
Friday, June 26, 2020 
Live to Righteousness 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed. 1 Peter 2:24 
Remembering again the influence that Isaiah 53 has on these verses draws us to remember that God “laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.” This is the heart of the gospel. Forgiveness is available because the penalty 
has been paid. The wrath of God has been satisfied. Our sins were borne by the Son of God. He bore them 
on the tree—a word that harkens back to Deuteronomy 21:23, the curse that accompanies the tree. He has 
borne our sins so that we might be healed. But more than that, he bore our sins so that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. Jesus did not bear our sins so that we would sin. We have not been delivered 
from sin so that we can have license to sin. We have been set free so that we can live free. We have been 
set free so that we can live holy, as is the one who has made us holy. We have been set free so that we can 
declare the beauty of the Lord—his excellencies. The beauty of the Lord is the truth that declares he is the 
totality of all desirable qualities—God has everything that is desirable. This world has been defiled by sin, 
but the beauty of the Lord is still to be found for those who see. It is to be radiated from those who follow 
Jesus. We abstain from the passions of our flesh (2:11) because we know that we have died to sin so that 
we can live to righteousness. Paul speaks of this in Romans 6. How are you living for righteousness? Are 
there any ways in which you are taking advantage of the grace given to you in Jesus? Are you living as one 
who has been healed? 

Saturday, June 27, 2020 
Were 
For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 1 Peter 2:25 
You were straying like sheep. Again, the allusion to Isaiah 53. But notice as Peter gives this charge, he 
reminds us that it is who we were that keeps us from being able to endure suffering and entrust all things to 
God. We were wandering from the heart of God. We were straying. There is none righteous, there is none 
who seeks God. The sin nature that each person is born with places them at enmity with God. Every person 
strays from what God has for them. Each person chooses autonomy over submission. Each person will fail 
to recognize that God is sovereign. He is, in Jesus, the Shepherd and Overseer of every follower of Jesus. 
While many times the thought of Jesus as the Shepherd can cause us to think of the care that he gives, in 
this passage, with the title Overseer accompanying it, it is talking about the authority of the Shepherd. All 
authority has been given to Jesus (Matthew 28:18). This is a fitting way to end this segment. We can entrust 
ourselves to God because we have an ultimate leader and ruler in Jesus. When we choose to use our 
freedom to subject ourselves to human-created institutions, such as slavery or governments, we are able to 
do so because of our faith in the One who is over them all. We live by faith as we entrust ourselves to our 
Great Shepherd, knowing that God will equip us through Jesus to be able to do his will (Hebrews 13:20-21). 
Have you turned from your sin to discover the Shepherd and Overseer of your soul? How has it changed 
your life? How can it continue to change your life? 
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June 22 - 27 , 2020 

Living Free (Part 2) 
Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious 
thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 
suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are 
beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for 
it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to 
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He 
committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When 
he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he 
did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 
judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds 
you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but 
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  
 1 Peter 2:18-25 



Monday, June 22, 2020 
Servants 
Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust.
 1 Peter 2:18 
The word for “servant” here is slightly different than the word for “slave” in the original language. It carries 
the meaning of a “household servant.” At the time Peter wrote his letter, servanthood was a prevalent part of 
the Roman Empire. It was a key part of the culture and the lifestyle of the day. It was different from the 
context in which we tend to view it as we think of slavery in America. There were distinct differences, but 
there were similarities as well. There was still abuse of servants, even though there were times that the 
servants were more educated than the masters. They had no independent existence. Their children would 
belong to the master, not to them. They could suffer mistreatment—sometimes brutal—at the hands of their 
masters. It was possible for slaves to obtain freedom, but it was difficult. It was deeply engrained in society. 
It is sometimes questioned why the Bible does not speak against slavery. Peter, like the other writers of the 
New Testament, was helping the followers of Jesus to know how to live in the situation in which they found 
themselves. We are sojourners here and it is not what God has ultimately designed for us. And yet, he has 
placed us here so that we can proclaim his beauty in the situations in which we live. The greatest concern 
and our greatest purpose is relationship with and to God and then to others. The purpose was not to be 
revolutionaries, as it relates to social constructs (see 1 Corinthians 7:17-24); rather, it was to help followers 
of Jesus know how to respond in the midst of mistreatment, which is to be expected in this world that has 
been defiled by sin. There is one way to change the constructs of society that are opposed to God. That is to 
have a relationship with God that makes him known. It is to know God—to develop intimacy with him that 
changes your life and the way you respond to the evil in this world in such a way that others are drawn to the 
marvelous light into which you have been brought. This is what makes the principles and truths taught 
applicable to all ages and every situation. What situation are you in right now that requires you to subject 
yourself to another? How are you doing that with respect? 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020 
Mindful of God 
For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what 
credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you 
endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 1 Peter 2:19-20 
Every word and phrase of Scripture is so very important and powerful. So is context. One danger of looking 
at verses in the way that we often do is that they get taken out of the context in which they were written. This 
can cause misunderstanding at a minimum and incorrect interpretation at the worst. These verses are 
speaking about how to stand up under unjust leadership, but they are also found within the context of 
remembering and focusing on the excellencies of God and the way that we, as followers of Jesus, can make 
those excellencies known. As we seek to do that, we can expect that we will face suffering—sorrows. But, 
for those who experience those sufferings mindful of God, there is a reward—a gracious thing. This is not for 
those who do what is wrong, but it is for those who do what is right. There is a suffering that leads to the 
gracious reward (“commendable” in the NIV) that awaits the sojourning child of God as they walk through 
this world into the inheritance that is held in heaven for them (1 Peter 1:4)! The words “for it” are not found in 
the original language. So, it would seem that it is possible that this could refer to suffering in general for 
doing good—revealing God. Whether the authority over you is just or unjust, enduring the suffering mindful 
of God and his purposes will bring a future reward but will not eliminate the suffering here. How then, can 
you be mindful of God in your situation, whatever it may be? How can you endure, knowing that God is 
placing you in the situation you are in so that he can be revealed through your excellent life? 

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 
Follow  
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 
might follow in his steps. 1 Peter 2:21 
We could spend all week in this verse. There is so much truth to see here. Do you notice that you are called 
to this? In other words, you are called to experience your final reward through suffering—it is the path to the 
final reward. It is the path designated by God. This feels very uncomfortable. We can view salvation as God 
giving us freedom from suffering, but that is not what it is. He has given us the freedom to worship him in a 
world that does not. He has delivered us from sin so that he can be our God. Learning this truth allows us to 
endure suffering in this world as we wait for the rewards that are held in heaven. It keeps us from trying to 
make this world the place that brings the fulfillment of the promises that are to be fulfilled in heaven! Many 
followers of Jesus get distracted by trying to make this world their home—and it is not. It does not and will 
not look like our home until God fashions it anew. This is a hard teaching and would be impossible if it were 
not for the fact that we have an example of how to walk in this way—it is Jesus. He walked to the reward 
through the suffering of this world perfectly. In so doing, he showed us that it can be done and how to do it. It 
is as we fix our eyes on God and what waits for us that we can live in the tension of the already/not yet 
nature of our salvation. This allows the possibility for us to follow the example of Jesus now. I wonder if, 
when Peter wrote this, he thought of the night that Jesus was betrayed, when Jesus told him that he would 
not be able to follow him until later (John 13:36-38). Peter wondered why he couldn’t follow immediately. Of 
course, we know that Jesus had to suffer first to give the example, which Peter would then absolutely follow. 
But also, Peter had to come to the end of himself in order to follow. He could not follow a Jesus of his own 
design (Mark 8:31-34). A non-suffering Jesus is not the promised Messiah. Peter needed to learn this before 
he could follow the example set for him. He tells his readers to do the same. How are you following the 
example of Jesus? Are you following him now? If not, what is it that you need to put to death in your life so 
that you can see Jesus as he truly is? 

Thursday, June 25, 2020 
Entrusting 
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
 1 Peter 2:22-23 
After Peter reminds us that Jesus is the suffering servant, he brings out truths from the fourth and final 
servant song of Isaiah, found in chapter 53, in these next verses. Take a moment today to read Isaiah 52:13
-53:12. Now read 1 Peter 2:22-25. Notice the similarities. Imagine what it would have been like for Peter to 
know that Jesus had fulfilled the song in Isaiah. As you read his epistle, you can see the impact it had on 
him. He saw how to endure suffering. It shaped his life—and his death. He had walked with Jesus. He knew 
by observation that Jesus was sinless. Jesus committed no sin. As you have time, read Mark 14:43-15:37. 
Many believe this is Peter’s account, told through Mark, of the reviling Jesus received and his response. 
Important for Peter was how Jesus was able to endure suffering in this way—because he entrusted himself 
to God. The word “himself” is not found in the original language so there is a degree to which Jesus 
entrusted not only himself but all things to God—the just Judge. He entrusted his situation and the fate of 
those for which he was dying to God. His desire was that they would be forgiven (Luke 23:34) but he 
entrusted that to the Father. Jesus quietly walked the path of suffering that was laid before him, keeping his 
eyes fixed on his Father. This is the example we can and are to follow. We entrust all things to God, who is 
sovereign over all things. We entrust our souls to God. We entrust our situation to God. We entrust those 
who mistreat us to God. Those who depend on themselves and believe that God is not in control of every 
situation will never find this type of peace and will not be able to follow this example. This is not the path for 
the follower of Jesus. How does this play out in your life? Do you need to revile in return? Are you overly 
defensive? Are you able to trust your situation to God? 


