
May 25–30, 2020 

Each week we look more deeply into the 
weekend’s message. Dive in and learn how 

to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or 
family study guide. 

Your Faith Is Pretty Valuable 
1 Peter 1:3-12 
God the Father is to be blessed for the faith he has given us. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have 
not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 
was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the 
sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have 
now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels 
long to look.  1 Peter 1:3-12 

Monday, May 25 Blessed 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 1 Peter 1:3a 

1 Peter 1:3-12 is one long and complex sentence in the original Greek! Imagine that! The main theme is that God is to be blessed and praised for the saving work of faith in the 
life of a believer. Take some time right now to read 1 Peter 1:1-12. As you read, consider how all of verses 3-12 explain the joy and privilege of the saving work of God. Take 
some moments to praise God and bless him for the faith that you have. Jot down some notes of what you notice in these verses as reasons God is worthy to be blessed. The 
original word translated as “blessed” in the ESV is translated “praise be” in the NIV. It is a word that means praised or blessed and is used seven other times in the New 
Testament (Mark 14:61, Luke1:68, Romans 1:25, 9:5, 2 Corinthians 1:3, 11:31, Ephesians 1:3); however, it harkens back to the Old Testament idea of God receiving blessing. 
It is a declaration of praise to God. “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation” would be a way that we may be familiar with from the song that bears the name. 
Consider what it means to bless God. Many times in our lives, we seek God’s blessing for us—and that is appropriate! But it can cause us to miss the fact that we need to be 
considering how we can bless him—how we can praise him. Peter sets the example as he starts the letter. He praises the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the 
eternal Father. It is not that Jesus became the Son—Jesus, as the Son, has always existed as a Person of the Godhead—it is that he is positionally the eternal Son in 
relationship to the eternal Father. This is a significant step in understanding the Trinity. We begin with God as Father. He is always Father because there is always a Son. Two 
of the Persons of the Godhead, along with the Holy Spirit. As you head into your day today, consider how you can spend your day blessing God! 

 

Tuesday, May 26 Born again 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 1 Peter 1:3b 

One of the first reasons that God is to be blessed is because he made it possible for us to be born again, according to his great mercy (1 Peter 1:3). Reading through this long 
sentence will help us rejoice in our salvation, but it will also lead us into some deep doctrinal truths. As you know the doctrinal truths God has revealed in the Bible, you will find 
that your faith has a strong foundation that will stand in any storm. Peter begins by helping us see several of these truths. We will not be able to look at all of them that are 
contained in these verses, but I encourage you to read carefully through verses 3-12 and write down all the truths you see. Today, we look at the idea of being born again. 
Peter using these words causes me to wonder if he may have overheard the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus that is recorded in John 3. At least, it seems that the 
disciples were aware of what was said. To be in the kingdom of heaven, we must be born again. These are old words that we don’t hear very often anymore. But it leads to the 
question—have you been born again? Have you come to the place in your life where God has revealed the depth of your sin and have you seen your need to repent, turn to 
God, and give him your life completely? Have you exchanged your life of sin for Jesus’ life of righteousness? Have you been miraculously changed and reborn by the Spirit of 
God? If so, it is according to God’s mercy alone that that has happened. God’s mercy is him not giving you what you deserve. You deserve death for the sins you have done, 
but God, who is rich in mercy, has seen fit not to punish you for those sins, but to place the punishment on his Son—Jesus (see also Ephesians 2:1-9). When you are born 
again, it is to a living hope—a hope that brings new, eternal life into your life. It is the hope that you will be with Jesus forever. Your life has now become an eternal life. You 
look forward to eternal life (being with God and knowing him), as opposed to eternal death (being separated from God and not knowing his love). This has happened through 
the resurrection of Jesus! O, have you been born again? If so, how are you living out the eternal life that is yours (see John 17:3)? If not, seek forgiveness and enter the 
kingdom! If you need help with that, let me know. 

 

Wednesday, May 27 Inheritance 
 … to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:4-5 

Being born again brings you into an inheritance that has some amazing qualities and benefits. It is imperishable, undefiled, and kept in heaven—a pretty safe place by all 
accounts. Jesus mentions heaven as the place that is best to store up treasures (Matthew 6:19-21). These treasures are the actions in your life that are fueled by faith and 
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empowered by the spirit of God in your life. They are the right things, done for the right reasons, in the right power. They are the choices that you make from an eternal 
perspective. They are possible because you are an eternal being that is living out the eternal power of God in your life. Being born again places you in a position where you 
live in this world in this time looking forward to your eternal inheritance. One of the main things to consider about your eternal inheritance is that it is undefiled. This is really 
important. People are totally depraved. That does not mean that all people are as bad as they could be, what it means is that each part of every person has been impacted by 
sin. We live in a defiled world with defiled thoughts and defiled culture. Each of us, because of that defilement around us is defiled and each of our thoughts is defiled. That is 
not pleasant at all to think about, but once you realize it is true, you are moved to seek the Lord more fully. But listen, your inheritance is undefiled. This world is defiled and 
will never satisfy you, but your inheritance is waiting. You will, as a born-again follower of Jesus Christ, go to a place that has never been and will never be tainted by sin. 
Think about that for a minute or two. How can you wait? Through your faith in God’s power to guard you—that is what it means to trust God. That is what it means for God to 
be your refuge and your fortress. You trust God to guard you in the world that is defiled—even from your own evil thoughts. You look upward as you await your glorification—
the moment when your redeemed soul is given a redeemed body and you move into the place that is undefiled with your Savior, forever cleansed and free from the presence 
of sin. Can someone say, “Amen!”? Consider your inheritance. What does it mean to live in light of your inheritance while living here in faith? 

 

Thursday, May 28 Genuine 
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1:6-7 

How can you know that your faith is genuine? You can look forward to having it be tested! Why should you want your faith to be proven as genuine? So that when Jesus is 
revealed there will be praise and glory through your faith given to him. How is your faith proven genuine? Through necessary trials. What makes this so important? Your faith 
is of great value. In these verses Peter helps his readers understand the trials that are in their lives or that will be coming into their lives. He has moved from the future reward 
(the inheritance) to what to expect in the defiled world as we wait. We can expect trials. What Peter is specifically talking about here are trials that come because of living out 
the faith of your new life. He is not specifically speaking about the normal trials of life—even though those are viewed much differently by followers of Jesus, who are citizens 
of the new kingdom, looking upward to their reward. He is speaking about the necessity of genuine faith being put to the test of standing boldly for the Lord in a world that has 
largely rejected him or redefined him. The recipients of the letter were not experiencing widespread persecution. There was not an empire-wide persecution that had come 
upon followers of Jesus. What had happened, by this time, was that followers of Jesus were seen as very different. They would be viewed by some as atheists because they 
only worshiped one God. If they stood for their faith, they would experience shunning and trials. Peter is telling them to rejoice in this, because of the inheritance that is 
waiting, but also because this would cause their faith—their very valuable faith—to be proven to the world as genuine! One of the strongest arguments for the truth of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the lives of the Apostles. They were ready to suffer death because of their faith—the absolute assurance they had that Jesus is the Christ. One 
of the strongest testimonies of the truth of Jesus today is you living out your faith in absolute assurance. It is coming to a point in your life where you look for opportunities for 
your faith to be proven genuine by trial, and you rejoice in those opportunities, knowing that they have come so that people can know Jesus. In some small way, that is what it 
means for him to be revealed, even as we wait for the moment when he returns and is fully revealed. So, how are your proving that your faith is genuine? 

 

Friday, May 29 Inexpressible 
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:8-9 

The word that is translated “inexpressible” in the NIV is found only here in all the New Testament. It speaks of a joy so overwhelming that it cannot be expressed, and yet we 
try. Really, when you think abut it, that is what worship is. It is trying to put into words that which is unutterable. It is joining with the stars and the heavens to declare the 
wonders of God (Psalm 19). Peter is reminding his readers that we can stand the trials of our faith because of the love we have for Jesus, whom we have never actually seen 
face to face. That is faith. Faith is not believing because you see; it is seeing because you believe. It is as if you believe so much in who Jesus is, love him so deeply, that it is 
as if you can see him, when in reality it is that you can’t wait to see him. This is us obtaining the outcome of our faith. This speaks to the already and not yet aspect of our 
salvation. We already know Jesus because he has made himself known to us. And as we have come to know him, we love him deeply. We live our lives for him. We are 
seeking daily to become more and more like him. This is the process of sanctification. Once you have genuinely come to know Jesus, you cannot stay the same. Your life will 
change—it must! If your life has not changed since you encountered Jesus, it may be that you have not genuinely been born again. It may be that you have acknowledged him 
but not surrendered to him. A genuine saving faith changes what we think, say, and do because we are new creations, who no longer live for ourselves, but for the One who 
saved us by his death (2 Corinthians 5:15). This changed life is the outcome of our faith. It is joyously allowing the power of God to take the defilement from our lives and bring 
in his purity—in part now and fully in heaven. This process causes us great joy—joy that is so great it cannot be expressed in words. So, how joyful are you? I realize it can be 
hard in this world to experience the type of joy that Peter is speaking of, but are you? If not, why not? What is robbing this joy from your life? Whatever it is that is robbing your 
joy, get rid of it! Live in inexpressible joy basking in your love for the One who loves you fully—Almighty God. 

 

Saturday, May 30 Searched 
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them 
was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now 
been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 1 Peter 1:10-12 

As he closes out this long sentence in the original language, Peter moves to the past. He has allowed his readers to see that their faith will lead them to a future inheritance, 
that it will hold them in their current trials, and now he reveals for them that their faith allows them to see a truth that had been predicted in the past. In fact, the predictions 
related to Jesus have been given by God himself. The Spirit of Christ is the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Godhead. It was through him that the predictions concerning the 
suffering and glories of Jesus were made. The Holy Spirit of Christ made the predictions. The prophets spoke only what they heard from God the Holy Spirit. After they made 
the prophetic statements, they searched to uncover who and when these things would come true. They inquired of the Lord, they sought out the fulfillment of this wonderful 
prediction. They were intent on discovering the meaning of what they had been told. They sought peace with God that would come only through the suffering Servant. And 
they sought the glories that would follow his suffering. Those glories are the results of the sacrifice. It is the kingdom of God open for all who would receive. They yearned for 
what could not be had fully until the fullness of time had come (Galatians 4:4-7). They looked into that which they could not receive apart from us (Hebrews 11:39). In revealing 
this, Peter is helping his readers—and us—understand that our faith is very valuable. It holds a future promise, present power, and a past prediction. As we wrap up our study 
this week, how do you see your faith as valuable? What do you have in this world that is of greater value? How have you been treating your faith? Can others see in your life 
how valuable your faith in Jesus is? 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20-21 


