
F r iday,  Augus t  16 ,  2019  
The results of “instead” Mark 1-2 
Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: “See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, 
show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a 
testimony to them.” Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, 
Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still 
came to him from everywhere. Mark 1:43-45 
Jesus is at the very beginning of His ministry. He has burst onto the scene with the news that the 
Kingdom of God is near. He has been healing and casting out demons. A man with leprosy comes up 
to Jesus privately and begs Him for healing. Jesus does heal him. He then gives the man an exact 
command to follow. It was given as a strong warning. The man’s response to that command is telling. 
Instead, he went out and talked freely. As a result, the ministry of Jesus was impacted. There is a 
result that comes from “instead.” This causes me to pause and consider what results have come about 
because of my “insteads.” There are too many “insteads” to even begin to list. Too many times have I 
disobeyed the commands of my Savior. It would be foolish for me to think there were no results from 
my “insteads.” Jesus has healed me and has given me the message of healing. When I follow His lead 
and make Him known, the results are amazing! When I choose to disobey the results are amazing as 
well—in a different way. I don’t beat myself up over this—that is what Satan would love. Rather, I learn 
from this. I long for the results of my life to come from obedience as opposed to from “insteads”! I take 
that to my Jesus and He empowers me to live for Him. 
Dear Lord, help me remember that there are results that come from my “insteads.” Help me also see 
and celebrate all the times that my obedience has been a beacon for You and Your goodness and 
love! Amen. 

Saturday,  Augus t  17 ,  2019  

August 12 - 17, 2019 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Appear Matthew 23-24 
“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will 
mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And 
he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of the heavens to the other.” Matthew 24:30-31 
Jesus takes this opportunity to teach His disciples about the end of the age. I would imagine that every 
believer wonders about the end. Even when Jesus was here, people wondered—and hoped—that it 
would be the end of this age and the beginning of the next. There is a future age that has been 
prophesied in the Old and New Testaments. It is that age when the kingdom of God stands firm 
forever with no more influence of sin or Satan, the kingdom that is fully under the reign of our dear 
King Jesus. While I long to know the time of the return of Christ, I do not know it. Jesus makes it clear 
that I am to be ready for the moment that He appears. I must be doing all that I can to help others be 
ready as well. The best way to be ready is to be about the work that has been entrusted to me—the 
work of knowing Christ and making Him known! I must keep watch. There will be a moment when my 
King comes in glory. The first advent (Luke 2:9) was filled with glory as well—glory that terrified a few 
shepherds. The second advent of King Jesus will terrify every nation on earth! It will be an awesome 
and terrible time. But the elect from every corner of the earth will be gathered to our King to serve Him 
fully and completely with great joy for all eternity. Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, even as I stay 
busy about the work You have given me as I wait for You to appear in all Your glory! Hallelujah!! 
Dear King Jesus, I can’t wait to see You come in Your glory. I have my lamp lit and I have extra oil. 
Help me work hard. I am ready when You are! Amen. 

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  Augus t  12 ,  2019  

Tuesday,  Augus t  13 ,  2019  

Ahead of you Matthew 21-22 
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and 
believe him.” Matthew 21:31b-32 
As I read this passage, I pause to consider what it must have been like to be Matthew. God has stirred in his 
heart to write this gospel and the Holy Spirit is guiding him along as he writes, but at the same time, these 
are his memories and his recollections (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:16). He was an eyewitness to these 
teachings. I imagine the impact they would have had in his life. I think about sitting down to record three 
years of walking with the Messiah. How often did he need to set the pen down because, in the retelling, he 
realized truth he had not seen before? So many of the things that happened are now so much clearer for 
him. Remember that Jesus told them the Holy Spirit would remind them and teach them (John 14:26). 
Matthew was a tax collector (Matthew 10:3); how did he feel when Jesus made this clear statement that he 
(and others like him) were entering the kingdom of God ahead of those who had previously thought they 
“held the keys” by their teachings and regulations? Matthew knew that, in himself, he had no right to be 
given priority over those religious rulers of the day. They had studied and were zealous in their pursuit of 
righteousness. It causes me to pause and think about who the tax collectors and prostitutes are in our day. 
Who are those who are coming to the kingdom of God through the saving work of the Son? Who are the 
Pharisees? Who are those who think they are “in” but in reality have not submitted themselves to God’s 
truth? We are each totally depraved apart from a Savior. I do very well to remember this when I tell my story 
of what Jesus has spoken to me. 
Father, please continue to teach me new things through your Holy Spirit, as I read and recall all the truths of 
what you have done for me and how You are trying to reach a world of people with those same 
amazing truths. Amen. 

 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  Augus t  14 ,  2019  

Thursday,  Augus t  15 ,  2019  
Last Words Matthew 27-28 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 
The final words of Jesus, as recorded by Matthew, are considered the Great Commission. It is these 
words that in many ways have held the direction for the Church. And yet, it is not so much that the 
Church (all people who have been redeemed by the saving work of Jesus) has a mission as it is that 
the mission of God has a Church. When Jesus left, He re-entrusted this message to His disciples—
Jewish followers of Messiah—who would then take it to the Gentile world. The mission of God has not 
changed. He is not willing that any should perish. His mission was revealed in the Old Testament 
through His selecting of a nation of people for Himself—the Jewish people. Their mission was to make 
the one true God known in the entire world. That is the mission restated here for all of us as believers 
now. I have been entrusted with the deep things of God and it is my call to make Him known in every 
place I go. I am to know what He teaches so that I can teach it to others. I am to obey everything that 
has been commanded to me—beginning with baptism! I go out under the authority of Christ, who has 
all authority to give me. I go out with all the believers in Jesus as the Messiah, and I am more than a 
conqueror as I join with Him in the mission given to me. 
Dear Jesus, thank you for these last words that hold me in my focus. I memorize these words so that I 
do not forget what You have entrusted to me. Find me faithful to the call that You have placed in my 
life. Help me stand in Your authority, especially at those times when I get frightened or proud. Amen. 


