
F r iday,  December  6 ,  2019  
Grace James 4-5 
But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” James 4:6 
James speaks to his readers about the care needed to keep from being friends with the world. The world will 
influence them to seek their own pleasures, which will cause fights and quarrels. Friendship with the world is 
hatred toward God. That is a powerful statement that James makes. He says that choosing to be a friend 
with the world actually causes a person to become an enemy of God. These are strong words with deep 
truths. The reason this is so important is that Satan is behind the desires of this world. He must be resisted. 
Resistance to the devil comes with submission to God. Submission to God brings a humble admission that 
He is sovereign and in control. Grace is what is needed. My false sense of self-sufficiency (which is really a 
synonym for “pride”) places me in opposition to God. Clearly, that is not a place I really want to be. I long for 
His grace to wash over me. It is His grace that allows me to gain humility and it is His grace that continues to 
overwhelm me in my humble submission to Him. And He gives more grace. Amazing. 
Father, I am truly in awe of You and the way that You continue to add grace. I long to be ever more 
submitted to You and Your will. Please Lord, break my pride. I do not want any part of being in opposition to 
You. I long to be fully submitted in Your care. Amen. 

Insulted 1 Peter 1-2 

 

Saturday,  December  7 ,  2019  

December 2 - 7, 2019 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  December  2 ,  2019  

Tuesday,  December  3 ,  2019  

Merely Hebrews 13 - James 1 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to 
the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking 
at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into 
the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but 
doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. James 1:22-25 
James is a pointed letter. As I read through this letter I am reminded that I have been saved to be 
sent. I have been given salvation by grace through faith in Christ. But that faith that saves needs to 
make a change in my life. James makes it clear throughout the letter that talking about faith and living 
out faith are two different things. It does not mean that my actions save me. What it does mean is that 
faith that saves me reveals itself in actions that reflect the work of God in my life. My faith has changed 
who I am. I am now a child of God, entrusted with His mission. It causes me to be quicker to listen and 
slower to speak. It causes me to be slow to become angry. It allows me to resist sin. It causes me to 
not just listen to what God says; but to be motivated by my faith to do what God says. My faith (given 
to me by God) has set me free from the power of sin. James will reveal in several ways in his letter 
that true, living, loving faith must by its very nature reveal itself in the lives of true believers by their 
words and actions. I cannot merely listen; I am compelled by my love for God to put my faith into 
action, doing what the Word of God says. 
God, I need Your help in this. I am all too quick to be merely a listener and not a doer. I let fear and 
selfishness stop me from doing the things that You have prepared for me to do. I seek comfort from 
Your words but then do not let others know of the comfort I have found and I keep it for myself. 
Forgive me for the times I have only listened. Move my heart to regular and radical action! Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  December  4 ,  2019  

Thursday,  December  5 ,  2019  
Mouth James 2-3 
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in 
God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 
 James 3:9-10 
I am struck with the power of these two verses. James continues to give the opportunity to examine 
myself. I love to praise the Lord for all that He is and all that He has done. I love to sing the songs that 
declare my faith. I sing songs that declare my surrender to His will. Does that keep my mouth pure? 
Too often I find myself tempted to speak rudely of another person or to spew juicy morsels of gossip 
that will cause me to look good. As I give myself over to the praises of God on my lips and as I hide 
His word in my heart, it is far less likely that I will speak rudely or harmfully to or about another person. 
I will be filled with the love of God for every person, since each has been made in the likeness of God. 
That fruit of God will reveal itself in me and the old fruit of my sinful nature will not be seen. I will be 
filled with fresh water that will wash over those I speak to or about and the words of my mouth will be 
pleasing to the Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer! It cannot be in my life that I would have praising and 
cursing coming from the same mouth. I will sing praise. 
God, thank You for my mouth. Forgive the times that it bears the wrong fruit. I don’t know why I am so 
quick to insult those who have been created in Your image instead of helping them find Your love. May 
Your praise always be on my lips and in my heart and may it show itself in all that I say and do. Amen. 


