
Friday, February 21, 2020 

Afraid 
By faith… they were not afraid of the king’s edict.  Hebrews 11:23 
Please take some time today to read or listen to Hebrews 11:1 - 12:4. The author of Hebrews, as 
he walks through these examples of faith—these witnesses (12:1), helps the reader see what 
faith is capable of. Each example reveals another way to allow faith to help you overcome 
obstacles in your mission and growth. With Moses’ parents, the example is that faith can help you 
overcome being afraid to stand for the Lord. This means doing the right thing and standing for the 
Lord amid injustice. Moses’ parents, as we have seen this week, took steps of faith, but were also 
actively engaged as God moved. Faith is not passive. It acts. As faith builds, it allows for even 
greater steps of action as you move forward in God’s plan—a plan that includes followers of 
Jesus (people of faith) taking action that will make his gospel known. Moses’ parents had every 
reason to be afraid. But it seems they knew the promise of God. It may seem as though they 
were just living their lives and trying to save their son, but the author of Hebrews will not allow us 
to see it that way. He makes it clear that it was their faith that kept them from being afraid.  Think 
about the things that the Lord has impressed upon your heart. Think about times he has asked 
you to step out in faith. Have you been afraid to do those things he has called you to do? You 
don’t have to be afraid to step out for him! Talk to the Lord about the things you have been afraid 
of. Ask him to give you the strength to overcome.   

Saturday, February 22, 2020 

Courageous  
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9 (NIV) 
Please read or listen to Joshua 1:9 today. Living by faith leads to courageous actions. By faith, 
Moses’ parents acted courageously. As the book of Joshua begins, we see another opportunity 
for people to live by faith—rejecting fear and acting courageously. It is interesting that these two 
events take place at the bookends of Moses’ life. At his birth, Moses’ parents saw something in 
Moses that caused them to courageously step out in faith without being afraid. At his death, the 
people he led while alive are ready to courageously step into the land of promise without being 
afraid because of what they had seen in him (Joshua 1:16-18). They had seen the power of God. 
Faith may seem like stepping into the unknown and, of course, in some ways it is. But true, 
biblical faith is stepping into the certainty of God’s commands. God’s commands are an invitation 
to live in his wisdom instead of your own. They are a call to step away from prideful autonomy 
and into submission to your Creator. God commands Joshua. He exhorts Joshua to be strong 
and courageous, to not be afraid or discouraged. God would be with him. Are you ready to be 
courageous? Are you ready to accept God’s invitation to live 
according to his wisdom by obeying his commands? Are you ready 
to be strong? Are you ready to let others see the power and 
presence of God in your life?    

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was 
preached so that you can dive in and learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

February 17 - 22, 2020 

Moses’ parents 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for 
three months by his parents, because they saw that 
the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of 
the king's edict. Hebrews 11:23 



Monday, February 17, 2020 

Beautiful 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they 
saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  Hebrews 11:23  
 
Amram and Jochebed (Moses’ parents - Exodus 6:20) saw that the son they had was beautiful. 
Exodus 2:2 indicates that he was “fine.” The Septuagint (a Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, or 
Old Testament, made for Greek-speaking Jews in Egypt in the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC) 
translates the word as “beautiful,” which is probably why the author of Hebrews uses the word. 
But Luke, in the book of Acts, as he records Stephen’s speech, gives greater insight through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. There, it is translated in the ESV that Moses was “beautiful in God’s 
sight” (Acts 7:20). God was on the move. He was sending a person to move his people from 
Egypt. Moses would be that person. It is not that he was physically beautiful. It seems quite 
normal to think that your baby is beautiful! This means something more, and yet it also speaks to 
the truth that each person bears the image of God and, as such, is beautiful. The king did not see 
it that way. He had determined that the Hebrew babies were not beautiful. They were 
expendable. Amram and Jochebed saw what God saw. In the person of their son—and perhaps 
in the specialness of him as well. How do you see each person you meet? Are you able to see 
the image of God in them?  

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

Exposed 
But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people increased and 
multiplied in Egypt until there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. He dealt shrewdly 
with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive.  
 Acts 7:17-19 
 
Please read Exodus, chapter 1. Remember that God has made a promise to Abraham. It is a promise that 
he will increase the number of his descendants and he will give them the Promised Land (Genesis 12:1-3, 
15:1-21). He had also told him that his people would be in a foreign land for 400 years. The time is coming 
to an end. It is time for the people to take the land! A king comes along that begins to kill Hebrew babies. 
Not wise. These are the children of God’s promise. These are the offspring of Abraham. God made it clear 
that there was a curse for those who dishonor the offspring of Abraham (Genesis 12:3). God is watching and 
preparing for his people to make the move. In the meantime, they are exposed. They are exposed to an evil 
injustice that causes the death of infants. Consider what it would have been like for Moses’ parents to live at 
the time when babies would be taken and killed. Exposed. Think of all those who have been the victims of 
injustice in the course of human history—exposed to injustice. People abusing power and using it to declare 
some life sacred and other life not. Imagine the sense of hopelessness and fear that would overtake you in 
such a setting. Take some time today to pray about those today who are living with these types of injustice. 
Consider looking at the World Watch List, https://www.opendoorsusa.org/2020-world-watch-list-report/ or 
pray along on the prayercast webpage: https://prayercast.com/. Intercede for those who are exposed.  

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

Justice  
For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep 
the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham 
what he has promised him.  Genesis 18:19 
 
Please read Exodus 3, focusing on 7-10 in the context of the whole chapter. One of the things 
that Abraham was chosen for was for his offspring to do righteousness and justice. Justice is a 
big deal to God. He not only practices justice along with righteousness and steadfast love, he 
delights in them (Jeremiah 9:23-24). Many times, that can be thought of in terms of salvation, but 
God is also a God who expects justice to be among all people. Consider the biblical principles of 
justice and injustice. This king of Egypt is oppressing the Hebrews and he is promoting injustice. 
He is not valuing life. He is abusive with his power. He is seeking to gain at another’s’ expense. 
Look up the word “justice” in a concordance; try to find some passages that speak of “justice” and 
“injustice” in the Bible and notice what God has to say about this. God’s justice will prevail. God’s 
standard of justice is much different than what the world declares justice is. If you have given 
yourself to follow Jesus, then you are an ambassador of God’s righteousness and justice, just as 
Abraham was. Moses’ parents stood up boldly in the face of injustice. How can you? What are 
some areas of injustice in which your voice and/or actions can be used by God?        

Thursday, February 20, 2020 

Ark  
When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it 
with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank. 
 Exodus 2:3 
 
Please read Exodus 2:1-10 today. The word that is translated as “basket” in Exodus 2:3 is the 
Hebrew word têbâh. This word is found 28 times in the Bible and 26 of those times it is translated 
as “ark,” as in the account of Noah. The other two times are in Exodus 2 and refer to the “basket” 
Moses was placed in. The narrative tells us nothing more. It would be only speculation that would 
allow consideration that Moses’ parents thought of the Ark that saved Noah as they sought for a 
way to allow God to save their son. But it is, in many ways, just as miraculous of a deliverance. 
Think of all the ways that God is involved in these 10 verses. Stop and make a list of the different 
things that had to take place—implicit and explicit. How many did you find? And this is in just one 
day of Moses’ life! God is protecting and preparing the deliverer. Imagine reading or hearing this 
account for the first time! It is a testimony to the hand of God moving in the lives of his chosen 
ones. He is even using the daughter of the king who has written the edict to save the life of the 
deliverer. I love the way God moves. How can you see God’s hand in your life and the lives of the 
people around you? God does not always move in the same way. Sometimes there are 
heartaches and pain but, even during those times, ask God to show you how he is working  
his plan. 


