will be 
brought to God. That has happened partially on this earth, but you will be fully presented to God—without 
fault and with great joy by Jesus (Jude 24-25). Jesus was the righteous One—he knew no sin. Yet he 
became sin for us so that we might be saved. Therefore, he is to be honored as holy. He alone is worthy of all 
our praises. Amen. Today consider the truth that Jesus, the one who died for you, is watching over you and 
that he has proclaimed victory over death. There will be vindication. 

Saturday, July 11, 2020 
Baptism 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 1 Peter 3:7 

Have you been baptized as a follower of Jesus? Peter speaks of baptism in a way that could be 
misinterpreted to say that baptism saves a person. But he is not. There was no such thing as an unbaptized 
believer at the time Peter wrote this. Peter teaches that baptism saves not as a removal of dirt from the body 
but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience. In other words, not in the outward ceremony but as a 
declaration of the inward reality of transformation that baptism represents. It is an outward expression of an 
inward reality. A clear conscience can only come to one who has confessed and has been forgiven. When a 
person repents—is truly saved—their conscience is clear. Baptism is the ceremony that reveals they have 
escaped the “waters” of judgment. That is what the flood was—waters of judgment. The water of baptism 
represents the water of judgment in which each person stands. The judgement against our sin is death. That 
is what is represented when the body is taken under water. Their sins deserved and earned death, but then 
the person is lifted out of the water of baptism, which represents a new life that 
has been given to them in Christ! Christ defeated death for himself and for the 
life of every person who would repent and believe. Baptism is a representation 
of what has happened in the life of a follower of Jesus. So, have you been 
baptized as a follower of Jesus? It is a command that was issued by Jesus 
himself (Matthew 28:18-20). If not, I urge you to consider it today! Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and 
learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

July 6 - 11, 2020 

Living Free (Part 4) 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not 
repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may 
obtain a blessing. For 

“Whoever desires to love life 
And see good days, 
Let him keep his tongue from evil 
And his lips from speaking deceit; 
Let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
And his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor 
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you 
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer 
for doing good, if that should be God’s will, then for doing evil. 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 1 Peter 3:8-22 



Monday, July 6, 2020 
Bless 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not 
repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may 
obtain a blessing. 1 Peter 3:8-9 

Peter is getting ready to wrap up the second section of his letter. This section runs from 2:11-4:11. He has 
been showing the readers how to use their freedom in Christ to make Christ known. They have been called 
out of darkness into the marvelous light (2:9) so that they can reveal the light to the world. In so doing, they 
would bless others. He has urged them not to abuse their freedom, but rather to use their freedom to bring 
the beauty of the Lord into the culture of the world. They were called to bless and, in so doing, they would 
receive a blessing. Notice what Peter tells them to focus on. He focuses on their speech. Words can be 
used to bless or to curse and the follower of Jesus chooses to bless (Romans 12:14). Blessing is the 
language of a follower of Jesus. They get to speak words of blessing over every person. This is what it 
means to honor everyone (2:17). Peter reveals the truth that we, who follow Jesus, get to do this. It is not 
that we have to; it is that we get to. We have been ransomed from our old self that lives in autonomy and 
self-centeredness and brought into the joy and blessing of what it means to reveal God’s love to the world. 
We get to bless others. So, how can you begin that today? Look at Psalm 19:14: “May the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” How 
can you take advantage of your freedom in Christ today to speak a blessing over each person you talk with? 
We get to do this!! 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 
Eyes of the Lord 
For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of 
the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil.” 1 Peter 3:10-12 
Peter quotes from Psalm 34 in these verses. Read Psalm 34. What do you notice in this psalm about the care 
of God for those who love him? Consider what Peter is saying as he quotes these verses. God’s eye is on the 
righteous and his ears hear their prayer. This is a poetic way of saying that God watches closely over those 
who love him. They are “the apple of his eye” (Psalm 17:8). This idiom can mean that we are the little person 
in the eye of God. Sometimes if you look closely into another person’s eyes you can see your reflection in 
their eyes. You are that little person in their eye. As God sets his eyes on the righteous, they become the 
“apple of his eye” and therefore experience the protection found there. Additionally, the face of the Lord is 
against those who are not his followers. Asa learned this lesson toward the end of his life.  
2 Chronicles 16:9: “For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts 
are fully committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.” If we are to 
stand strong for the Lord, we must live in a way that draws him to fix his eyes upon us. The face of the Lord 
against those who are evil eventually leads to eternal torment. The eyes of the Lord resting on those who are 
righteous allows them the joy of living in the freedom of choosing to do good. I have come to savor those 
moments when I am most aware that the eyes of the Lord are upon me. It is almost as if I can see myself as 
that little man in his eye—protected, loved, guarded, and guided. I long to be one whose heart is 
strengthened as the Lord’s eyes gaze on those who are committed to him. How are you choosing to live your 
life? Are the eyes of the Lord upon you or has he turned his face against you? If you are a follower of Jesus 
and you have known sin in your life, do not be prideful, do not stand in defiance. That is what Asa chose and 
he faced the opposition of God. God opposes the proud. But God gives grace to the humble (1 Peter 5:5). As 
you see your sin, repent, confess, and see the eyes of the Lord strengthen you in every area of weakness. 

Wednesday, July 8, 2020 
No fear 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled 1 Peter 3:14 

As he continues to encourage the believers in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), he reminds them of the 
blessing that is already and is yet to come. There are two dimensions of the blessing. Followers of Jesus 
have a blessing on earth as they live as foreigners. It is the blessing of redemption—the blessing of having 
been delivered from sin and death, of being forgiven. But they also await the day when they will be called 
into the very presence of God and brought into the eternality of the promised blessing. Living in this hope 
allows the follower of Jesus to withstand suffering. There will be suffering in this world because of the 
defilement of sin. Sin has defiled every aspect of this present world and the present darkness that surrounds 
it. Those who choose evil, live in the defiled state and, as such, lash out against righteous living. It is why 
followers of Jesus can expect to suffer in this world. Yet, even though the foe can at times seem too large to 
battle, Peter reminds us that we do not need to fear—we do not even need to be troubled by it! Jesus spoke 
of this in Luke 12:4-7: “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do 
no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to 
throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them 
is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth 
more than many sparrows.” We are to be in awe of God and trusting in his power and his love. A proper 
understanding of God removes fear of what humans can do to you. Perfect love casts out fear. David puts it 
this way in Psalm 56:4: in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? So, as you go into this 
day, how can you set aside your fear? It isn’t easy. It takes a lot of work to build up the faith that allows you 
to cast your cares upon Jesus. It is worth it. Peter gives us a glimpse into how it is done—by learning to trust 
God more each day and giving yourself over to him—by living the life he has designed for you! How can you 
live for righteousness’ sake in such a way that you live in the “already” sense of the awaited blessing? 

Thursday, July 9, 2020 
Prepared 
… but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 
 1 Peter 3:15-17 
When you read or listen to the whole letter of Peter, notice his emphasis on making Jesus known in 
whatever circumstance you find yourself. Peter was a man of passion, a Spirit-filled follower of Jesus who 
was very much aware of what persecution looked like. He knew the path of suffering and he had seen 
firsthand how people responded when he lived his life in a way that honored Christ and revered him as holy 
(hallowed—the same word Jesus used in the pattern for prayer in Matthew 6:9). Because of that, he urges 
the readers to prepare themselves to make a defense for their hope, so that when, not if, they were spoken 
about maliciously for being a follower of Jesus, they could reveal his beauty. The believers he was writing to 
were living in a place where they were the minority. It would be very hard to live for the Lord—it would be 
counter-cultural. In a culture that worshiped many gods, it would be very hard to serve only one. It seems 
Peter is telling his readers to know Jesus well. The best way to honor Jesus in your heart is to recognize his 
holiness. When you do, you begin to know him as the only One worthy of your praise and devotion. You will 
find yourself given over to knowing him more—not knowing about him but truly knowing him. Peter knew 
Jesus. He had lived with him and followed him, but it was the Holy Spirit who empowered him and reminded 
him of all that Jesus taught. He was always ready to talk about his Savior and friend gently and respectfully. 
At times, this caused him to be spoken of badly and at other times people turned their lives to Jesus.  He 
urges his readers to do the same. We must be prepared to reveal Jesus. That means we must learn as 
much as we can about him. We must walk with him each moment of the day so that we can know him well. If 
we do that, our lives will change. People will se that we have a different view of what is happening. We have 
hope. Spurgeon is quoted as having said, “When you speak of heaven, let your face light up... When you 
speak of hell, well then your everyday face will do.” To speak of Jesus is to speak of heaven. What can you 
do today to let your face light up, thinking about Jesus and looking for opportunities to make him known? 


