
June 15 - 20, 2020 

Each week we look more deeply into the 
weekend’s message. Dive in and learn how 

to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or 
family study guide. 

Living Free 
1 Peter 2:11-17 
Living as servants of God reveals God to the world. 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, 
so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 
those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. Live as people who are free, not using your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 1 Peter 2:11-17 

Monday, June 15 War 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 1 Peter 2:11 

Please take time today to read all of 1 Peter. We come to a new section in the letter which will continue all the way until 4:11. Peter has been encouraging 
the believers to understand the value of their faith and the truth of who they are in Christ. He will now tell them how that will help them as they live in the world 
that was once their home. Believers have been called out from a place that was their home. Believers have been given a new citizenship that is in heaven 
and so have become foreigners (sojourners) here. As such, Peter knows that believers will not be the same as the rest of the world. And yet, the world still 
tugs at the flesh of the believer. While still in this world, there will be a war. It will be very important for the follower of Jesus to be ready for this battle so that 
the marvelous light of Jesus can be seen in the darkness (2:9). The passions of the flesh come from the realm of darkness. Peter will list some of these 
passions in 4:3, but it includes more. It includes all the passions of the flesh. Galatians 5:19-21 gives another list of the actions that accompany the passions 
of the flesh. Colossians 3:5-10 has another. These passions war against the soul of the ransomed follower of Jesus. The word used for “war” here implies a 
constant barrage of attacks. It is as if each passion is a soldier that attacks your very soul, trying to draw you away from peace with God. Earlier Peter told 
the readers not to be conformed to these desires (11:14), but now he says they must be eliminated from the life of a believer. As a believer, you are a 
beloved one of God. How, as one beloved by God, are you resisting and abstaining from the passions of the flesh that are constantly barraging your soul? 
What are the passions of your flesh? What are those sinful actions that you have found precious? How do they try to draw you away from your Father? How 
do you set up your life so that you can abstain from these soldiers that constantly attack you? Are there any ways in which you have become numb to the 
seriousness of giving in to those passions? 
 

Tuesday, June 16 Honorable 
Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day of visitation. 1 Peter 2:12 

1 Peter 2:11-12 provides the basis for how believers should live with unbelievers. 1 Peter 2:13-4:11 will then give examples of what that looks like. The 
motive for living this way is so that God can be revealed. It is for the Lord’s sake (2:13) that believers live their lives in the light of Christ. It is so that 
unbelievers can come to see the marvelous light of Jesus and can be called from darkness. It is so that they can be set free from the ignorance of not 
knowing God. Once that happens, they will glorify God. Peter’s desire was that every believer should live in such a way that every person could know the 
truth about Jesus. The best way to reveal Jesus is though a life that has been changed by him. He urges his readers to keep their conduct (every action and 
conversation of their lives) honorable. This is more than good. It is not just an urging to live a good life; it is an urging to live an exemplary life, a life that is 
filled with the beauty of holiness, pureness, and nobility. The believers would be facing evil talk against them. They were not understood. They lived in a way 
that was different from other citizens of the empire. They did not worship all the gods, just One God. That made them strange and would cause them to be 
spoken of with malice. Peter reminds them that honorable living will reveal God and allow others to know his beauty. Believers must abstain at all times from 
the passions of the flesh and live lives that enjoy purity and goodness. This is what it means to live in the marvelous light of redemption. We live as those in 
the light (John 3:19-21) so that the world can see what God has done for us.  How are you living in the light of holiness?  
 
Wednesday, June 17 Subject 
Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do 
evil and to praise those who do good.  1 Peter 2:13-14 

Peter now moves into a section of the letter that will allow the readers to know how to relate to authority, especially when that authority does not believe in 
God. Believers are to choose to be subject to those in authority. Peter starts with the urge to be subject to the ruling authorities. It is important to notice that 
this is for the Lord’s sake. On account of Jesus, believers subject themselves to every human institution. The word translated as “institution” actually has in 
mind the word “creation.” Peter was writing at a time when the emperor was considered a deity—a god. Peter is making it clear that the human rulers of this 
earth are created by God. They are not gods and are not to be worshiped as gods, but they are to be subjected to because of the one true God who created 
them. When referring to the emperor as supreme, it means the various levels of authority. There is an ultimate authority and that is God. There are varying 
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levels of earthly authority and believers are to subject themselves willingly to each of those authorities, as long as those authorities are subject to God. This 
means that if a rule given by the authority is contrary to the will of God, then the authority is not to be obeyed in that rule, but there is still a subjection that 
comes to the authority as a whole. Authorities have been set in place by God (see Daniel 2:37-38; John 19:11). They are in place to keep order. Followers of 
Jesus subject themselves so that there can be order. This is an important statement for us to embrace. It is an issue of trust. It is not that we place our 
unwavering trust in the human authority; it is that we place our unwavering trust in God, who is the ultimate authority beyond the human authority that he has 
put in place. Our pride keeps us from subjecting ourselves to anyone easily. How do you subject yourself to human governing authority? How do you speak 
about the authorities that God has put in place? How well do you follow the rules that are designed to maintain order? 
 

Thursday, June 18 Will of God 

For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 1 Peter 2:15 

What is the will of God? In Thessalonians 4:3, Paul says that it is our sanctification. God’s will is that we should more and more be living our lives in 
obedience to him (2 Corinthians 5:15). Part of that involves submission to authority. But also, it is to do good. It is good to obey the Lord. That sounds 
fundamental, but it is the struggle of the flesh. It is simple and yet, it is not easy. It is difficult. In Christ, the believer comes to a point where the desire of their 
heart is obedience to God (John 14:21, 23). Love obeys. Love pursues the will of God and does what is good. Also, this would seem to indicate that the will 
of God is that believers, living out their lives of obedience. will silence the ignorance of foolish people. To be foolish is to be morally corrupted. It means those 
who do not fear the Lord or live according to his standards. See Proverbs 1:7. There is an ignorance that foolish people have. It is a lack of knowledge of 
God. They do not know him and so they do not know wisdom. They are foolish and their talk is ignorant. It is the plight of each believer before redemption as 
well! God’s will is that the ignorance should be silenced. It is silenced by the good that is done by the followers of Jesus. There is much ignorance in our 
culture today. There are many foolish people. It grieves me that the followers of Jesus are not living boldly in God’s will. We are many times closer to 
ignorance and foolishness than we are to holiness and goodness. What was tolerated by one generation has been embraced by the next. If we are not 
silencing the ignorance; we are fueling it. We embrace the passions of our flesh and wonder why the world does not want to fear God. We are too proud to 
repent and too comfortable to change. So, the voice of ignorance grows louder, and foolish people have the voice. God is not feared. It is time for the Church 
to arise and do the will of God. Seek the Lord today. Really open your heart to him. Ask him to search you and show you the sins that you have been numb 
to. Seek to repent. Ask him to show you where you have not been doing good. Ask him to show you where you have still been living in foolish ways. Repent 
and draw near to him as he washes over you with forgiveness. 
 

Friday, June 19 Free 

Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 1 Peter 2:16 

The verse that we are looking at today can help us understand the concept of redemption. Believers have been ransomed—that is, they have been delivered. 
They have been set free from the former things that held them in bondage. And they have been purchased (1:18, see also 1 Corinthians 6:19-20). As Peter 
urges the followers of Jesus to live good lives among the unbelievers in this world, he calls them to remember that they are free to serve God. It would be 
good to read Romans 6 and Galatians 5:1-13 to gain Paul’s perspective on this same truth. I can imagine Peter and Paul sitting together talking about this 
truth of freedom and what it means for the follower of Jesus. I wonder if they talked about the people who took the freedom for granted and used it as a 
license to sin instead of as the opportunity to become a slave of God. The word for servant carries the idea of slave. Both men saw themselves as servants 
of God (Titus 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1). They had been set free and used that freedom to choose to serve God. Before a follower of Jesus is ransomed, they have no 
choice but to serve sin. They have not been delivered. Once set free, they have a choice. They can now choose to obey. They can choose to use the 
freedom to submit to the One who set them free. This is the journey of sanctification. It is the journey of throwing off the passions of the flesh and taking hold 
of the joys of holiness. It is placing my desires under the will of the One who captured my heart and set me free. It is coming to a place in your life where you 
are ready to get rid of all sin and stop serving the evil taskmaster that hates you and instead choose to serve the One who loves you fully and longs to make 
himself fully know to you and through you. So, have you been ransomed? How are you using your freedom? Who are you serving—the old master or the new? 
 
Saturday, June 20 Honor, love, fear 
Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 1 Peter 2:17 

Keeping conduct that is honorable involves honoring others. Peter is pretty all-inclusive here. Honor everyone. As I write this, our country is in torment. 
Peace is elusive. There is a rightful, heightened desire and cry for equality. There is a desire for honor that is equal among all people. That is exactly what 
the follower of Jesus should be about. The follower of Jesus chooses to honor everyone. That means that they choose to value each life. They choose to 
prize and revere each person as an image-bearer of God. Honor is greatly lacking in our culture. We too quickly make assumptions based upon 
appearances. This happens economically, politically, spiritually, and racially. The follower of Jesus has been set free from needing to make such 
assumptions. The follower of Jesus knows that each person is uniquely and specially made by God in his image and, as such, each has an intrinsic worth in 
his sight that makes it possible for us to honor every person. Today, in some ways more than ever, we need to be examples of this. When we hear the 
statement that black lives matter, we need to be ready to say “amen”—because they do. They matter in a way that has not been seen in our country or in the 
Church. We need to be ready to admit that there is a systemic issue in our nation that keeps us from honoring all people equally. The cry for black lives to 
matter is really a cry for rightful honor. The follower of Jesus must be ready to respond accordingly. It is how we best reveal God to those who are looking on. 
Beyond this, we love the other followers of Jesus and we fear God. We do not fear the governing authorities, but we do honor them as well. Take this day to 
ask God to reveal any prejudices you may have against other image-bearers. How are those prejudices keeping you from honoring every person you meet? 
If you feel in any way that you are better than another image-bearer, you need repentance. Turn and find forgiveness and freedom. May God reveal himself 
though us as we honor, love, and fear. 


