
F r iday,  December  20 ,  2019  
Sacrifice Revelation 5-6 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the 
word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” Then each of them 
was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and 
brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed. Revelation 6:9-11 
In Romans 12:1 Paul calls his readers to offer themselves as living sacrifices. In these verses, a glimpse of 
true sacrifice is given. These are souls under the altar, martyred for their testimony. They were slain on 
earth but we see in this text that the true sacrifice they offer is in heaven, under the altar, which perhaps 
recalls the place where priests would pour the blood of their sacrifices (Lev. 4:7). The fifth seal reveals these 
who had been so martyred. God gives them each a white robe. These verses cause me to pause and ask 
myself how willing I am to offer my life as a sacrifice. These were slain because of the word of God and the 
testimony they had maintained. I must maintain my testimony and I must hold fast to the word of God—no 
matter what. Am I bold about my faith? Am I overwhelmed with a desire to share my faith verbally with 
whoever God brings in my path—no matter the outcome? Will I be called on to be one of these souls? It 
says in our text that the number of those who were to be killed for their testimony is yet to be completed. At 
this point in time, in this country I am free to share my faith with little fear of death. What keeps me from 
having the boldness of these, my brothers and sisters who have given their lives—or yet will? I am arrested 
in my heart to stop and pray—not just for boldness—but to intercede diligently for the persecuted church 
wherever it may be! 
Father, please give me boldness to share my faith. I love you and those you love, but I need you to help me 
with my fear. How I pray for those who live in situations where speaking your name could mean death. 
Please keep my heart before You for my brothers and sisters who are facing death at this moment 
somewhere in the world because of Your word and the testimony they have maintained. May their lives and 
testimony speak to the lives of those who are persecuting them. Make Yourself known through their sacrifice 
I pray. Amen. 

Silence Revelation 7-8 
When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. Revelation 8:1 

Having read this far in the Revelation of John, I have been impressed with the worship that occurs in 
heaven. It is worship that never stops. Day after day praises are offered to the Lord. There is a constant 
song that fills the air—until this moment. At this moment, when the seventh seal is opened, everything stops 
and silence fills the air of heaven. I can imagine it is a silence that can be felt. Worship is still happening, but 
it is no longer the worship of singing or praising; it is the worship of silence and awe. Zephaniah 1:7 gives a 
clue as to the reason for the silence. “Be silent before the Sovereign LORD. For the day of the LORD is 
near.” Judgment is coming. The seal has revealed the coming of extreme judgment and all in heaven are 
somehow aware of this coming judgment and they are silent before the Sovereign LORD. God must judge. 
He is just and His justice will prevail. Justice is His and justice will be complete. The revelation of that justice 
will fill all heaven with silent awe. The long awaited moment is here—the moment when justice will once and 
for all reign. Awe is what filled the half hour of silence in heaven. Awe is what must fill my silent moments as 
I consider the sovereignty and justice of the one true righteous Almighty God. 

Sovereign, Almighty God, I long to have this type of awe of You. Help me to embrace the truth that You will 
bring a final justice to all the injustice. Help me be in awe of that truth. Fill my silent moments with awe of 
You. Amen. 
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Contend Jude 
“Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and 
urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.” Jude 3 
I remember a conversation that I had with a friend a while back. He said that he was studying the book of 
Jude and was struck by the fact that we are to contend for the faith. Contend means to compete, it is like the 
intense competition of a sporting event. What does it look like for me to compete for the faith? It is 
interesting here that Jude reveals that this faith has been entrusted to us as saints! Ponder that for a 
moment. God has entrusted you and me with the faith once and for all. He has entrusted me with the faith so 
that I will contend for the faith—for Him! Contending for the faith means standing up for and proclaiming the 
truth of salvation. This is the salvation I share with each and every member of the Church at large. Our call 
is to partner together to make that salvation known. It is an urging that comes to me through this text. It is 
important that we urge one another on! 
Father, help me share in and share out the gospel of Your salvation. Help me to be bold and contend for the 
faith that has been entrusted to me! Amen. 
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Truth 2 & 3 John 
“To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all who know the 
truth—because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever: Grace, mercy and peace from God 
the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love. It has given me great 
joy to find some of your children walking in the truth just as the Father commanded us. 2 John 1-4 
Five times in these three verses we read the word “truth.” John proclaims that it brings him great joy to hear 
that some of the children are walking in truth. “Truth” here refers to the gospel and what the gospel brings 
into a life when it is accepted. John is probably writing to a church here, referring to the members as the 
children of this church. He is speaking to them of the unity and love that come to the whole Church (all who 
know the truth) through the power of the gospel. It is this gospel, that holds us in the hope of grace, mercy, 
and peace, that will be with us in truth and in love. It is critical to know the truth of God and to walk in that 
truth. It is so easy to be deceived. Deception—even the slightest bit—takes me away from God and keeps 
me from walking in the truth and the love of God. The truth is life; deception is death. I must learn to walk in 
the truth every moment of the day and be overwhelmed with the life it brings not only to me, but to all that I 
have the joy of meeting! 
Father, please help me live in the truth of the gospel in love as it is lived out in me. Help me live in the grace, 
mercy, and love that You have bestowed upon me, as I look forward to that moment of their complete and 
eternal fulfillment. Amen.

Forsaken Revelation 1-2 
Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Revelation 2:4 
Reading through the different letters to the churches that are found in the first chapters of Revelation allows 
me to ask myself hard questions, beginning with the letter to the church in Ephesus. I can’t help but 
remember the prayer that Paul offered for this church. “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:17b-19). This church had been rooted and established in love. Yet, somehow 
they had forgotten this love. There was still much for which they could be commended. They were faithful to 
work hard and to hold truth. They persevered and worked hard without getting weary. But something was 
lost—the foundation of love. They had lost the proper motive. This can happen so easily in my life. My heart 
drifts. I get so busy doing the work of the Lord that I lose my time with the Lord. I must always find time to sit 
with my Savior and rest in Him. I must find regular time to remind myself of His love for me and mine for 
Him. This world draws me away from that special time and I drift from my first love. 
Father, please hold me fast in Your love. Do not let me drift away. It happens so slowly. I look up and see 
that I have once again wondered from my first love. You know my heart, dear Father. Let me hold on to Your 
love. Amen. 
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Worthy Revelation 3-4 
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by 
your will they were created and have their being.” Revelation 4:11 

Here is a glimpse into the throne room of Heaven. The imagery allows me to imagine, but really, that is all I 
can do at this point. John has been blessed to see the throne. He tries to describe that which is heavenly 
with worldly descriptions. The visuals are hard to explain, but the worship is not. It is complete and it is 
focused. It never stops and it is not hindered. Every moment of every day God is adored. I try to grasp this 
scene and I am left with wonder and awe. I long to worship God in this way. I long to see Him worshiped in 
this way. I long for the day that I am free to worship Him without distraction. I long for that day when I truly 
am aware, with my whole being, that He is worthy of all my praise, for that day when nothing comes 
between me and my worship of Him. 
Father, please overwhelm me with a sense of Your worthiness. I know that when I see You on Your throne, 
with no sin between us, I will understand Your glory and majesty in new ways, but I pray that You would 
open my heart wider to Your majesty here and now so that I may move ever closer to this kind of worship of 
You in my life, my Almighty Lord and King. Amen. 


