
Friday, April 17, 2020 

Victory 
Once again, read 1 Corinthians 15. Reading and rereading a chapter is very helpful to grasping the meaning 
of the whole, even as we look at individual sections. Remember that Paul is helping the Corinthian believers 
understand the importance of the resurrection and the significance of Jesus being resurrected. He tells them 
that Jesus is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (died). What this means is that Christ’s 
resurrection is the beginning of God’s renewal of all things! This is truly amazing.  
Our step into eternity is not a do-over. We do not begin again; we are renewed. We don’t start over; we 
continue—and we continue in resurrection bodies, redeemed bodies that embody redeemed souls, and we 
spend forever in the presence of God in a new heaven and a new earth, forever able to not sin. No more will 
there be sin or suffering, as the last enemy has been destroyed (15:26). Victory will come over death when 
Jesus comes again for his own (15:51-57). Please read those verses. 
 “Listen!” Paul says, “I tell you a wonderful mystery!!!” It is as if he can hardly contain his excitement thinking 
about the fact that Jesus will come again and we will receive the bodies that we have longed for—the bodies 
that are redeemed and are able to not sin. This indeed is the victory that I ache for. I long for the day that 
God redeems this flesh so that I will not have any more longing for the things that are displeasing to him.  
Victory comes when we are resurrected as he was resurrected. We are resurrected when Jesus comes for 
his own and brings victory over death. This is indeed our endless hope! Do you long for that day? Do you 
get excited thinking about the moment when you will be able to be in the presence of that Almighty—able 
never to sin again? Come soon, sweet victory. 

Saturday, April 18, 2020 

Work 
What should be our response to the amazing truth of the victory found in the resurrection? Work! Paul says 
to give yourself fully to the work of the Lord (15:58). Here are other verses describing the work of the Lord: 

John 4:34-38 & 17:4  1 Corinthians 3:5-15 
1 Corinthians 9:1   1 Corinthians 15:10 
1 Corinthians 16:10   Ephesians 2:10 
Colossians 1:24-29, 4:17 

What common things do you see in these verses? How would you describe the work of the Lord?  
Now look at Colossians 3:22-25. How does this impact your view of the work of the Lord? 
A growing disciple is one who is becoming more and more like Christ. It is made evident in obedience to his 
teaching. That is what it means to be a disciple—learning the teaching of the one you are following in a way 
that changes your life. The disciple then takes that which they have learned and teaches it to others. 
That is the work of the Lord. If you are a follower of Christ, then get about the work of the Lord! Whether you 
are disguised as a mom, a single adult, a factory worker, a slave, a CEO, a student, a salesperson, an EMT, 
a doctor, a nurse, or one of a hundred other places God has put you, do the 
work of the Lord. Tell others that they do not have to fear death. A 
resurrection body is possible for them. They do not have to face a hopeless 
end; they can have an endless hope. You may be the only one who ever 
tells them, or you may be the 50th person to tell them.  
Just tell and teach people what you know!. 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was 
preached so that you can dive in and learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

April 13 - 18 , 2020 

An Endless Hope 
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from 
the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if 
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 
and so is your faith. More than that, we are then 
found to be false witnesses about God, for we have 
testified about God that he raised Christ from the 
dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are 
not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ 
has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are 
lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are 
to be pitied more than all men. But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. For since death came through a 
man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through 
a man. 
 1 Corinthians 15:12-21 (NIV 1984) 



Monday, April 13, 2020 

Worked 
Today, please read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. In verses 9-11, Paul talks about working harder than all the rest. 
Yet not I, he says, but the grace of God that was in me. I love that, don’t you? Do you understand what it 
means? 
I read an analogy that helps me understand it. 

Imagine that you have a child who is a toddler. You give him some money to go out and buy you 
a gift for your birthday and he comes back home excited to give it to you. 
He has used your resources to buy the gift, but he has bought it, and so he has the pleasure of 
giving it to you. 

It is the same way with the work we do for the Lord. We take his strength and apply it to our work. It is 
motivated by that which is of first importance—the gospel—and is empowered by the grace of God! Paul 
affirms this in his prayer for the church in Thessalonica in 1 Thessalonians 1:3.  
Eventually, Paul will talk about labor not being in vain (verse 58). Solomon addresses this in Ecclesiastes. If 
you have time today, read the first three chapters of Ecclesiastes and see if you don’t sometimes feel 
exactly what Solomon is expressing. 
The truth is, we can get pretty wrapped up in the labor of things that don’t really matter.  
Things that have only temporary value are not worth our undivided attention. Those labors will always feel 
meaningless—in vain. But labor in the Lord will always feel fulfilling and will carry an eternal reward, as the 
gospel of Jesus goes out with great power by his grace. May we all strive to work as hard as Paul! 

Tuesday, April 14, 2020 

Death 
Please read the entire chapter of 1 Corinthians 15 today. We will focus on verses 12-26. There is no 
escaping the fact that we are all mortal. We will not live forever in this body. This body cannot keep our 
eternal soul. We will be separated from it. That is what death is. 
The church in Corinth, apparently, was under the impression that there was not a literal resurrection. They 
apparently believed that Jesus had been raised from the dead, but it seems that they may have been under 
the impression that it wasn’t a physical resurrection. This would mean that he had not maintained the body 
that the gospel writers made clear he had taken up again at the resurrection. Paul argues in verses 12-20 
that there must be a literal, physical resurrection. If not, death is all there is. 
Death comes to us in Adam. We are joined to Adam in death. Through Adam all die. Death is the result of 
sin. Without sin there would be no death. Without sin, there would be no need for the death of Jesus. Death 
must be destroyed. It is the last enemy that will be destroyed. At this point, death has victory and it has a 
sting.  
As I write this, the coronavirus pandemic is getting ready to reach its peak in the USA. Thousands around 
the world have died. More than likely, thousands more will succumb to this virus. This is indeed sad news. 
Death is a certainty in a sin-filled world. Death separates the soul from the body. Death is an enemy that 
brings pain and heartache. It is a hopeless end, apart from Christ. Are you aware of the reality of death? 
Living in these times, when each night on the news we are given the latest numbers of those who have died, 
it is more likely that you are thinking about it. Are you ready for death? Have you prepared yourself for what 
may be next? 

Wednesday, April 15, 2020 

Resurrection 
Continuing in 1 Corinthians 15:12-26: The resurrection is of great importance. It has been said that “resurrection” 
means “endless hope,” but “no resurrection” means “a hopeless end.” The purpose of 1 Corinthians 15 is to clear 
up the misunderstandings that the Corinthian church had about the resurrection.  
Notice they did not deny that Christ was raised from the dead (15:1, 11). Rather, they seemed to reject an actual 
materialistic aspect of resurrection. They assumed the immortality of the soul without the presence of a body. Paul 
helps them understand why there has to be an actual bodily resurrection from the dead for those who believe in 
Jesus Christ and have truly been born again. He does that by showing them how futile the Christian faith would be 
apart from actual bodily resurrection. Let’s look at the reasons he gives: 
1. There is an incomplete gospel which means that the statements of Paul in 15:3-5 would not be accurate. 
2. Faith is useless because everything else they were taught would be discredited (15:14). 
3. The witnesses are false. The trustworthiness of the apostles would be in question since they taught in the name 

of Christ that it was true (15:15). 
4. We are trapped in our sins. The assertion that Christ died on behalf of humankind for their sins is discounted 

(15:17, see also Romans 6:9-11). 
5. The believing dead are forever lost. Those believers who have died remain in the clutches of death. They have 

perished (15:17-18). 
6. There is truly no hope. All hope is gone. We await a hopeless end (15:19).  
The gospel hinges on the resurrection. By it we receive justification (Romans 4:25). There is an actual bodily 
resurrection—first of Christ and then of all who follow, all, that is, who are true believers. Just as we have all 
experienced death through the first Adam, all who accept Christ will experience the bodily resurrection that Paul 
describes here.  
There is a lot in this chapter. I pray that it helps you understand that great power is available to you because of the 
resurrection (Philippians 3:7-11, 21). Do you understand the truth of the resurrection and how it can impact your 
daily life? 

Thursday, April 16, 2020 

Immortality 
Please read 1 Corinthians 15 again today. We are looking at the last part of the chapter today. Paul makes 
clear that this body cannot go into eternity. It cannot go to heaven. In this chapter, as you read it, remember 
that he is talking to people who have genuinely trusted in Christ as their Savior. Those alone are the ones 
who have the promise of heaven.  
So what do we do about mortality?  
Moses tells us, in Psalm 90:10-12, to be sure that we number our days rightly so that we may keep a wise 
outlook.  
The Bible tells us that we are a mist that is here one minute and gone the next (James 4:13-17). We are like 
the flowers that wither (Isaiah 40:6-8). Paul tells us this body is a tent and a temporary dwelling (2 Co. 5:1). 
Think of all the effort and work people put into this temporary existence. I am not saying that we should 
ignore this body by any means. We are called to care for it. But we are called to remember that it cannot go 
into heaven. Also, it cannot be fixed here. It is decaying irreversibly. God will not fix this body; He will give us 
a new one—a better one—a spiritual one. And our eternal soul will be forever embodied in an eternal 
spiritual body and, at that moment, immortality begins. 
Read especially verses 35-56. Many times, I read this passage at the graveside for a funeral because it is a 
passage of hope. We are designed by God to be embodied spirits. We need a body. 2 Corinthians 5 talks 
about us longing for the new body that God will give each of us who believe. That is the spiritual body we 
await with great anticipation (Philippians 3:20-21.  
Spend time today imagining what this new body may be like. We don’t know for certain, but we know that we 
can’t tell what it is like by looking at the bodies we see now. I hope you know that you have a new heavenly 
home waiting for you (2 Corinthians 5:2-4), so that your mortality may be swallowed up by life! 


