
Friday, March 13, 2020 

Panic 
And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian 
forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove 
heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them 
against the Egyptians.” Exodus 14:24-25 
 
Please read Exodus 14 one last time this week. The Israelites, by faith, have crossed through the 
Red Sea on dry ground. The Egyptians pursue. Apparently, at this point, the pillar has moved in 
some way that would allow them to pass. Imagine the courage (or arrogance) that would take. 
They have witnessed a pillar of fire and the presence of the one true God that has held them in 
darkness (after having decimated all their gods with plagues). They have seen a sea turn to dry 
land, and they decide to go after the people that have been protected by the supernatural. The 
Lord looks down from the cloud and it throws them into a panic. They realize too late that they 
have come against Almighty God who is fighting for the Israelites against the Egyptians. They all 
die and their bodies wash ashore. Their last earthly moments are spent in panic and fear. Psalm 
77:13-20 gives a glimpse as to what was happening at that time. The Israelites have witnessed 
this. They saw his great power and it caused them to fear the Lord and believe in him (14:31). He 
is their God. Egypt is behind them. No turning back. They will struggle with this, but this will be a 
reminder. We find this account repeated at least twenty times in Scripture, each time a reminder 
of the power of God to save. How do you respond to God? Fear? Panic? Belief? Is he your God? 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Song 
Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, “I will sing to the LORD, 
for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. Exodus 15:1 
 
Please read Exodus 15:1-21. In this amazing song of celebration of the LORD’s deliverance, we 
gain a glimpse into Hebrew poetry. There are many places where the narratives of the Bible are 
interspersed with poetry, song, and even dance. The poetry that is interspersed within the 
narratives allows us to experience the events that take place in a way that reaches into our 
hearts. Many of us do not use poetry regularly and it may be somewhat confusing and mysterious 
because of that. This can be especially true of Hebrew poetry since it does not have a cadence 
and rhyme like English poetry. Rather it uses parallelism. This parallelism magnifies and 
contrasts what the author is trying to say. This particular song is one of three by Moses that are 
found in the Bible (Deuteronomy 32, Psalm 90). Spend some time today reading, listening to, and 
meditating upon this song that the people sang. What are the elements that you notice? What do 
you learn about the nature and character of God? What do you learn about the ways that people 
respond to God? What do you learn about Moses’ relationship with 
God? Let the song wash over you today. Try to imagine a tune that 
would go with it. Allow your heart to respond in a way that pulls the 
truths you know about God in your head into your heart, and then let 
your soul sing to the Lord a new song. 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was 
preached so that you can dive in and learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

March 9 - 14, 2020 

The People of Israel 
By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as 
on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 
attempted to do the same, were drowned.
 Hebrews 11:29 



Monday, March 9, 2020 

Sign 
The Lord said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the 
womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” Exodus 13:1-2 
 
Please read Exodus 13:1-16 today. The firstborn son of Egyptian homes has died. The people of 
Israel have been spared of this plague by obediently placing the blood of a sacrificed animal on 
the doorposts of their homes. God establishes a day of commemoration for this event so that 
Israel will remember. The commemorations that the Lord establishes serve a purpose. He also 
looks forward to the deliverance into the land. It is not if they will enter the land, but when they 
enter the land (verse 11). When God brings them into the land of promise, there is to be a clear 
giving over of the firstborn offspring of every womb so that the father may tell the son that God 
delivered them with a mighty hand and outstretched arm. The sacrifice of the firstborn animal and 
the redemption of each firstborn son is a sign that God delivered his firstborn son (Israel: see 
Exodus 4:22). God is the God of Israel and he has made himself known to them. The 
commemoration will be a sign. Are there sacrifices that you make because God has set you free? 
Are they a sign of his salvation in your life? Have you made the story of your salvation experience 
clear to your loved ones? Have you written it down and passed it out? Do your children/
grandchildren know what the difference in your life means? 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 

Hardened 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel 
while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. Exodus 14:8 
 
Please read Exodus 13:17 - 14:31. There are ten places in Exodus that ascribe the hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart to God and ten places that state that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. This has 
caused many people angst. How can a loving God harden someone’s heart? God has revealed 
that he is sovereign. He reigns over all things. In claiming the firstborn, he reveals that all things 
and all life belong to him. Paul reveals in Romans 9:18 that God has mercy on whom he wants to 
have mercy and he hardens whom he wants to harden. God is working out his redemptive plan 
for the ages. For many, this can seem unfair, but that is not the case. God is just and God is 
loving. God is holy and God is merciful. For the Israelites to receive the mercy of God, the heart 
of Pharaoh needed to be hardened. This does not affect the nature and character of God, nor 
does it make him unfair. He is redeeming for himself a people that will worship him in spirit and in 
truth for all eternity. This is the outpouring of the redemptive plan of God. Not all will be saved. 
There are those who have hardened their hearts against God and his revealed nature and 
person. They are spiritually insensitive. They are dead in their sins. Pharaoh had a god that he 
worshiped, and it was himself. It is what caused the death of many and the release of the Israelite 
people. Is your heart hardened against God in any way? Are there any ways in which you are 
spiritually insensitive? Are there any other gods that you worship in your life? 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

Fight 
And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The 
Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” Exodus 14:13-14 
 
Please read Exodus 13:17-14:31 again today. It is good for us to keep looking at the context of 
the whole as we break down some of these passages. As Moses talks to the frightened people of 
Israel, he reveals the things they must do at this moment in time so that they can see the Lord 
fight for them. They need to do three things: fear not, stand firm, and be still. Trying to imagine 
what it would be like to have some two million frightened people do these three things seems 
impossible! The Egyptian army is right there—hundreds of chariots coming to defeat the people 
of Israel and there is nowhere to go, nowhere to hide, nowhere to run. By all appearances, it is 
over. Yet Moses declares emphatically that there will be deliverance. And so, apparently, the 
people were able to calm their fear, they were able to stand firm, and they were able to be still. 
Then they waited for God to fight for them. Amid apparent hopelessness, they found a collective 
faith. This passage does not teach us that this is always the way to face hopelessness. There are 
many other passages of Scripture that teach there are times when we need to fight alongside the 
Lord. But sometimes, there is nothing we can do. It is totally dependent on God alone. If he does 
not fight for us, there will be no victory. When it is clear that is the situation, then we must put off 
fear, stand firm in our faith, and be still, while we wait for him to fight for us—in his time and in his 
way. 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 

Angel 
Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind 
them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the 
armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and 
light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long. Exodus 14:19-20 (NIV 1984) 
 
The angel of God had been leading the people. It seems that this angel is within the pillar of cloud. 
Exodus 13:21 indicates that the LORD was in the cloud to guide them on their way. Paul, in  
1 Corinthians 10:1-4 indicates that the Rock who accompanied them was none other than Christ. 
This angel and the pillar move from the front of the host of Israel (army) and take a spot between 
the Israelites and the Egyptians. On the side of those who will be saved, is light. On the side of 
those who will face judgment, there is darkness. It is not just a physical distinction—it is a spiritual 
distinction. Hebrews 11:29 tells us that on one side were people who would live and pass through 
the Red Sea by faith and be saved, and on the other were people who would be destroyed and 
face death. The pillar of cloud with the presence of the angel of the Lord were the dividing factor.  
It is interesting to think that the cross of Christ has become that dividing point since his sacrificial, 
atoning death. 1 Corinthians 1:18 makes it clear that the message of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but the power of God to those who are being saved. On one side is light 
and eternal life—on the other is darkness and eternal death. Which side of the cross are you on? 
Have you given yourself fully to God and repented of your sin? I pray that you have! If you are 
unsure—reach out to me. 


