
Friday, March 20, 2020 

Shout! 
And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the 
Lord has given you the city.  Joshua 6:16 
 
Today we read Joshua 6 and consider this amazing victory. Look at this chapter in the same way that you 
reviewed chapters 3 and 4 on Tuesday. Sometimes the repetition can seem confusing but remember that 
this was a text that was meant to be listened to and it brings you into the event in a powerful way. This is an 
amazing victory. Jericho is one of the oldest cities in the world and is credited by many as having the oldest 
wall. It is a wall that fell by the hand of God. There is a reason Jericho is taken first. It is a city of 
prominence. As you read, imagine being in the group of people walking around the city, trusting God to fight 
for you. Imagine being Rahab, inside the city, waiting for deliverance. Imagine the trumpet blowing and 
imagine watching an enormous, ancient symbol of power and strength fall without one blow from a human. 
The city is routed, and all is destroyed—except Rahab and her family. The reason for the complete 
desolation is the degree of wickedness in this Canaanite city. The sin of the people has reached the point of 
judgment (see Genesis 15:16, “Amorite” being synonymous with “Canaanite”). All have sinned and the 
wages of sin is death. God is a God of justice. But God is also merciful for those who turn to him, as seen in 
Rahab’s family. The people of Jericho turned their hearts against God and chose terrible wickedness (see 
Leviticus 18, especially noting verses 24-30). God has defeated one of the oldest cities in the world, one that  
has stood defiantly against him and polluted the very land. He is making the land pure so that his people will 
not be tempted to worship the gods of Canaan. It will be rebuilt, but a high price will be paid by the rebuilder 
(Joshua 6:26; 1 King 16:34). How do we need to be ready for the Lord to fight for us? What preparations 
need to be made? What faith do we need to have? In what ways are we ready to destroy all wickedness in 
our midst? 

Saturday, March 21, 2020 

They 
Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of 
the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings.” Joshua 7:11 
 
Please read Joshua 7. After a dramatic victory over Jericho, which was a very great city, the Israelites find 
themselves routed by Ai, which was a lesser opponent. Joshua seeks the LORD as to why. What happened 
that the LORD was no longer with them? God tells Joshua that he will not be with Israel because they have 
sinned (7:12). They have brought into their camp some of the devoted things of Jericho. With the sin in their 
camp, they will not be able to stand against their enemies. They must purge the sin by ridding the camp of 
that which has been plundered. They go through the process that allows God to reveal the man who had 
done this thing. It was Achan. When it was uncovered what he had done, he, his family, and all he had was 
destroyed. I wonder what Achan felt, as the process went on and it came closer to the time his sin would be 
uncovered? He thought it was a private sin, but it was not. No sin is. All that had been done to make sure 
these people were pure had been undone by one person’s sin. We must learn and grasp this. One of the 
reasons that the people of God today are ineffective against the enemy is because we tolerate sin in our 
camp. We must remember that each individual sin impacts the whole community. It is a cancer that moves 
through the camp. Even the sin that we think we have hidden is laid bare before God and it hurts not only 
the one, but the family, the church, and the Church at large. 

Oh Lord, help us be pure before you and help us to confess our sins and 
move from willful sins! Guide us into repentance, please, Lord. Help us see 
the sins we have that are hidden in our midst that we may be more ready 
to stand for you in the battle. Amen.  

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was 
preached so that you can dive in and learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

March 16 - 21, 2020 

The People of Israel 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days. By 
faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with 
those who were disobedient, because she 
had given a friendly welcome to the spies.
 Hebrews 11:30-31 



Monday, March 16, 2020 

Rahab 
And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, 
especially Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab 
and lodged there. Joshua 2:1-2 
 
Please read Joshua 2 today. Before the narrator begins the account of the crossing of the Jordan, he 
reveals the account of Rahab. Rahab will be part of the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:5-6). Joshua 2 
gives us her declaration of faith, even as Hebrews 11:31 confirms her faith, as does James 2:24-25. 
Notice her statement about God in 2:11. She states that she knows that “the LORD your God is God in 
the heavens above and on the earth beneath.” The word “LORD,” when in all capitals, is stating the 
most holy name of God. So, Rahab is declaring that the most holy God is truly God. In stating this, she 
is making it clear that she sees him as God, above the idols of Canaan. He is the God of heaven and 
earth. Much has been made of her lie to the king and whether that was approved by God. The 
narrative is silent, but we know from Scripture that lying is a sin and so could not be condoned by God. 
She is not commended for her lying; she is commended for her faith and the action she took to reveal 
her faith—the action of helping the spies and placing the scarlet ribbon on her window, reminiscent of 
the blood on the doorposts of the Israelites as the angel of death passed by. She is the first Canaanite 
convert to praise the one true God. God has revealed himself through the nation of Israel so that they 
can be an example that will cause others to turn to God. Rahab is the first example of that truth!!! I 
praise God for her witness. Who could be a Rahab for you? Who is someone you know who needs to 
know the one true God instead of chasing idols? 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

Passed over 

For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God 
did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, so that all the peoples of the earth may 
know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”  
 Joshua 4:23-24 
 
Please read Joshua 3-4 today. This is the narrative that tells of passing over the river Jordan. There are so 
many things to notice in this text. I am challenging you to discover them for yourself, giving you tips for what 
to look for. It is important to realize that in ancient Hebrew narrative there are things to look for. Look at 
when something is repeated. That means it is important. What do you notice is different in the repetition? As 
it relates to narratives in the Bible, this one has a lot of details. Each of these are important to note. 
Remember that this narrative has a place in the whole narrative of God—the metanarrative that we know as 
the Bible. Look for what this narrative reveals about the nature and character of God. Write these down. 
What do you see? Who are the main characters—write them down. Who is listed first? What is the first 
dialog? What does it let you know about what is going to be happening? Remember, this narrative was 
designed to be heard, not read. Try listening to it instead of reading it. How does this narrative end? Who is 
the last person to speak? What has been accomplished in the narrative? Many things are revealed by this 
significant moment and it is an important part of Israel’s history and our history as believers. Israel has 
moved into the land of promise and they are to remember well how it happened. What is meant by the 
stones and what is their purpose? Joshua has been established as the leader of these people. Why is that 
important? Notice the importance of remembering and reminding the next generation. What have you 
learned as you have examined the text? How have you made the name and power of God known to the  
next generations? 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

Obedience 
And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for 
you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, 
and you have only to be silent.” Exodus 14:13-14 
 
Please read Joshua 5:1-12 today. Israel has come into the Promised Land. The people of the land of 
Canaan are afraid—with good reason. But there is still the reproach of Egypt in Israel that needs to be taken 
care of. The children who had been born in the wilderness had not been circumcised. Whether from neglect 
or outright disobedience, this generation was not ready to enter the Promised Land (Genesis 17:9-14). 
Further, the Passover was about to be observed obediently for the first time in the Promised Land and it 
would be done in the way it was commanded, which required circumcision of all participants  
(Exodus 12:44,48). This means that if the Passover had been observed in the wilderness by those who had 
been uncircumcised it was being done in disobedience. It is important to notice that all those who had 
refused to go into the Promised Land had died and that all those who entered the Promised Land had 
obeyed. Also notice that Joshua followed the Lord’s command exactly, as the narrative makes clear. This 
rolled away the reproach of Egypt. It seems best to see this as Egypt watching the people of Israel aimlessly 
wander and believing that God had deserted them, as Moses had predicted (Exodus 32:12; Numbers 14:13-
16; Deuteronomy 9:28). God bringing them into the Land proved that he is God and that Israel is his people 
and that the Land is theirs. This passage speaks of a leader and a people that is ready to fully obey the Lord 
and take hold of the promise. What about us? Which generation are we? Are we the generation that 
neglects or disobeys God, flaunting our self-declared autonomy, or are we a generation that is seeking to 
obey completely? 

Thursday, March 19, 2020 

Commander 

When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before him 
with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our 
adversaries?” 14 And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the Lord. Joshua 5:13-14a 
 
Please read Joshua 5:13-15 today. Joshua is preparing for battle. It is interesting to note that as chapter 5 
closes, it is the end of the spiritual preparations for the famous encounter at Jericho. Joshua has done as 
the Lord has commanded each step of the way (Joshua 1:8). As much as possible, he has prepared the 
people for the battel that is to come. Perhaps he has taken a walk to pray and prepare his heart as a leader 
for what is to come, and he looks up and sees a man with a sword drawn. It must have been alarming! 
“Whose side are you on?” Great question. He never really gets an answer. This is the commander of the 
army of the Lord. So, the commander of the army of Israel is meeting the commander of the army of the 
Lord. As a reminder of Moses’ encounter, Joshua is told that the ground he is on is holy ground. Joshua has 
apparently learned well form Moses. He takes a position of humility in front of the commander, recognizing 
his authority. To identify this commander is to go beyond the text. It would seem very probable that this is 
the presence of the Lord in Joshua’s midst and the army is the army of the heavenly hosts, based on the 
similarity to Moses’ experience. God and his army will fight for the army of Israel, as will be seen in the 
overtaking of Jericho. As we close out this section of Joshua, ask yourself whether you are truly prepared 
spiritually for the battles that will come before you. Ask whether we as a church are ready. We can be sure 
that the commander of the army of the Lord is doing battle against evil. Are we engaged as well? Do we 
recognize holy ground and are we humbled before our Lord? 


