
May 18–23, 2020 

Each week we look more deeply into the 
weekend’s message. Dive in and learn how 

to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or 

family study guide. 

From Fisherman to Shepherd 
1 Peter 1:1-2 
We can live by faith because we have a new identity! 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 1 Peter 1:1-2 

Monday, May 18, 2020 Peter 

Please read 1 Peter today. We will be looking at 1:1-2 together this week. The letter starts with a name or more accurately perhaps, a title. When Jesus met 
Simon, son of Jonah, the first disciple he called by name, he declared that Simon would be called Cephas—Peter—the rock (John 1:42). Yet, Jesus never 
calls him by that name in Scripture. But it will become Simon’s new identity. So much so that by the time this letter is written, it is how he introduces himself. 
Imagine being in a time of great distress because you are a follower of Jesus. Imagine you pray that God would send you word of how you could live for him 
by faith in the middle of that distress. Imagine then that you receive a letter from Peter—the rock. The one man that seems to have been the best friend of 
Jesus. The one who walked with him for some three years. The one man who was the first to confess his sinfulness to Jesus (Luke 5:8). The one man who 
walked on water. Peter, listed first among the twelve that were chosen by Jesus (Matthew 10:2). Peter, the first to preach after Jesus left, the one who would 
inspire the first gospel (Mark). The one who denied ever knowing Jesus and yet was restored by Jesus. The one who received a special visit from Jesus after 
the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5), before any of the other disciples. Peter, the one who seems most like you. That is what this letter represents. This 
Peter ,who was a fisherman that became a fisher of men, was transformed by Jesus into a shepherd (John 21:15-19). This shepherd, who was such a great 
example of the Great Shepherd is writing to a group of people who are experiencing distress because of following Jesus. As we look at this letter together, 
we must remember that Peter is able to help us realize that we will face all types of distress in this world—surely he was aware—and yet, because of Jesus, 
we can choose to live by faith. Additionally, we can choose that if we will experience hardship, it will be because we claim the name of Jesus and live 

differently because of it. Simon became Peter. One who was a sinful man became a redeemed shepherd. 

Tuesday, May 19, 2020 Apostle 

We continue to look at 1 Peter 1:1. Not only is Peter one who has been changed by Jesus, he is one who has been given authority to speak for Jesus. He is 
an apostle of Jesus Christ. What would that have meant to the recipients of the letter? What is an apostle? Literally the word means “ambassador or delegate 
that is sent from someone.” In the case of Peter, it refers to him being one of the Twelve whom Jesus chose to train and send (Luke 6:13). These were the 
Twelve, whom Jesus designated as his “sent ones,” who had been with him. This gave the term a much richer meaning for those twelve. Peter was always 
mentioned first in that list of twelve. Indeed, several times the group is referred to as “Peter and those with him.” Peter has primacy among the Twelve. He is 
the first one called, the first one called by name, the first one to declare that Jesus was the Christ, the first one Jesus went to on several occasions, the first 
one of the Twelve to see Jesus alive, the first one to preach with the authority of the Holy Spirit. This rock, this Apostle, has the authority to speak into the 
lives of the recipients of this letter. He has the authority to speak into our lives as well. Jesus entrusted and empowered Peter to speak the truth and to 
declare the gospel with his words and with his life. He was indeed a friend of Jesus and a powerful presenter of that truth. And yet, as we read this letter, we 
will read in the words a humility that can only come from a life that has been changed by Jesus. While he has primacy and authority, he demonstrates 
humility. He has wisdom and understanding and revelation, but he has the heart of a shepherd to speak the words that are needed. The sinful man of Luke 
5:8 has become the apostle to speak truth into our lives by his words and his actions. His words and his life reveal the powerful change that comes from 
being with Jesus. While you are not one of the Twelve, you are called to be an ambassador (2 Corinthians 5:20). How can your words and your life be an 
example of what it means to be changed and called by Jesus, even as you live by faith in times of distress? 
 
 
 

 



Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

May 20, 2020 Trinity 

1 Peter 1:1-2 declare one of the deep truths of our faith. There can be no doubt that there is only one God. God has made that declaration himself 
(Deuteronomy 6:4). Yet, throughout the Bible we see things that would indicate that God exists as Father, Spirit, and Son. In fact, Jesus was crucified for 
claiming to be the Son of God, making him God (Mark 14:62). In the introduction of the letter, Peter expresses the truth of the Trinity in describing the roles 
each plays in the life of a believer. There are three Persons within the Godhead. One God, three Persons. The Nicene Creed describes it as follows: We 
believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made... We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 
he is worshiped and glorified. Peter describes the Father as having foreknowledge of those who are saved, the Spirit as the agent of sanctification—the 
making new of a person, and Jesus Christ the Son as the One whose blood is able to cleanse the believer from their sin. The recipients of the letter are in a 
time of distress. They are suffering because of their faith in Jesus and the living out of that faith. As Peter starts his letter, he makes it clear that they have 

been redeemed by the one true God. They have been changed, and they have the power and the person of God as a declaration of that truth. 

May 21, 2020 Elect Exiles 

Peter’s letter is addressed to the elect exiles from a region of the world that is modern day Turkey. These are followers of Jesus who have been scattered. It 
would seem that the recipients would have been both Jew and Gentile. Primarily, it would seem that Jews would have been in mind as part of the dispersion 
that is mentioned by Peter. But also, the Gentile will be addressed in parts of the letter as well. What we will learn from the letter is that these who receive the 
letter are strangers in this world. This will become a theme in the letter. We have been made new. This world, as it is, can no longer be our home. We have 
become elect exiles. It you have come to know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, it is because God has drawn you to himself and has miraculously converted 
you to new life. You have become a stranger in this world as it is. As Peter addresses his recipients, he reminds them that not only are they exiles from the 
lands they lived in prior to their dispersion, they are also, as the elect of God, exiles from the world itself! They are living in a world that is no longer home, in 
more ways than one. This will help them to realize that, while they are in a time of distress, they have been given a new identity in Jesus. And while that 
identity as an elect child of God can cause them to feel out of place, it also will allow them to understand what it means to live in the power of a new life. Of 
course, the world they live in will not accept them. Of course, they will feel out of place—they are! Do you ever feel as though you really don’t belong in this 
world? The truth is that if we are not careful, we can blend into the world and not allow others to see the difference that God has made in our lives. The 

original audience of the letter would have stuck out physically, socially, and spiritually in their new setting. Is that true for you as well? 

May 22, 2020 Obedience 

Peter wants his readers to understand that they have been saved according to the foreknowledge of God for obedience to Jesus Christ. I think about the life 
of Peter. From that first moment when Jesus called Peter to follow him, Peter waked with Jesus and learned what it meant to obey. To follow Jesus is to obey 
Jesus. Peter learned that. He learned that when you do not obey Jesus, you receive a rebuke! He learned that when you do not obey Jesus, Jesus corrects 
you so that you can learn the joy of following him. It is truly a joy to follow Jesus in obedience. Jesus said that the one who has his commands and obeys 
them is the one who loves him. The implication is that obedience is an indicator of love. The verse goes on to speak of the sprinkling of the blood. This is a 
reminder of the forgiveness that is found in Jesus alone. While the call is to obedience, the understanding is that that there will be disobedience (sin), which 
only the blood of Jesus can cleanse. When we are defiled by sinful disobedience, we need the cleansing of Jesus’ blood. Take some time today and consider 
your life as a follower of Jesus. Are you living a life of obedience? Are you following him in such a way that your life is changed each day because of the way 
that he corrects your missteps? How are you living in loving, joy-filled obedience to the Great Shepherd, as he leads and as you follow? Where do you need 

to confess so that you may find the forgiveness of your Savior? 

May 23 2020 Multiplied 

Grace and peace be multiplied to you. 1 Peter 1:2b 
 
As the greeting of the letter closes, Peter wishes that grace and peace would be multiplied to the readers. I can only imagine how the original readers would 
have cherished that. As followers of Jesus, we have great peace—we have peace with God (Romans 5:1). We have peace as an answer to our prayers in 
times of anxiousness (Philippians 4:7). We have the peace that Jesus left with us (John 14:27). We have grace. Grace has given us our salvation (Ephesians 
2:8-9). Grace is given to us to live each moment of the day. In times of distress, we can lose sight of the peace and grace that we already have. Peter 
reminds his readers that the grace and peace we have comes from a source that will not and cannot ever run dry. It is found in abundance—actually in 
overabundance—in Jesus! It is his desire to multiply his peace and grace in our lives and yet, so many times, we turn just before the moment that flood 
comes. There are a lot of things happening right now that can distract us from Jesus. Fight that. Fight it hard. Turn your eyes to the source of peace and 
grace. He is waiting to lavish it on you in multiplied abundance. May God overwhelm you with his grace and peace today in multiplied abundance and may 
your heart be ready to receive all he is looking to lavish on you.  
 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. Ephesians 3:20-21 


