
Friday, May 1, 2020 

Worship 
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer 
to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.  
 Hebrews 12:28-29 
Acceptable worship. What else could be the response to all that the readers have just heard? If 
you have found the time to listen to or read Hebrews in its entirety this week, you may be 
overwhelmed with the same sense and desire to worship this amazing God who has 
demonstrated himself in such a dramatic way as to come in the person of Jesus to make 
atonement for sin and make all things new. What does it mean to have worship that is 
acceptable? The word that we translate as acceptable is used only here in the whole of the New 
Testament. Yet, a cognate is used in 11:5-6 where it speaks of Enoch pleasing God and the fact 
that without faith it is impossible to please God. Acceptable worship is worship that pleases God. 
It is impossible to worship God acceptably without faith. It is further impossible to live by faith and 
not worship God! If you are living by faith, as we have seen the author of Hebrews encouraging 
his readers to do, then you will burst into acceptable, pleasing worship of this amazing God. But 
also, you will be overwhelmed with the “consuming fire” nature of God. Moses knew well this 
nature of God. God is a jealous God. He will not tolerate improper worship. Idols will be 
consumed. In what ways is your worship acceptable, that is, pleasing to God? Do you see how 
the author of Hebrews has brought us back to the beginning of chapter 11 with Enoch’s faith 
being an example for us? How can you walk with God in faith in the same way as Enoch? 

Saturday, May 2, 2020 

So What? 
Please read Hebrews 13 today and begin to prepare your heart for the message this weekend. In 
some ways, chapter 13 is a “so what?” to what has come before. If Hebrews is a sermon, as 
some commentators think, then chapter 13 can be considered the conclusion. As you read this 
chapter and as we look at it together in the message, consider the call to live differently as your 
spiritual act of worship (Romans 12:1-2). Think about the author calling us to offer to God 
acceptable worship as you read and linger on 13:16. How do the exhortations found in chapter 13 
reveal themselves in your life? Do you see obedience to these directives as the outflowing of 
sacrificial worship? We will look at them more closely next week in the Diving In, but as you 
prepare your heart in response to the amazing love of God as revealed in this letter, consider 
whether or not you are living your life in this way. It is our goal to make Christ known. We long to 
know him in such a way that we can make him known to others. Before you can tell another 
person that they need to know Jesus and give their life to him, you need to be living your life in 
such a way that they would want to! You must be living in the new kingdom, in the grace of God, 
overwhelmed by his love and power and presence in such a way that it radiates from you so that 
others will want the same for their lives. There is indeed nothing better than basking in the love of 
God. How does that show in your life? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and 
learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  
Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

April 27 - May 2 , 2020 

Lovingly Disciplined 
For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing 
fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of 
a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg 
that no further messages be spoken to them. For they could 
not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches 
the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was 
the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have 
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the 
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they 
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns 
from heaven. At that time his voice shook the earth, but now 
he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” 
indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, 
things that have been made—in order that the things that 
cannot be shaken may remain. 

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire. Hebrews 12:18-29 



Monday, April 27, 2020 

Contrast 
As we read Hebrews 12:18-24, we are immediately struck with a stark contrast. There is a 
contrast between two mountains. While the author never gives the name of the first, it would be 
clear to his audience that he was speaking about Mount Sinai. The stark contrast can cause one 
to wonder why there is such a vast difference since it is the same God who is present. How can 
the manifestation of God to the people receiving the Old Covenant be so vastly different from the 
manifestation of God to the people receiving the New Covenant? The mountains are 
representative of the covenants. Reading in Exodus 19 and Deuteronomy 9:19 gives a glimpse 
into the response of the people coming out of Egypt. It also gives a glimpse into the awesome 
power of God and the terror that comes as a person is exposed before that power. So, what is the 
difference in how God responds? Holiness. The people who came to the first mountain were not 
holy. In fact, in many ways, they were far from it. They already longed to go back to Egypt. They 
stood before God in their sin, exposed before him—guilty. It separated them from him. The Law 
they were to receive would not make them holy—it would just reveal the depth of their sin. 
However, the second mountain is approached by those who are holy! Amazing, right???? I mean, 
really think about this! If I repent and receive Christ, I come before God dressed in the 
righteousness of Christ, bearing his holiness imputed to me. In myself, I am no different or better 
than those who came to the first mountain. But in Christ, I have access to God—not separated, 
but rather, embraced by him. It is all his work—his grace. Which mountain are you waiting at for 
an encounter with God?  

Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

City of God 

As we read Hebrews 12:22-24 today, we must keep in mind the whole of the letter of Hebrews. If 
you get a chance, try to listen to or read the whole book sometime this week and look for the way 
that these two verses are really set up by the entire letter. In many ways, the letter, which some 
consider a sermon, reaches a zenith here. It is as if the author is bringing his thoughts to their 
glorious conclusion. It is significant to understand that faith sees what is yet to come as fulfilled. 
That is biblical hope—that absolute certainty of the fulfillment of the promises of God in Jesus. In 
that way, followers of Jesus—those who have truly been converted by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to be new creations—have come to the city of God. Do not miss the amazing way the author 
portrays this city. Look carefully at the different, precise ways the author restates what he has 
taught in this letter. We have not come to be judged because we are unholy—we have come to 
receive the grace of a just God because of the sacrifice of Jesus and his blood that has washed 
us clean. It is this sprinkling of blood that speaks to our cleanliness. It declares that we are 
righteous before a holy God. This is amazing! This is spectacular! This is what the follower of 
Jesus must fix their eyes upon. Really think about this. Ponder it today. Consider where you have 
come by the grace of God. Really stop and think about this. You have come to the city of God. 
You are a citizen of this city. This is your home. This is what God’s redemptive plan is for you. 
This is the destination of your race. This is the place you belong. This is the place that inspires 
you to live here as if you already live there. We have come to the grace of God. Faith sees this 
and believes it to be true already. 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 

Speaks 

As we continue to look at Hebrews 12, approaching the conclusion of the discourse, we are 
reminded that we serve a God who speaks. This is a main thought in the letter, first being stated 
in Hebrews 1:1: “In the past God spoke... but now he has spoken.” We know the God who 
speaks. There is only one God who speaks to his creation. God Almighty. He has made his will, 
his nature, and his character known. He is a holy God, to be sure. He is just, righteous, 
sovereign, majestic. He is a “compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin,” as 
he declared to Moses when he revealed his glory (Exodus 34:6-7). God has spoken through 
Jesus. He speaks his love and grace. We must not refuse to listen to his voice, and we must not 
reject what he says!! Please read Exodus 19 and try to imagine the scene. These people had 
seen the unmistakable power of God, and now they were to hear his voice. They needed to 
consecrate themselves—cleanse themselves—to prepare (19:14-15), which they did, and then 
the voice of the Lord spoke, and he spoke all that they were to obey. They had said they would. 
But they did not. They rejected the word of the Lord. They refused to listen. God, as a loving 
Father, speaks that which is best for us to hear. He speaks so that we may know what is best for 
us. He has designed us, as his children, to obey and find joy in living out his holiness in our lives 
(12:10). God has spoken through the prophets and through his Son. He has preserved his words 
for us in the Bible. How have you found yourself accepting the words of God? Do you spend time 
listening by reading his word? “See to it that you do not refuse him who is speaking” (Hebrews 
12:25). 

Thursday, April 30, 2020 

Shake 

Yesterday, as you read Exodus 19, you may have noticed that as God spoke, the earth shook—
the whole mountain trembled violently! I think of times when there is a really big thunderstorm; a 
bolt of lightning will flash across the sky and then comes the huge rumble of thunder. It can be so 
loud that it feels as though the very ground is moving. I imagine that is the scene at Mount 
Sinai—times one thousand! Psalm 104 captures the Creator God and declares his touch and 
care for creation. In verses 31-32 the psalmist declares, “May the glory of the LORD endure 
forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works— he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, who 
touches the mountains, and they smoke.” Fernando Ortega has put this psalm to song in his work 
entitled Creation Song. God made the earth, the heavens, and all that is. He owns it all—it is his 
and he will do with it as he pleases. God will reshape this creation into a new heaven and a new 
earth (Isaiah 65:17), which will be the home of the righteous (2 Peter 3:13). To do that, God will 
take the earth and the heavens and “shake the wicked out of it” (Job 38:13). We long for the day 
that wickedness is no more. That will require that the heavens and earth be shaken, so that which 
is unshakeable may remain. When earthquakes hit, people grab on to that which is stable. 
Everything that is wicked is not stable—don’t hold on to that, thinking that you will be safe when 
God shakes the wicked out of his creation. Hold on to that which is unshakeable—the kingdom of 
God. In many ways, that is what it means to consider where you are storing your treasures. 


