
Friday, July 3, 2020 
Honor 
Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the 
weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 
 1 Peter 3:7 
Peter now urges the husbands who are followers of Jesus to live with their wives in an understanding way. 
In other words, to have knowledge of their wives—to know them. Its almost as if he is calling the men to 
study their wives so that they can know what makes them tick. As a husband, you must realize that God has 
entrusted you to care for your wife for him. He has made her uniquely and she is precious to him and he is 
expecting that she be precious to you! She is a joint heir with you. Peter here is talking to husbands and 
wives who are both followers of Jesus. He reminds them that they are both receiving the inheritance spoken 
of in chapter one. God expects the husband to honor the woman he has entrusted to the man. He is 
expecting that the husband would greatly value the treasure he has been given. God knows the wife 
intimately—he knows her heart and he expects the husband to search out her heart and to know her, 
honoring her as he learns about her unique design and specialness. He is to value her for who she is and, 
as he gets to know her more, he is to value her even more. There is no advantage to devaluing your wife. 
There is no advantage to making her feel like she is not precious. There is no advantage to ignoring her and 
not getting to know her heart. You cannot care for her if you do not know her. You cannot expect it to be 
easy for her to come alongside you if she feels as though she is not valued. Life gets busy and learning the 
heart of your wife takes time and effort, but it is worth the time. It is worth the effort. It is what the man of 
God does. He honors his wife. He knows his wife. He adores his wife for just who she is. He defends her, he 
protects her, he cares for her, he listens to her, he knows her dreams, and they do life together, making the 
beauty of the Lord known in the process. It is really good. So, how can you honor your wife today? How can 
you build up the heart of someone you love? 

Saturday, July 4, 2020 
Were 
For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 1 Peter 2:25 
You were straying like sheep (again, the allusion to Isaiah 53). But notice, as Peter gives this charge, he 
reminds us that it is who we were that keeps us from being able to endure suffering and entrust all things to 
God. We were wandering from the heart of God. We were straying. There is none righteous, there is none 
who seeks God. The sin nature that each person is born with places them at enmity with God. Every person 
strays from what God has for them. Each person chooses autonomy over submission. Each person will fail 
to recognize that God is sovereign. He is, in Jesus, the Shepherd and Overseer of every follower of Jesus. 
While many times the thought of Jesus as the Shepherd can cause us to think of the care that he gives, in 
this passage, with the title Overseer accompanying it, it is talking about the authority of the Shepherd. All 
authority has been given to Jesus (Matthew 28:18). This is a fitting way to end this segment. We can entrust 
ourselves to God because we have an ultimate leader and ruler in Jesus. When we choose to use our 
freedom to subject ourselves to human-created institutions, such as slavery or governments, we are able to 
do so because of our faith in the One who is over them all. We live by faith as we entrust ourselves to our 
Great Shepherd, knowing that God will equip us through Jesus to be able to do his will (Hebrews 13:20-21). 
Have you turned from your sin to discover the Shepherd and Overseer of your soul? How has it changed 
your life? How can it continue to change your life? 
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Living Free (Part 3) 
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even 
if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word 
by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and 
pure conduct. Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding 
of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 
wear—but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart 
with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in 
God's sight is very precious. For this is how the holy women who 
hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their 
own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And 
you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything 
that is frightening. 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding 
way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since 
they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers 
may not be hindered. 1 Peter 3:1-7 



Monday, June 29, 2020 
Likewise 
Likewise, wives... Likewise, husbands... 1 Peter 3;1a, 7a 
1 Peter 3:1-7 is the passage we are diving into this week. It is important to note that many times this 
passage is taken out of context. D. A. Carson is credited with saying that a text without a context is a pretext 
for a prooftext. In other words, if we remove the text we are looking at from the context in which it is found, 
we will not be able to allow the text to speak; we will speak for the text. Instead of determining the meaning 
of the text (exegesis) we will put meaning into the text (eisegesis). I encourage you to read or listen to the 
entire letter of 1 Peter, as we start to look at this text, to remind yourself of the context of these verses. 
Especially, focus on chapter 2 and read it through to this passage without stopping at the chapter break. 
This paragraph that we are looking at does not begin a new thought. It continues the thoughts that have 
come before these verses. This is obvious with the way the passage starts and ends. Peter urges wives and 
husbands to be mindful of the Lord, to have their marriages be God focused for the Lord’s sake. We see that 
by Peter’s usage of the word “likewise,” “in the same way.” This harkens back to the urgings found in 2:11-
12. Peter is urging his readers to be holy (1:15) in their conduct, so that as unbelieving people look on, they 
will see and glorify God. Followers of Jesus are those who have been ransomed—delivered from the wrath 
of God and the darkness of sin. They have been brought into the marvelous light of Christ so that they can 
proclaim his excellencies. It is for the Lord’s sake that he has set us free. It is for the Lord’s sake that we 
have been ransomed, so that we will be mindful of him. Living by faith is living in the freedom we have in 
Christ to obey God as his willing servants (2:16). Before we look at this passage on marriage, we must 
remember that it is as servants of those set free that we are living for the Lord’s sake. That is what is meant 
by “likewise.” So, how are you living for the Lord’s sake? 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 
Won 
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be 
won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 
 1 Peter 3:1-2 
Peter continues to urge the readers to live holy lives in their daily lives, now moving to marriage. While this 
passage speaks about relationships in marriage, it does not do so exhaustively. It merely speaks to what the 
original audience needed to hear. As we read along, we can glean thoughts that will help us in our setting. It 
is good to remember that marriage was established by God in the garden as he brought Adam and Eve 
together. He saw that it was not good for man to be alone and so he made woman from the side of the man. 
He brought them together and made them one. Then came the sin of eating the fruit and the relationship 
between husband and wife became one that is strained in a world that has been defiled by sin. Yet Peter 
has hope. He has hope that the marriage relationship can be used by God to make his will known. Perhaps 
Peter was thinking of his own wife when he penned these words. I know that as I study them, I think of my 
wife. During a season of our marriage, I was far from the Lord. I knew him and I knew his word, but I was not 
obeying. Karen prayed for me to come back to the Lord and to be the man that God had for me to be. She 
lived with good and pure conduct. She took the kids to church, she read to them, she loved me. She 
subjected herself to me for the Lord’s sake. God honored her efforts and her heart and drew me back to 
himself. I was wandering far away, and her love brought me back. It was not easy for her to trust God every 
moment of the day. There were times of great strife as I sought to maintain a life of disobedience to God. 
But her love and care for the Lord, the kids, and for me was the bridge that God used. I was won over to the 
Lord and I praise him to this day for his faithfulness to my wife when I was unfaithful. She used her freedom 
in Christ to subject herself to a man who was not worthy of it. This causes me to desire to be a man worthy 
of that type of love. How are you living out your life so that people can be won to obedience? 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 
Imperishable beauty 
Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing 
you wear—but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.  1 Peter 3:3-4 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. In the NIV it says that though outwardly we are wasting away, inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. This is the truth of life in this fallen world for the follower of Jesus. Outwardly, this 
tent, this temporary dwelling, is wasting away. Yet inwardly we are being renewed each day. The follower of 
Jesus is a new creation. The inner person of the heart radiates with the imperishable beauty of the Lord, 
which is revealed in a gentle and quiet spirit. Gentleness is a fruit of the Spirit in the life of a believer. It is not 
produced by the believer; rather, the believer bears the fruit of the Spirit within (Galatians 5:22-23). Peter 
picks up these thoughts and encourages wives who are followers of Jesus to let their inner, imperishable 
beauty shine from them. He contrasts this to the efforts taken to find significance in temporary and fleeting 
beauty. Real beauty is found in a woman who allows the inner beauty of Christ to shine from her. Peter is not 
saying that a woman should not wear jewelry or clothing or braid her hair; he is saying that the real beauty of 
a woman who follows Jesus is found in the inner person of her heart, a place that is precious to God. I have 
found that the hidden places of our hearts are also places that require great trust and courage to expose. It is 
our hidden inner person that is truly the most vulnerable. What Peter asks of a woman, it seems to me, is a 
very hard thing. And yet, as we learn to trust God (remember that Jesus entrusted himself to God, 2:23), we 
can expose that which we believe needs to be protected. May I suggest that God will protect what he sees as 
precious? Your hidden person, that gentle and quiet spirit, is part of your inheritance. It comes by faith, which 
is of great value (1:7). If you, by faith, entrust yourself to the Lord, your hidden person will radiate his 
presence in your life, and it will adorn you with eternal beauty that defies description. Today, ask yourself how 
you focus your time and efforts on that which God finds precious—your gentle and quiet spirit. 

Thursday, July 2, 2020 
Frightening 
For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own 
husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not 
fear anything that is frightening. 1 Peter 3:5-6 
Read Genesis 11:27-23:1, the account of Sarah. Hebrews 11:11 tells us she was a woman of faith who 
received the power of God in her life. As a woman of faith she became an example of what it means to trust 
in the Lord. We know she did not live this out perfectly every moment of her life—her account reveals her 
struggles. Yet she became an example of what it means for a woman of faith to entrust herself and her 
situation to God and submit to her husband, even as he struggles to follow God. Abraham did not always 
make the wisest decisions. We are given a glimpse into this in the narrative of his life. He made a choice 
that put Sarah at risk, having her say she was his sister, which was only partially true. Twice this put Sarah 
in a vulnerable place—a place where she may have been fearful (Genesis 12:10-20—notice here how 
beautiful this woman was!! Genesis 20:1-13—notice especially verse 13). Apparently, this beautiful woman 
obeyed what Abraham requested of her, submitting and exposing herself. Imagine the potential harm that 
was there—and yet God’s hand was on her. She and God must have had many conversations about this. 
Care must be taken as we apply this passage. It is not teaching that a woman must expose herself to 
dangerous situations to prove her faith. There are definitely times a woman needs to seek protection. 
Scripture does not command that a woman must put herself in danger; it only illustrates that there was a 
time when one woman did. It describes what it looked like for one woman to adorn herself with her inner 
beauty in the situation in which she found herself. This looks far different in our culture and yet the principle 
remains. Fear can be overcome by entrusting the situation to the Lord. When a husband is not trustworthy 
because of his fallen state, it is even more important for the wife to hold on to the faithfulness of God, who 
will never fail. This can be frightening. Jobs are lost. Conflict arises Kids are troublesome. Retirement 
begins. These and many other times can be frightening. How can you entrust your situation to the Lord? 


