
F r iday,  Augus t  2 ,  2019  

 

Touched Matthew 7-8 
Saturday,  Augus t  3 ,  2019  

July 29 - August 3, 2019 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Harsh Malachi 3-4 
“You have said harsh things against me,” says the LORD. “Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against 
you?’ “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements and 
going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly 
the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.’” Malachi 3:13-15 
The Israelites have said harsh things about the LORD. They have accused Him of things. In essence, 
they have made the claim that God is unfair. In their estimation, those who do not serve God end up in 
better shape than those who do. They perceive themselves as having served God completely and fully 
and then God does not reciprocate in the way they have determined that He should. He has not given 
them the temporal blessings that they feel should accompany such “complete” service. They have 
declared that serving God is hard and that there is no reward in doing so. These claims are simply not 
true and they represent hearts that are far from God. But even as I read this passage, I realize it is the 
way people have viewed God ever since Adam and Eve determined that God was unfair by keeping 
the fruit of the tree from them. So often I hear people say that it is hard to serve the Lord. I have said it 
myself. I read these verses and realize that when I say that I am being harsh and accusing God of 
making my life hard when, in actuality, He is the One who will release me! I must remind myself often 
that it is much harder to serve Satan and my selfish desires than it is to serve God. God is not unfair. 
He has promised complete redemption and eternal joy in His presence in heaven and He has 
promised to walk with me here and now as I journey toward that day. The blessings I can be tempted 
to desire here pale in comparison to what awaits me as His faithful servant (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)! 
Dear God, once again I come to You realizing that I get so easily sucked in to thinking that You are 
harsh. I know that You are a good Father and that You are walking with me and leading me to be the 
man You have called me to be. Help me to love serving You with all my heart. Help me to focus on 
Your absolute goodness and justice. Keep me focused on the eternal in a way that allows me to serve 
You well in the temporary. Amen. 

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  Ju ly  29 ,  2019  

Tuesday,  Ju ly  30 ,  2019  

Fulfill Matthew 1-2 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
 Matthew 1:22-23 
It doesn’t take long for us to see that Jesus is the one who was promised. Matthew starts His gospel 
with a genealogy that ties Jesus to Abraham through David. Jesus is a Hebrew (descendent of 
Abraham) and He is in the kingly line of David. Matthew was writing to a Jewish audience and he will 
prove to that audience that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah. He will prove this through his eyewitness 
remembrances and the many different ways that Jesus fulfilled what was written about Himself in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. In the first two chapters alone, we find several of these fulfillments. Jesus is the 
promised Jewish Messiah. There is no doubt. He was born of a virgin, He was born in Bethlehem, He 
came out of Egypt, and He was called a Nazarene. The prophecies are coming true. Salvation history 
is unfolding as the Messiah is born of the virgin. All history is about to change. God is with us and He 
will save His people from their sin. 
Dear Father, how I praise You for the birth of the King. I know that the Son has always been with You 
in glory, but as I again read these verses and realize the way that Jesus fulfilled so many of the 
promises that You gave I am humbled by Your love. Thank You for reaching into the world You 
created to rescue me from my sin and from myself. Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  Ju ly  31 ,  2019  

Thursday,  Augus t  1 ,  2019  
Trinity Matthew 3-4 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16-17 
The end of Matthew 3 recalls the baptism of Jesus Christ by John the Baptist. This account again 
recalls prophecy that is fulfilled. It is more than probable that John would have known Jesus—at the 
very least, known about Him, since they were relatives and their mothers comforted and encouraged 
each other. When Jesus comes to John, it is to fulfill all righteousness. In other words, it is the will of 
God that John baptize Jesus. Jesus tells John, “It is proper for us” to obey. 
Once the baptism is complete, there is a revelation of the Trinity. The Son is present, the Holy Spirit 
descends, and the Father speaks. What the Father says reminds me of the prophecy of Isaiah in 
Isaiah 42:1. It also reminds me of Psalm 2. Jesus is ready and willing to take on the work ahead of 
Him. In a new way, He begins the journey of the suffering servant that has been prophesied. He 
willingly steps into this new season. Immediately, the pressure is raised and Satan begins his attack 
(chapter 4). This servant King will suffer for His own in ways that can never fully be understood. 
Without His willingness to sacrifice, His people would be forever lost. The Son has been sent on the 
mission by the Father and will be strengthened by the Spirit. The Triune God is making Himself known 
in the Person of Jesus. 
Father, thank you for sending the Son and for sending the Spirit. Help me remember often the 
suffering that Jesus endured as He lived in this world. Help me remember that He gave of Himself so 
that redemption could be offered. Let me never miss Your love demonstrated through Him. Amen. 


