
Friday, February 14, 2020 

Success in the Dungeon 
But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. Genesis 39:21 
Joseph gets falsely accused, denied a trial, and thrown into prison. Here in the dark times of life, 
the ground is fertile for the silent killers of bitterness, resentment, and self-pity to take root. Yet 
God was with Joseph. Even in the darkest times of our lives, God is there, always present. Notice 
the type of love God gave Joseph. This word “steadfast love” is the Hebrew word “hesed.” Hesed 
love is the merciful, kind love of God. Pause for a moment and think about how God poured out 
his love on Joseph while in prison. Why not take him out of prison? This is teaching us that God 
many times, does not remove us from our circumstances, but He is with us in our circumstances. 
God being with Joseph allows Joseph to prosper, even in prison. The character of Joseph once 
again causes him to be trusted. Remember that he is in prison for a “lack” of integrity, but his 
actions in jail are proving his true integrity. You may be in a trial or test. Remember God’s hased 
love is with you always. Once again, Joseph reminds us that we can hold onto our integrity, even 
in the darkest days. Pray that God would give you the strength to be faithful today in whatever He 
brings your way. 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 

Seeing God’s hand in it all 
But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as 
they are today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them. Genesis 50:19-21 
Jacob dies and Joseph buries him in the land of promise. Read his brother’s concern in Genesis 
50:15-18. Joseph’s brothers never forgot what they did to their brother. Joseph’s heart towards 
his brothers has not changed because his father is dead. Joseph loves his brothers and their 
children. Joseph had a tough life, yet Joseph did not make his brothers suffer. God has taught 
Joseph that He is in control of his life. Even the evil things of this world do not thwart God’s 
decrees. Joseph was sent to Egypt by evil desires and plans, yet God used those things to save 
his life. Joseph summarizes his life in the phrase “you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good.” All the heartache and struggle in Joseph’s life was for God’s glory. How do you treat or 
think about those who have “wronged” you? Joseph reminds us that we are not to repay evil to 
those who have done evil against us. God is the judge. We are to rest in His sovereign and just 
arms. Spend some time today praising God for His all-wise plan for your life. Pray for faith to live 
a life trusting in Him alone. 

Pastor Tim Yorgey 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was 
preached so that you can dive in and learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

February 10 - 15, 2020 

Joseph 
By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention 
of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions 
concerning his bones.  Hebrews 11:22 



Monday, February 10, 2020 

Favoritism 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. 
And he made him a robe of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. 
 Genesis 37:3-4 
In order to understand the brothers’ reaction to this display of favoritism to Joseph, read Genesis, 
chapter 30. This chapter describes the turmoil in the family and why Jacob/Israel loved Joseph 
more than all the other brothers. Interestingly, Jacob was the favorite of his mother, and that 
caused tension in his family growing up. Yet Jacob’s favoritism becomes public when he gives a 
coat to Joseph, his 17-year-old son. Favoritism within a family is foolishness that leads to fury. 
Look at the brothers’ response in verse 4. Notice their heart’s response to the display of 
favoritism and how it was seen in the way they interacted with Joseph. Bitterness and hatred 
destroy and consume their own hearts. Bitterness is like trying to drink poison in order to hurt 
someone else. Search your heart today. Who are you not talking to at this moment because of 
bitterness and hatred? Seek forgiveness and restoration. Pray that God would give you the 
strength to deal with these tough situations for His glory. 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 

Sent 
Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, 
“Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he 
said to him, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with 
the flock, and bring me word.” Genesis 37:12-14 
Joseph was sent by his father to go find his brothers and report back. Remember, Joseph was 17 
years old when he was sent to find his brothers. Notice the obedient response of Joseph to his 
father’s request. Take a moment and consider what areas of character Joseph had in order to be 
sent by his father. Joseph is being trusted by his father and being given responsibility. This task 
will be carried out without the watchful eye of his father. Read Genesis 37:15-16. Notice the 
problem solving that Joseph had to do in order to complete his father’s request. Proverbs 10:26 
says, Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to those who send him. 
Joseph was not a sluggard. Joseph was a faithful messenger for his father and we are starting to 
see the character of Joseph. We have been called and sent by our Heavenly Father. The Father 
has called us to share the truth of the gospel. Do we respond, Here I am? Are we willing to 
continue on when the task is hard? Pray that God would give you a heart of obedience, willing to 
follow Him each day. 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Sold 
Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 
Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, 
our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. Then Midianite traders passed by. And they 
drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of 
silver. They took Joseph to Egypt. Genesis 37:26-28 
Joseph finally finds his brothers and, while he is in the distance, the brothers recognize him and 
decide to kill him when he arrives. The brothers’ bitterness and hatred has taken full bloom. Read 
Genesis 37:19. What is the motivation for their planned murder? Notice how the brothers are 
deciding this even before Joseph arrives. Read verse 21. Reuben has another idea other than 
outright murder: let him starve to death in a pit. Read verse 22. What are Reuben’s motives for 
this idea? After Joseph is thrown into the pit, what did his brothers decided to do in verse 25? 
Judah comes up with another plan, other than starvation. He decides to make a profit. Notice 
again Judah’s motivation in verse 26. This whole scene looks on the surface to be chaos and evil. 
Yet later, in Genesis 45:4-8, Joseph explains who sent him to Egypt and why. Take a moment 
and think about all the pieces of the puzzle that God used to take Joseph from his father’s tent to 
Egypt. We serve a wonderful God that knows the end from the beginning. Think about God’s 
hand on your life and how He has moved you to where you are this day. Praise Him and thank 
Him for His sovereign hand in your life. 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 

Steadfast 
“He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, 
because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” And as 
she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her. 
 Genesis 39:9-10 
Joseph had lost his coat but not his character. Joseph was in a foreign land and a different 
culture with different customs. Yet Joseph did not waiver in his faith. Joseph rose to power in the 
house of Potiphar and became in control of everything except Potiphar’s wife. Power can easily 
corrupt a person and cause them to stumble. The sin of “the pride of life” could have taken hold, 
yet we see that the Lord was with Joseph in all he did. Since the pride of life had failed to destroy 
Joseph, the lust of the flesh came next. Read Genesis 37:6-10. Notice the reason Joseph gave 
for not giving into temptation. Also, notice in verse 10 the consistent pressure on Joseph by 
Potiphar’s wife. It has been said that the true test of character is what it takes to stop you. Joseph 
had purposed in his heart not to sin against God. The Psalms give us the key to defeat sin. 
Psalms 119:11, I have stored up your Word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. Praise 
God for examples like Joseph and pray that we would hide God’s Word in our hearts to be ready 
for the test. 


