
Friday, January 31, 2020 

Merciful  
But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord 
being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. Genesis 19:16 
The account of Lot and his family found in Genesis 19 reveals the mercy of God in response to 
the intercession of Abraham. Here is a man who had chosen to live in a city of wickedness 
(Genesis 13:11-13) and apparently had become so settled in a city of wickedness that it had 
distorted his response to God’s love. It had also impacted his family in a very negative way. So 
much so that it caused his wife to look back and die and his daughters to be moved to improper 
relations with him. What was it about Lot that caused God to act in mercy? God remembered 
Abraham (19:29). Abraham had interceded for Lot and God responded to Abraham’s prayers. He 
brought Lot out of the catastrophe, even though, apparently, Lot was unaware of how severe his 
situation was. 
You have a chance to be an intercessor. How do you consider the people you know who are 
standing in opposition to God—people who claim the name of Jesus and yet are making choices 
contrary to his will. They stand in pride, which places them in opposition to God. How do you pray 
for them?  Do you pray that God will show them his mercy, drawing them to repentance? This 
account also allows you to consider how you are keeping yourself pure in this generation. You 
must be before the Lord, asking him to drag you away from the world. 

Saturday, February 1, 2020 

Faithful 
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” and the 
two of them went on together. Genesis 22:8 
God will provide. It is hard to imagine how Isaac, or Abraham, or even Sarah must have felt as 
this test is brought into Abraham’s life. He does not know it is a test—the author of Hebrews, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit reveals it is (Hebrews 11:17). YAHWEH-JIREH: The LORD 
will provide. This is the first time this name of God is revealed in the Bible. It is appropriate that it 
is in this account. God is most certainly making it clear that he will provide the sacrifice for 
Abraham that would look forward to the sacrifice of his own Son, Jesus the Christ for the sins of 
the world. Abraham proves his faith in the test and allows the revelation of the plan of God. 
Abraham says, “God himself will provide the lamb for the offering, my son.” It is the same need 
every person has. While in this case it was a ram, eventually it would be the Lamb of God, none 
other than the only beloved Son of God. Only the sacrifice of His own Son could pay the penalty 
sin earned. 
How do you view the tests that come into your life? Do you see that they are opportunities for you 
to see the faithfulness of God? What are some examples in your life 
of times of testing that have revealed your faith as strong? How have 
you responded to the offer of salvation found in Jesus? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Each week we will look a little more deeply into the message that was 
preached so that you can dive in and learn how to study the Bible for yourself.  

Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

January 27– February 1, 2020 

Abraham 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in 
the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was 
said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 
He considered that God was able even to raise him 
from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he 
did receive him back. Hebrews 11:17-19 



Monday, January 27, 2020 

Promise 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. Genesis 12:2 

Abraham was given a promise from God. It was repeated several times. The first time the 
promise is found is in Genesis 12:1-3. It was a promise of great significance for Abraham—for 
every person who has ever lived or will ever live. A significant part of the promise is that in 
Abraham all nations of the earth will be blessed. This is making clearer who this One is who is 
coming who will crush the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15). As you read Genesis 12:1-3 you 
see the first call from God to Abram to step out in faith. He was to leave Ur of the Chaldeans and 
head to a land that God would show him. It was in that land that God would fulfill the promise to 
Abraham and his descendants. This passage is a key passage in Scripture. God is working 
specifically with one family to bring salvation into the world. He has chosen Abraham and his 
heirs to be the ones who would be the receivers of many great promises and covenants. And 
through the promised seed (Jesus) all people could be grafted into this family through faith in 
Jesus Christ alone. Imagine being Abram and receiving communication from God. How is it that 
you can know what God has planned for you? The Bible has been given so that you can know 
God—his nature, character and plan for your life as well as all that is needed for your salvation. 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Promise clarified 
I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her. Genesis 17:16 
After the initial statement of the promise in Genesis 12:1-3, it is found repeated with greater clarity 
in Genesis 15:1-6 and then in 17:15-21. Abraham will have a son whom he is to name Isaac. 
Isaac will be the one with whom God will establish his covenant. Isaac is the one who will have 
the children who will carry the promise forward. Notice in 17:18 that Abraham asks that Ishmael 
might be the one. But God has determined that the covenant will pass through Abraham and 
Sarah. Ishmael will be blessed by God because of Abraham, but the son who will receive the 
covenant will be Isaac. Ishmael was Abraham’s son by Hagar, the Egyptian maidservant that had 
been given to Abram by Sarai (Genesis 16). God is continuing to unfold the plan he has for 
redemption. It is his plan and he is the one who chooses the people who will be involved. As the 
promise brings more clarity each time it is proclaimed, Abraham can see that God has chosen 
Isaac to be a significant part of the plan of God. Abraham’s faith is being stretched. There will be 
another son who will come miraculously to him and Sarah. How do you respond to the word of 
God in your life as you study the Bible and it becomes clearer to you? 
What are some other things you notice about this promise of God?   

Wednesday, January 29, 2020 

Called   

And there Abram called upon the name of the LORD. Genesis 13:4b 
As Genesis continues to reveal the life of Abraham, it can be seen that his faith is growing. In 
times of great decision, where does he go? Abram becomes a great example of where to go for 
wisdom and guidance. He calls on the name of the LORD. As he returns to the land that God said 
would be his, he returns to the place he first worshiped, and he once again seeks the Lord. 
Abram’s faith and knowledge of God is growing. He is learning who God is. To call on the name 
of the Lord is to turn to him for direction. It means to recognize all that God is and all that he 
stands for and involves replacing personal agendas with his. To call on the name of the Lord is to 
consciously submit the human will to his (remember Jesus in Luke 22:42). It seeks to allow him to 
lead and guide. There will be major events that happen in Abram’s life. He moves under God’s 
blessing (14:19) because he recognizes God as Most High (14:22).  
How does Abrahams’s example of calling on the name of the Lord Most High serve as an 
example to you? How do you do this in your life each day? What are the ways that you are not 
doing this in your life?  
 

Thursday, January 30, 2020 

Drew near  
So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. 
Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
 Genesis 18:22-23 
Genesis 18 and 19 tell of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. The Lord (apparently a pre-
incarnate visit from Jesus) is engaged with Abraham in a special way. Abraham has just finished 
serving the Lord—literally! He has served him a meal and had a time of sweet fellowship with him 
and now, they have a face-to face conversation. It is a discussion that allows Abraham to know 
God even more it will continue to build his faith. That is what happens when God is approached 
humbly. Abraham is talking to God in the interest of others. This is intercessory prayer. It is 
mediating for others. It becomes an example. Abraham could have been ambivalent toward a city 
that had become defiled beyond hope. He could have stood in judgment and told God that it was 
about time the city was destroyed, but instead, he interceded. He was not asking God to change 
his mind; rather, he was asking God to act according to his changeless nature. God assured him 
that he was.  
Do you desire to be an intercessor? Do you desire to pray for those who seem most lost—even 
those with whom you may be at odds? While God will judge the wicked, Abraham’s example 
reveals the need to plead for them. How well do you draw near to God and as you do, how do 
you see your faith being built? 


