
June 8 - 13, 2020 

Each week we look more deeply into the 
weekend’s message. Dive in and learn how 

to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or 
family study guide. 

Called into Light and Life 
1 Peter 2:4-10 
Tasting the goodness of the Lord means being called into the marvelous light of Jesus. 

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be 
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:  

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,  
a cornerstone chosen and precious,  
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  

“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” 

and  

“A stone of stumbling,  
and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:4-10 

Monday, June 8 Living stone 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious... 1 Peter 2:10 

Peter follows his comments on tasting and seeing that the Lord is good (1 Peter 2:3) with some amazing truths that come through the gospel. First, he looks at what it means 
to continually draw near to Jesus. Those who have tasted the truth of the gospel are drawn to the Lord continually. Coming to him carries the idea of drawing near to him. The 
author of Hebrews uses this terminology in 4:16; 7:25; 10:1, 22; 11:6; and 12:18, 22. To draw near to God, to come to him, is to worship him. As a follower of Jesus draws near 
to Jesus, they draw near to the living stone. Peter will explain in later verses how Jesus is the stone that was predicted, but here he points out that Jesus is the living stone. 
Jesus is alive. He was rejected (slain) by people, but he was brought to life again. He is the resurrected Lord. The resurrection, in many ways, is the foundation of our faith. We 
live because he lives. We know we will be raised because he is raised. He was raised for our justification (Romans 4:25). Paul says that he longed to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection (Philippians 3:10). He is chosen and precious in the sight of God. I imagine that as Peter writes this, he remembers the moment on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, as God speaks over his Son: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). Later, as Peter meets Jesus alive after 
having been crucified, he sees this truth in even greater detail. Jesus is chosen by God and precious. Peter has learned what it means to draw near to Jesus and he wants his 
readers to know that as they face distress they can draw near to the resurrected Jesus as well, and that to live by faith they will need to do that continually. How are you 
continually drawing near to the living Stone? How do you set aside time to be with him in worship? 
 

Tuesday, June 9 Sacrifices 
… you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 1 Peter 2:5 

Peter tells the followers of Jesus that they are like living stones! As they come to the living stone, they are living stones that are being built up. They are living stones in a 
spiritual house that is being built up to be a holy priesthood that offers spiritual sacrifices to God. Initially, for the original audience, this would have been very significant. Peter 
is contrasting this spiritual building with the temple in Jerusalem. He is contrasting the sacrifices with the sacrifices that are offered in the temple. It must be remembered that 
this is a great time of transition. God has moved in a predicted, yet very surprising way. The New Covenant has come in the person of Jesus—a most unexpected source—
through the crucifixion—a most scandalous way. Peter has been used by God to recognize that this New Covenant, while made with the Jewish people, has been extended to 
the Gentiles (see Acts 10). The Gentiles have been grafted into this new community made up of followers of Jesus—both Jew and grafted-in Gentiles. Together, these are 
being built up into a spiritual house—a house that is only possible because of the Holy Spirt and his regeneration (Titus 3:5). As “stones” that are part of this dwelling place of 
the Spirit (Ephesians 2:11-22), we are also called to be priests that offer spiritual sacrifices. These spiritual sacrifices are sacrifices of praise and worship. They are acceptable 
to God only as they are offered though Jesus Christ, since it is only through Jesus Christ that this holy priesthood is possible. This is what separates works for earning God’s 
favor from the works that are the fruit of a life that has been redeemed by Jesus. We offer our lives as living sacrifices. All that we are and all that we do is to be done as a 
member of a holy priesthood—a separated people following God. How are you bringing spiritual sacrifices to God? Are they acceptable to him because they are being offered 
through Jesus? Are you trying to win God’s favor or are you living sacrificially because of your redemption? 
 

 
 
 
 



Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Wednesday, June 10 Shame and honor 

For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So the honor is for 
you who believe, 1 Peter 2:6-7a 

To be brought from darkness to the marvelous light is to be brought from shame to honor. Peter refers to Isaiah 28:16 with this verse, a verse he has used before in his 
defense before the Council (Acts 4:11). In the context of Isaiah, this is a message of judgment on Ephraim for disobedience and disbelief. Those who trust in the Lord will not 
face judgment. However, those who trust in other nations and foreign alliances will perish. For the original audience, the truth that those who place their trust in this living 
Cornerstone would be significant to hold them as they faced adversity because of standing for the truth. There would be times they would face shame because of what they 
believed. Satan specializes in shame. It is a favorite tool of his. Shame traps people in condemnation and fear. Notice that before sin entered the world, Adam and Eve felt no 
shame (Genesis 2:25). Sin brings the shame of guilt. There is a way free of this shame. The living Cornerstone makes it possible for a person to be set free from sin—and 
shame. Anyone who believes in Jesus will never be put to shame. Instead, that person will receive honor. This is an amazing statement of truth. Not only is the follower of 
Jesus free from shame, they are partakers of honor. This has an “already” and a “not yet” aspect to it. We already are in Christ and therefore forgiven and set free. Yet there 
will come a day when we will receive the honor of living in the presence of almighty God. Like Adam and Eve, the follower of Jesus will feel no shame. Consider the different 
ways that shame locks you into a past failure. Consider the ways that you may try to bring shame on others. Consider the shame that comes from unconfessed sin in your life. 
How are you allowing the chosen and precious living stone to give you victory over shame and take hold of the promised honor? 
 

Thursday, June 11 Disbelieve and disobey 

… but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 1 Peter 2:7b-8 

As precious as the living stone, the Cornerstone, is to those who believe, it is disastrous for those who disbelieve or disobey. Jesus speaks to the religious rulers of his day 
about this in Matthew 21:33-46. In Psalm 118:22, the original setting for this verse, the enemies of Israel are assured of destruction before the anointed king, David. But when 
Jesus confronts the religious rulers, it is so that they can see that it is their destruction that is secured through rejecting him. These leaders thought they were building for God, 
but in rejecting the cornerstone it was reveled they were not building for God. This Cornerstone would cause them to stumble, as can be seen in Matthew 21:45-46. Rather 
than seeing Jesus for who he was, they chose to reject him, which would eventually cause their ruin and the destruction of the temple they held so dear. Jesus would become 
the stone of stumbling and the rock of offense. In the original setting of Isaiah 8:14, this verse is a call for Israel and Judah to fear the Lord and trust in him rather than in the 
nations around them. For Peter’s audience, this would be an encouragement to trust in the Lord as opposed to fearing those who were mistreating them. The “word” that is 
disobeyed and disbelieved is the news of the gospel of Jesus—the salvation that is available in him. The disobedient deliberately stumble over the gospel. This is not 
accidental—it is intentional. It causes them to stumble and then to be crushed (rock of offense) by the truth that could set them free. It is so sad to see this happen in people’s 
lives. People become willingly able to reject the message of hope. It is destined for them to fall away. How do you respond to think of those who deliberately reject the truth of 
Jesus? How does it impact you when people see Jesus in a negative way when you have come to love him with your whole being (1 Peter 1:8)? How can you be praying for 
those who seem to have no desire to know the marvelous truth about Jesus? 
 

Friday, June 12  Purpose 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9 

Peter reminds his readers that they are part of an amazing possession. They are a people that has become the very possession of God in a special way. The language that he 
uses here would be very clear to the Jewish readers of the letter. Exodus 19:5-6 is God’s words for the nation of Israel. They are a treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, 
and a holy nation. They were set aside in this manner so that they could make God known. Many times, the Old Testament reveals that they failed in this purpose. These 
failures were the cause for the exile in Assyria and Babylon. Some would say that Peter is saying that they church has replaced Israel, but that is not what he is saying. 
Rather, he is reaffirming that God has a people of promise and that though Jesus, Gentiles can be grafted into this promise, which is held for the remnant of believing Jews. 
The promise that we are partakers of is that we are a treasured possession of God, purchased by the blood of Jesus. We are chosen by him as a royal priesthood to serve 
and offer spiritual sacrifices to him. But notice that the important part of all this is that it is about God. It is about him!! We are called by him out of the darkness of ignorance 
into the marvelous light of knowing our God—specifically his excellencies. And the reason that we have been called from darkness to light, the reason we have been chosen, 
the reason that we are a holy nation, the reason that we have become a people for his own possession, is so that we can proclaim his excellencies! We exist to reveal his 
majesty and goodness. We live to declare his praises. We breathe so that we can breathe his name. We have a purpose that is more that we can imagine, and we have the 
joy of fulfilling this purpose every moment of the day. So, how are you fulfilling your purpose? 
 

Saturday, June 6 Once, but now 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:10 

Peter places the past in light of the present. This is important for us to do. Too many times, we forget where we have come from and where we are now. As followers of Jesus, 
where we are now holds the promise of where we will be. Past, present, and future. There is real joy to be found in being part of the family of God. To be part of the community 
that follows Jesus. To be one of God’s people. To come to a place where you trust in Jesus alone for your salvation brings you into the family of God. You become one of 
God’s people. Prior to that, you wander in isolation and the allure of autonomy and independence. It is a lonely existence. It is to be apart from that for which you were 
designed. It is to move away from the joy of peace with God and his children. Once you truly taste what it means to be a part of that family, you realize the darkness of the 
loneliness that rejecting God brought into your life and you realize it is only the mercy of God that makes it possible for you to be set free. As hard as it can seem to believe 
God reaches into our world to extend mercy. He is willing to not give us what we deserve. The offer of mercy is extended to all but received by a few. But when you have 
received the mercy of God, when you realize that though you deserve death you have been given life, your whole life changes. You live a freedom that is more than can be 
expressed. Satan would love to have us live in the past regrets of our lives. He would long for us to identify ourselves by the things that have defeated us, but the mercy of 
God will not allow that. The mercy of God washes over us and frees us so that we can allow that mercy to wash over others and free them. Once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have! What are you doing with the mercy you have received? What are you doing with your new life? How can you take the endless mercy you have received and 
extend it to others, so that they may know the excellencies of this amazing God? 


