
Next week: We will consider the candle of peace (shalom). We will look at Isaiah 9:6-7. Consider 
the peace that came when Jesus appeared and the peace that is yet to come. As you read 
Scripture this week, notice all the places peace is promised and longed for. 

CONNECT TO CALVARY’S SERMONS WITH THE BIBLE APP 
During a service, find us by clicking on more (icon with three horizontal bars), then click on “events.”  
Your device’s GPS will find our “event.” (Save the event if you want it later!) 

SERMON NOTES 

Rejoice!  
The appearing of Jesus brings the hope that  

the devil’s work will be destroyed. 
Luke 2:25-35 

The first Advent candle reminds us of the hope that is found in Jesus. It signifies the hope that the 
devil’s work will indeed be destroyed. Biblical hope means waiting in faith for the promises of God 
to be fulfilled. 
 

The hope for his appearing is: 

1) Rooted in the past. 
     Knowledge of the promises of God 
  
 
 
 
 

2) Held in the present. 
     Faith in the promises of God 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Realized in the future.  
     Living in the fulfillment of the promises of God 
 

 
 
 

 
So what? As I think about what we studied here today, how am I able to answer these questions: 
Have I taken hold of the certain hope that is found in Jesus? 
How does it change my life every day? 
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Use these questions to dig a little deeper into the text this coming week. Use them with your family 
or a friend. Get some people together and consider these things! Form a group and gather to 
encourage each other and grow in your faith! 
 
1) The appearing of Jesus brings the hope that the devil’s works will be destroyed. 

This advent season we will focus on the truth that this is a cosmic battle. There is suffering in the world. 
There is pain, heartache, deception, discord, and sorrow. All of these are a result of the works of the devil. 
He prowls in our world to bring as much pain as possible. John tells us that the reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy these works. There is nothing else that could. So, as you look at the baby in the 
manger, look to the battle that is being fought to rescue the created. The Creator has taken bold steps to see 
that his created will be set free, but also, he has come to defeat the enemy. There is partial victory in the first 
advent and full victory will come in the second! Be asking yourselves during this advent season how you are 
partnering with Jesus to destroy the devil’s works. 

2) The hope for his appearing is rooted in the past. 
If you are to live in the promises of God, you need to know what they are! Simeon is an example of a 
righteous man who was well versed in the promises of God. Righteousness comes as we spend time in the 
word of God, learning God’s promises and character. Learning who God is brings a change in each person 
who seeks him. In the process, the promises of God are learned and known. The knowledge of those 
promises allows a person to be rooted in them. Simeon knew that God has promised comfort to Israel. He 
trusted in the promises of God. Initially, he did not know when, but he knew it would happen. What are the 
promises of God that hold you? How are you rooted in the hope of the promise of God to destroy the devil’s 
work? How do the promises of God keep you rooted? How do you know the promises of God? 

3) The hope of his appearing is held in the present. 
What is it that holds you? We live in uncertain times. So did Simeon. The times he lived in were very 
uncertain. There were many who were devout and looking for the coming of the King. Simeon was looking 
for the promised consolation (comfort) of Israel. He was led by the Spirit of God. He was held in the present 
by the promises of God that he knew. He knew that God had promised he would bring comfort, so during a 
time of great discomfort those promises held him. Notice he was not waiting for his own comfort, rather for 
the comfort that would come to all when the Lord fulfilled the promise. He understood that it was not all about 
him. God is working a plan of redemption for his people. Talk about the promises of God that you find 
significant. How many of those promises that hold you are promises that are larger than you and your 
immediate situation? How many of the promises that hold you are the big promises of God? We live in a 
world that is bombarded with the devil’s works. Jesus appearing is the only thing that will destroy those 
works. Consider the poverty and hunger in the world, the decimation of the family unit, the toll on life that 
abortion has brought, and the immorality that permeates all social life. How does the hope of the second 
appearing of God hold you in these times? 

4) The hope of his appearing is realized in the future. 
Simeon breaks out in a prayer, as what he has hoped for has come to fulfillment! It has come in a very 
strange way, but it is the promise fulfilled. Talk about what that must have been like! Read carefully the 
promises that have been fulfilled and how Simeon can thank God. These are the promises that we can thank 
God for as well. How does knowing that God literally fulfilled the promises spoken of allow you to be held in 
the promises that are yet to be fulfilled? How does knowing that Jesus is coming again to reign in power hold 
you as you wait for the fulfillment of the promise? How will that next coming finally put an end to the devil’s 
work? What difference does it make in the way you live your life today? 

5) Consider the “So what?” questions of the week.  
Are there any thoughts you would like to share with the group?  

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 


