
Friday, May 8, 2020 

Precious 
Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the 
sexually immoral and adulterous.  Hebrews 13:4 

Another form of acceptable worship is to consider marriage as precious—to honor it. The word translated as 
“honor” is used in some other passages as “precious.” What does it mean to honor marriage? As the Creator 
of marriage, God gets to define what it is. Honoring marriage means to honor God’s definition of marriage. 
He established marriage in Genesis 2:24. Jesus reinforced this in Matthew 19:4-6. Throughout Scripture, we 
see marriage honored by God, even using it to help us understand the relationship between Christ and the 
church (Ephesians 5:29-33). Marriage is precious. It is an amazing union between a man and a woman that 
cannot be broken. While God allows for divorce because of hard hearts (Matthew 19:8), divorce does not 
and cannot completely sever the union that was between the two, because they have become one by God’s 
design. Honoring the institution of marriage, understand that marriage is designed by God to be a place of 
worship. The focus of the relationship is God and love for him that reveals itself in sacrificial love for each 
other, that moves within the couple to fulfill the mission God has for them together. It is within that 
relationship that God has designed for sexual relations to happen. Any and all sexual relations outside of a 
marriage of God’s design is sin that will be judged by God. This includes pornography and virtual sex—and 
yes, even lust. The place for appropriate sexual relations (the marriage bed) is to be kept undefiled—that is 
untainted, unpolluted, pure. These thoughts may be considered outdated by some today, but remember that 
when Jesus taught these things in Matthew 19, the teaching was already more than 1000 years old. The 
culture in which Jesus, and other authors of the New Testament, taught these things would not be ready to 
accept them either. How do you honor marriage? Whether you are married or single, how do you see 
marriage as precious and what steps are you taking in your life to keep yourself from any sexual sins? 

Saturday, May 9, 2020 

Content 
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say ,“The Lord is my helper, I will not fear; what can man 
do to me?” Hebrews 13:5-6 

The final exhortation we look at this week is the challenge to be content. Really, the challenge is to be 
content with God. To be at a place where God is enough. That really should not be challenging and yet it is! 
It was for Adam and Eve and it is and has been for each of their descendants—including me. It is part of my 
sin nature to be discontent with the sufficiency of God. My new nature runs to that truth, my sin nature runs 
away from it. C. S. Lewis is quoted as saying, “He who has God and everything else has no more than he 
who has God only.” Everything we have comes from God. There is nothing that can be taken from you 
because you don’t own anything. There is nothing that you need because in Christ you have been given 
everything! When you are feeling discontent, ask yourself what it is that you truly need that you have not 
been given as a follower of Jesus. Remember that you are a citizen of a kingdom that cannot be shaken and 
that can never be taken from you. The pandemic response is making it hard to be content for many people. 
Many have lost their jobs or a large percentage of their retirement savings. Many have lost the ability to earn 
money. Many have been given extra in the form of a stimulus check. As you pray over what acceptable 
worship to God looks like in your life, where does contentment fit in? Remember that money and having 
money is not sin; rather, the love of money and the love of having money is a sin that leads you away from 
being content in God. 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and 
learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  
Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

May 4 - 9 , 2020 

Brotherly Love 
Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 
Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with 
them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 
body. Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the 
marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually 
immoral and adulterous. Keep your life free from love of money, 
and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say,  

The Lord is my helper; 
I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” 
 Hebrews 13:1-6 



Monday, May 4, 2020 

Philadelphia 

We look at Hebrews 13 this week and next. The chapter contains the normal ending of an epistle. 
It lists some exhortations to be followed in light of what has been shared in the letter. In the 
original language, the first verse would read “philadelphia meno,” which translates as “brotherly 
love remain.” That word, “Philadelphia,” is known well by us because of The City of Brotherly 
Love. The word “Philadelphia” is the combination of the Greek words “phileo,” which implies "to 
love," and “adelphos,” which means "brother." It would have been a common word at the time of 
the letter to the Hebrews and they would have known a city by that name as well (Revelation 3:7). 
This exhortation contains an encouragement. While he is calling them to have this brotherly love, 
he is commending them for having it already. The exhortation is that it would continue. Brotherly 
love is spoken of by both Peter and Paul. Take some time to look at Romans 12:10;  
1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; and 2 Peter 1:7 in context, and see what you notice about 
brotherly love. Why do you think it is so important for brotherly love to continue? How does living 
in brotherly love equate to worshiping God? How does it help you think about what it means to be 
in the family of God? 

Tuesday, May 5, 2020 

Hospitality 
Please read Hebrews 13 today. Consider verse 2. Do not neglect to show hospitality. The word 
translated as “hospitality” is “philonexia,” which literally means “love of strangers” that plays itself 
out in hospitality to strangers. While for the times travel was relatively easy in the Roman Empire 
because of the roads, it was also dangerous and treacherous, especially if a person needed to 
spend the night somewhere. Inns were expensive and not always the safest places to be, so 
opening a home to a traveler who may not be known was a true expression of love. This would 
especially be true for those who were followers of Jesus who would travel as teachers. They 
would need a safe and free place to stay, one that would also provide a meal. Those who may 
have been unknown members of the family of God would be “strangers” in one sense, but still 
known. Taking them in would allow the truth of God to advance. This is the main point of this 
verse, but it extends to those outside the family of God as well. Paul speaks of hospitality in 
Romans 12:13. As we live in the midst of the virus response, it can seem hard to think of how to 
practice hospitality but remember that the exhortation in this verse is to not neglect to show 
hospitality. How many things that you are handling now may be causing you to neglect this?  
What does it look like to show hospitality in a world that requires physical distancing?  

Wednesday, May 6, 2020 

Angels 
It is very hard to read Hebrews 13 without pausing at this idea of entertaining angels. If we are 
not careful, that becomes the focal point of the verse. It is not. Hospitality is. More than likely, the 
original audience would have thought about the witnesses of Chapter 11 and that would have led 
them to consider Abraham as the example of showing hospitality (Genesis 18-19). Lot 
entertained the angels as well. The motive for showing hospitality is not so that one can meet 
angels. The motive is to worship God. Showing hospitality in the biblical sense reveals the love of 
God, and as such, is a reflection of worship. Yet, apparently, there are times that angels are the 
benefactors of that hospitality. So, what are angels? Angels are created beings. They are spirit 
beings. Angels are not human. Humans do not become angels when they die. They were created 
as angels. Their knowledge is limited. They have a will, yet they are subject to God—their 
Creator. The evil angels are demons. Good angels are ministering spirits sent by God to help 
believers (Hebrews 1:14). So what are some of the activities of angels? A look in the 
concordance takes us to verses that show that angels praise God, worshiping him and rejoicing in 
what he does. They serve him and appear before him. They are messengers who carry answers 
to prayer. They encourage, they aid, they observe, they care for believers at the time of death.  
When we consider what an angel is, it is true that in our culture, a person who does wonderful 
things is called an angel. That is one meaning of the word in our world, and it is a powerful way to 
express the care that a person gives. But the Bible makes it clear that angels are amazingly, 
uniquely created spiritual beings with a specific role in worshiping God. What do you think of 
when you think of angels? Have you had false ideas about what angels are? 

Thursday, May 7, 2020 

Mistreated 
As we continue in Hebrews 13, we come to verse 3 that speaks of caring for those in prison. This 
would have been particularly significant at the time of the writing of the letter. The author has spoken 
of this previously in 10:32-34. At the time of the writing, the situation in the prisons was abysmal. Many 
times, prisoners were dependent on outside help in order to live. Food and water came from those 
who would care for the ones in prison. The ones spoken of here are the ones who are in prison for 
their faith—or mistreated for their faith. The author calls his readers to stop and remember the ones 
who are suffering from this mistreatment and to care for them as if it was happening to them! He 
further helps them consider that since they have a body, they know what it feels like to have the body 
neglected or abused so they can feel what those who are mistreated are feeling if they remember what 
they are experiencing. This is an important aspect of brotherly love. As we move about in our 
individual lives, we can cease to remember those in prison or those who are mistreated. This is why 
we pray for and focus our thoughts on the persecuted church. In our day and age, there are many 
around the world who are suffering, and the truth is that most of their brothers and sisters are not 
remembering them. If we are not careful, we can totally forget that followers of Jesus are truly 
suffering. The author of Hebrews reminds us of God’s heart—that we are to remember them. We are 
to imagine in our bodies what they are experiencing. This is not a suggestion; it is an exhortation from 
God through the author of Hebrews. It is important to God and therefore important for us. So, how are 
you remembering those who are suffering for their faith in Jesus as Savior? How are you remembering 
them as if you were in prison or being mistreated with them? Consider checking out Open Doors 
watchlist (www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/) to find the stories of real 
people and places. 


