
May 11–16 , 2020 

Each week we look more deeply into the 
weekend’s message. Dive in and learn how 

to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or 
family study guide. 

We Can Live By Faith Because of Jesus 
Hebrews 13:7-25 
We can live by faith because of Jesus Christ—the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the 
heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. We have an altar from which 
those who serve the tent have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the 
high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood. Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. For here we have no lasting 
city, but we seek the city that is to come. Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.  
Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. I urge you the more earnestly to 
do this in order that I may be restored to you the sooner. 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
I appeal to you, brothers, bear with my word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. You should know that our brother Tim-
othy has been released, with whom I shall see you if he comes soon. Greet all your leaders and all the saints. Those who come from 
Italy send you greetings. Grace be with all of you.  Hebrews 13:7-25 

May 11, 2020 Taught and caught 

Please read Hebrews 13 today. We will be looking at verses 7-25 a little more closely this week. We begin with verse 7. This verse recalls the original leaders 
of the movement we call the Church. The author calls them to remember these leaders who opened the truth of the word of God to them. These were men 
who had lived their lives in a way that reflected the truth that they taught. The recipients of the letter were to remember the word they had been taught and 
the example that had been given. This would allow them to live by faith and to worship God acceptably. Each of the examples given in chapter 13 were of 
people who had heard the word of the Lord and had acted upon their knowledge of what God had said. Knowing the word of God is key to living by faith. It is 
his word that stands firm in the midst of uncertainty “But the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” 1 
Peter 1:25. Knowing God’s word allows you to know the God who is sovereign over all things. It allows you to rest in his presence. The other thing that would 
hold them was considering the example of the lives of the people who taught them—those who had been changed. Their lives were to be imitated. As you 
read the Bible are you inspired by the example of those whose lives were changed? How are you remembering what you have been taught and how are you 
living out what you have caught? I remember growing up in the Church and wondering whether there was really anything true about what I was learning. I 
wondered why, if what I was taught was so true, weren’t more people who said they believed it living different lives? Remember that your life, lived as a 
follower of Jesus Christ, is in itself a testimony of what you truly believe. 

May 12, 2020 Same 

Tucked into this amazing letter that speaks to the humanity and divinity of Jesus is this powerful verse. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. Jesus is superior. That is what the author of Hebrews set out to make clear. Jesus is the Son of God and, as such, he is God. He is the same and he 
has not changed in his divine nature. One of the attributes of God is “immutability,” which means his “unchangeable nature.” As we think about the attributes 
of God, some are communicable (shared), and some are incommunicable (unshared). In other words, come are attributes that we have as beings created in 
his image and some are attributes that belong to God alone. We are able to love because that is an attribute of God that is in us as humans. Immutability is 
not one of the attributes that we have! We are not unchanging. It could not be said of us that we are the same yesterday, today, and forever. It is true only of 
God. While there has been a change in the fact that Jesus took on flesh and became the God-Man, what the author is speaking of is his eternal, divine 
nature. That never changes. The teaching of the word never changes. The truth God speaks never changes. It always can be trusted, as correctly 
interpreted. As this group of people that received this letter would soon find out, the world situation can change. Persecution would come and their world 
would change. But the truth that they had been taught about the unchanging Son of God would never change. Our world has changed. It is different and it will 
not go back to what it was. How is that impacting your life? What is it doing to your trust? What are you trying to hold onto in the midst of change? How can 
you hold on to Jesus—the same yesterday, today, and forevermore? 



Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

May 13, 2020 Grace 

Hebrews 13:9-15 can be a little confusing for us. Realize this is an expansion on the thought that Jesus is the same. Jesus (the Messiah) is the sin offering—
the Passover looked forward to that. There is not a place for teachings about the Word or about Jesus that change the message that has been given. 
Teachings that do are diverse and strange. For the original recipients, that would have had to do with the sacrifices that are offered. The sacrifice on the Day 
of Atonement (Yom Kippur), which is spoken of here, was a sacrifice that was different than the others. It would have been offered once a year and the body 
and remains were to be taken outside the camp to be burned. It could not be eaten by the priests. In verse 10, Jesus is referred to as the altar. He is the final 
Yom Kippur sacrifice. The author helps us see that that is why Jesus died on the cross outside of the gate so that he could sanctify his people. This is the 
only way that people can be sanctified. The Yom Kippur offering was no longer recognized, as the fulfillment had come in Christ. He is the altar from which 
only those who have been redeemed are able to partake. This is grace. It is partaking of the grace of God as revealed in the sacrifice of Jesus that 
strengthens the hearts of those who are followers of Jesus. Our hearts are strengthened to bear the reproach that he bore—to be ready to face disgrace 
because of our love for Jesus and more importantly, his love for us. It causes us to look upward and keep our eyes fixed on the prize—the lasting city that is 
to come. So, through Jesus and the grace that we have received, we continually sacrifice ourselves to praise the one true God (see Romans 12:1-2 and 
Galatians 2:20). How are you living with lips that declare the majesty of the one true God? How are you living as a sacrifice for him? 

May 14, 2020 Deeds 

Verses16-17 move from words to deeds. The exhortation is to share what we have with those in need because this is pleasing to God. God is a God of 
justice. At some point, he will make everything right. When followers of Jesus live generously, it reflects and reveals our Savior—especially when that 
happens within the Church. It is important to see that this is a sacrifice. It does not come from excess; it is sacrificial giving. The author further exhorts the 
readers to obey the leaders of their fellowship. There are verses that speak about leaders in general, but these verses are speaking to the flock about 
leaders of the flock of which they are a part. He gives four reasons for that obedience. They watch over the souls of those they lead; they will someday give 
an account for their care of those souls and how they stewarded the leadership entrusted to them; they would like to lead with joy and not grief; and finally, it 
is unprofitable for the flock to not submit to the leader. There is great advantage for the followers, for the leaders, and for the Lord, if God-focused, Christ-
seeking leadership is submitted to. I am grateful that in our church, at this point in time, so many are so supportive and praying for the leadership of our 
church. It allows us to do great things for God!! These are the deeds that the author helps us see are pleasing to God. They are one more way to bring 
victory in the life of one who lives by faith. How are you sacrificially sharing with others—time, talents, resources? How are you following the leaders that God 
has placed over you? What steps are you taking to make their task a joy? What does it look like for you to encourage them? 

May 15, 2020 Pray 

The author asks for prayer in verses 18-19. He indicates that he is asking from a clear conscience. It has been said that there is no pillow so soft as a clear 
conscience. I know this to be true in my life! There have been many nights when I have had less than a clear conscience. The pillow seems quite hard on 
those nights. The author is asking for prayer. In this we can see that he understood that prayer was important for the mission of the Lord to take place. It 
seems as though he realizes that every step of his journey is dependent upon the Lord’s hand in his life. I notice that he asks them to pray earnestly—
intentionally—heartily so that he could be restored to them, along with Timothy. It is as if he realizes that engaging with God in prayer allows the work of the 
Lord to happen. Is it possible that prayer moves the heart of God? Yes! Is it possible that prayer moves the heart of man? Yes! Spurgeon has equated prayer 
and Bible reading to breathing in and breathing out. We breathe in the words of God and breathe out our adoration and reliance upon him. All too often, we 
find ourselves running ahead of God because we have not included him in the planning. Have you found that to be true in your life? Then our prayers end up 
being cries for help from a self-imposed situation of pain. The author reveals a better way. Pray and wait. Pray so that God will open the door, and then go 
through that door. Today, spend some time thinking about the way that you pray and how it guides your daily decisions and actions. 

May 16 2020 Truth 

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip 
you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 Hebrews 13:20-21 

The benediction of the letter of Hebrews is a beautiful expression of the amazing Lord Jesus. Read through this prayer and consider the different truths 
contained within. It is loaded with doctrine that has been declared in the letter and in other places in Scripture: 1) God is the God of peace. No matter the 
turmoil in the world, God is the God of peace. 2) God brought back Jesus from the dead! God has all power to meet all needs. He has the power over life and 
death. He is the giver of life. 3) He brings eternal life through the eternal covenant, which is the New Covenant. This recalls Jesus holding up the cup and 
declaring that this is the New Covenant in his blood (Luke 22:20). 4) Jesus is the great Shepherd (John 10:11). The author uses the superlative to 
acknowledge that Jesus, as our Shepherd, is great. He meets our needs. He cares for us. He leads us. 5) Jesus is not only the great Shepherd; he is the 
Lord Jesus. He is the Lord, declaring his deity; he is Jesus declaring his humanity. This is the God-Man needed and promised—the Messiah—the Son of 
Man. 6) We are equipped for the life that he has designed for us to live. God does not leave us to struggle without help. He is the one who gives everything 
good that is needed to live out his will in our lives. 7) He works out in our lives that which is pleasing to him. He breaks though our self-sufficiency (which is 
pride) and allows us the joy of his work in our lives. 8) This happens through Jesus Christ. It is Jesus in us through which God works out his good pleasure. It 
is as we abide in Christ and Christ abides in us that God works in our lives (John 15:1-17). 9) Jesus receives all the glory forever and ever and ever. Amen. 
Pray this benediction over yourself and your family. Pray it over the Church that we might all bask in the truth of what it means to be given over in loving 
worship and service to Jesus, the one who is superior to everything. 


