
F r iday,  October  11 ,  2019  
Assurance Romans 7-8 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. Romans 8:1-2 
Romans 8 is a treasure in the midst of the treasure of God’s revelation in Scripture. It is a chapter of 
assurance for those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ for their eternal security. This is a 
chapter that brings me such great assurance of my Father’s love for me, of my security in Christ, of the 
fact that the Spirit dwells in me. I think about the promise of adoption, the fact that I can call God my 
Father in an intimate way (Abba). In this chapter, there is assurance of a future glory—for those who 
believe and for all of creation—and that God’s plan will prevail. In the midst of the groaning of creation, 
there is a sure hope in which I can trust. I consider the assurance I have that God hears my prayers. I 
think about Jesus interceding for me at the right hand of God the Father every moment of the day and 
night. Then I think about the fact that when I am so overwhelmed or confused or in such pain that I do 
not even begin to know how to pray, the Spirit Himself intercedes for me—translating my inexpressible 
words into groans that words cannot express—and takes them to the Father. I am assured that God is 
working out His plan in the lives of every person who loves Him. I am assured that I am even more 
than a conqueror; in Christ, I am a super-conqueror! Finally, I am assured that nothing—including my 
own efforts—can separate me from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. 
Father, thank You for Romans, chapter 8. Thank You for all the truth contained in this chapter and 
thank You for the way it is even more special as I consider all that I have read in Romans up to this 
point. You are truly an amazing God. Please keep me humble in your arms. Amen. 

Saved Romans 9-10 
But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of 
faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, 
“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” Romans 10:8-11 
Paul is desperate for his people—the Israelites—to come to know that Jesus is the promised Messiah 
(9:1-5). Jesus has come to save His people from their sins. First and foremost, it must be remembered 
that His people are the Israelites. Theirs are the covenants and the receiving of the law, theirs is the 
adoption. But this salvation has been extended to the Gentiles because of the coming of Jesus. It does 
not change the fact that God has a plan for the Jewish people; rather, it reveals the beauty that in 
Christ the possibility of salvation has come to all mankind. The word is near, the word of faith. That 
word is a declaration that comes from the mouth of a person whose heart has been transformed by the 
presence of Jesus. To be saved requires that one truly believes in Jesus as the one true Lord who 
was raised from the dead. By implication, this includes His death and burial. To be saved, one must 
have a righteousness that comes from God (10:3). That righteousness that comes from God is the 
righteousness of Jesus imputed to the one who believes. It is then that one is able to be declared “not 
guilty” by the Father. 
Father, thank You for saving me. Thank You for sending Jesus and for raising Him from the dead and 
for crediting His righteousness to my account. I believe in my heart that Jesus is Lord. I trust in Him 
alone and seek to serve Him with all my heart. Help me. Amen. 
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Not Ashamed Romans 1-2 
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 
a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 Romans 1:16-17 
The world desperately needs salvation. It has since the day Adam and Eve disobeyed God. As Paul 
begins this letter to the Roman church, He demonstrates the need for salvation that comes because 
the wrath of God is being poured out on sinful man. He makes it clear in this chapter that people 
absolutely deserve the wrath of God. Although God is Creator and Lord, all people have rejected His 
reign and rule in their lives, choosing to worship created things rather than God, and this has perverted 
their minds. God gives them over to those lustful and shameful thoughts and lets them pursue them to 
their own deserved ruin. It all sounds quite hopeless. But there is salvation from this dismal existence. 
The salvation is found in the gospel. Paul knows that the gospel can set a person free from the wrath 
of God. He knows it because it set him free (Acts 9). So he is not ashamed to share the truth that each 
person needs what is freely given—the gospel. He is one who has been declared righteous by God 
and so he lives by faith. Faith demands that Paul declare the gospel without being ashamed of the 
power it brings to set people free. I must ask myself a question about this. Am I ashamed of the 
gospel? Am I ashamed of the power of God? If I am honest, all too often, I shrink back when I should 
stand strong. 
God, help me not be ashamed! Why do I shrink back in fear when I have the message of the greatest 
hope within me? I truly do long for all to know the truth of Your love and salvation. Keep me close to 
You so that I can stay bold for You! People need me to be bold! Amen. 
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Afraid Acts 27-28 
Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who 
sail with you.’ So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told 
me. Acts 27:23-25 
It seems to me there is a bit of irony here. Do not be afraid—you must stand trial. I know the angel is 
telling Paul that he will not die in the storm. Not only that, but the 275 others who were with him will not 
die either. So there is no reason to be afraid of imminent danger. This is a real storm that they have 
been in the midst of. It started as a soft breeze, but came with a fury. I can imagine that, after all they 
had been through, they felt a sense of hopelessness. Paul was able to bring the assurance of God. 
God proved Himself faithful—yet again. God never fails. He speaks truth and fulfills all His promises. 
That is how Paul could know that he would stand trial before Caesar. Paul had a deep faith in God. He 
had been through so many things in his life that he knew God. He had grown to know God through the 
trials. The court date would come. Paul would stand before Nero and, according to Church history, 
would die under Nero’s reign. But even in the midst of awaiting trial, Paul rejoiced that he was able to 
proclaim the good news to the household of Caesar (Philippians 1:12-14). Do not be afraid. Even 
though I must stand trials in my life, I need not be afraid. I have not been given a spirit of fear. I can be 
sure that my God is with me and will provide all I need to live on this earth until He calls me into His 
presence. I long for that day and serve Him here with all my heart in the while. Grateful to my King. 
Father, thank You that I do not need to be afraid. So many times, the unknown can unsettle me. I 
know that I will face trials. I also know that You will never leave me. Help me walk boldly into all that 
You have set before me. Amen. 

Faith Alone Romans 3-4 
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There 
is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through 
faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just 
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. Romans 3:21-26 
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Slave Romans 5-6 
Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as 
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of 
righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. What then? 
Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Don’t you know that when you 
offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you 
are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God 
that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were 
entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. Romans 6:13-18 
What does it mean to be a slave to righteousness? Romans 6 is a chapter that has been very powerful for me. 
It has held me. I have memorized the first 18 verses and God has used them countless times to keep me from 
sinning. I have died to sin. I do not need to live under sin’s control any longer! I have been united with Christ in 
His death. His death put my sin to death. I am alive to righteousness and righteous living. The parts of my 
body no longer have sin as their master. I do not have to offer the parts of my body to sin as instruments of 
wickedness. My hands do not need to do sinful things. My eyes do not need to look at sinful things. My mind, 
my feet, my ears—all the parts of my body are now offered to God as instruments of righteousness! I am a 
slave to my master, and my master is not sin—it is God. This battle is real and it is real every minute of the 
day. But I have victory in Jesus. I am dead to sin and alive to Christ. I can win this battle each moment in Him. 
I do not offer the parts of my body to be used by Satan—I am no longer a slave of his. He has no hold on me. I 
offer the parts of my body—every minute of the day—to God, so that He can use them for His righteousness. I 
am a willing slave of God. 
Father, help me live as a slave to righteousness. Help my passion become obeying and serving You so that I 
do not even consider serving sin and Satan. Amen. 


