
Friday, April 10, 2020 

Sacrifice 
But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. Hebrews 9:26 
 
Today please read Hebrews 9:11-10:18. This is the Friday that we remember the sacrifice of 
Jesus. His death on the cross was the payment that was required so that our sins might be 
forgiven. The author of Hebrews helps us understand why the death was needed and why the 
blood needed to be shed. The sacrifice needed to happen in the way that it did. The death on the 
cross was horrific. We can’t truly understand the depth of the agony that was involved. Yet for the 
sins to be forgiven, the sacrifice had to be made and the blood had to be shed. As you go through 
this day, consider the sacrifice of Jesus and why it needed to happen and what it secured for 
those who believe. Spend time today praying for those who have not yet received the gift of 
salvation that was secured at such a high price. Thank the Lord for446 his forgiveness. 

Saturday, April 11, 2020 

Silence? 
And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went 
away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.  
 Matthew 27:59-61 
 
There is much made of the fact that there is no word recorded as being spoken on the Saturday 
between the death and the resurrection of Jesus. We long to know. Like the original followers of 
Jesus, we know that a body has died and that it has been buried. Yet we do know more. We 
know from Scripture that there is no life in the body, but there is much life in the spirit that Jesus 
committed to the Father (Luke 23:46). We know that his work and suffering was finished on the 
cross (John 19:30). We know that he was going to paradise (Luke 23:43). I can imagine there 
was a celebration in paradise when Jesus arrived. There would be a resurrection, but it would 
have to wait. We are not told why, and we are not told what was happening. But the advantage 
we have over his friends that were waiting is that we know Sunday is 
coming. Today, consider the silence that must have been in the 
rooms where the followers of Jesus were gathered. Consider the 
fear. Consider the sorrow. At that point, before the resurrection of 
Jesus, there was not the assurance of future resurrection that there 
is now. Take some time today to thank the Lord for finishing the 
work on the cross and opening paradise for believers. Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was 
preached so that you can dive in and learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

April 6 - 11 , 2020 

Surrounded by the Witnesses 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured from sinners such 
hostility against himself, so that you may not 
grow weary or fainthearted. Hebrews 12:1-3 



Monday, April 6, 2020 

Witnesses 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us... Hebrews 12:1 
 
Please read Hebrews 11 today. I know that we have read it often, but think about what these 
witnesses are saying to us and how long they have been saying it. Look carefully at 11:39-40. 
They are witnesses because they have been commended by God as witnesses of lives lived by 
faith. Their testimonies still speak to us—even though they did not receive the promise in their 
lifetime! Even though they had lived by faith, they did not receive the promise because God has 
provided something better for us so that we all together might be made complete. That 
completeness comes in Jesus—the Messiah—the Promised One. These witnesses speak to us 
of how to live by faith and how to put off all that is faithless. Sin is a lack of faith in God and his 
provision. These witnesses prove that God is faithful, that he can be trusted, and that he is worthy 
of our trust. They also show us that a life lived by faith is a testimony to those who come after us, 
encouraging us to live by faith as well. One last thing is that they prove that knowing the promises 
of God and his faithfulness is essential for living a life by faith, so that you can know what to trust. 
So, how do these witnesses still speak to you? How do they spur you on to live your life by faith?  

Tuesday, April 7, 2020 

Prize  
… looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
 Hebrews 12:2 

 
Please read Philippians 3:7-16. The author of Hebrews tells us that we should keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus as we run. The reason is because he is the supreme example of faith. The 
witnesses are helpful, but Jesus is the real help. He is the One who can keep us fixed on our goal 
and he is the One who gives us the strength to reach that goal. His faith is displayed in his entire 
life on earth, but is seen most clearly in the road to the cross and resurrection. He goes ahead of 
us into the presence of God as a forerunner (Hebrews 6:20). He is the One who made it to the 
prize and has prepared the way for us. Paul understood this. That is why he wrote to the church 
in Philippi what steps he took to get the prize. “I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death and so, 
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Paul didn’t look back, he looked upward to see Jesus, he strained 
to see Jesus and he ran toward the prize.  How are you fixing your eyes on Jesus? How are you 
turning toward the prize? Are you ready for the sufferings? Run in such a way as to get the prize 
(1 Corinthians 9:24)! 

Wednesday, April 8, 2020 

Weary 
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow 
weary or fainthearted. Hebrews 12:3 
 
Its hard not to get weary in the race that God has set before us. It is hard not to lose heart. It is 
hard to wait for the prize and to keep running, as it seems so far off. How can we keep running 
without losing heart or giving up? By considering Jesus, who did not and has not given up. There 
are so many things in this world that cause me to get weary. It seems as I get older that this is 
even more true! But I want to run through the tape. As I consider what it is that causes me to get 
weary, if I am honest, I see that it is not the things that God has given me to do. Rather, it is all the 
stuff I picked up to carry along the way—or it is the stuff that I have allowed people to add to my 
load. Jesus knew this would be the case for us as we ran after him. It is why he declared, “Come 
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). I do not need to run with any burden 
other than the one that the Savior has given me. What is that burden? Perhaps it is the burden of 
faith. Just like Peter walked on water easily with faith, so I can run this race without getting weary if 
I run by faith. How about you? Are you running by faith or are you running by self-effort?   

Thursday, April 9, 2020 

Lament   

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 
And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in agony he prayed 
more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.  
 Luke 22:42-44 
  
Please read Matthew 26:36-46 and Luke 22:39-46. Here we see a great battle. Jesus knows what is 
before him. He has come here willingly. But it must be observed that Jesus uses the language of 
lament in the garden of Gethsemane. Gethsemane is an olive grove and a place where Jesus would 
go to pray. I have been to the place they believe was the spot. It is a calm and quiet place. I can see 
why the Savior would choose this as a regular place of prayer. But this night was different. There is a 
weight to sin that we have become used to. Jesus knew the weight of sin. He knew that soon he would 
bear the weight of all sin. He would take on his body the weight of our sin. He knew the pain and 
anguish. He knew the despair of sin. He knew what was ahead. He needed to use an ancient 
language to express what he was feeling. It is the language of lament. Lament is crying out in pain with 
hope that the Father hears and knows. It is the absolute assurance that God is there, and he is in 
control, but that there is pain in the journey that is hard to bear. It is not that Jesus had lost his resolve 
or his desire to set us free with the sacrifice before him, it is that he longed to share the depth of pain 
with the Father. That is what lament does. It allows us to express the depth of our pain to the One who 
knows, understands, and walks with us through the pain. It asks for relief from the pain but sets out 
with resolve if the answer is no, assured that God will walk alongside. How have you learned to use 
the language of lament? Have you found the strength that comes in the resolve?    


