
F r iday,  June 28 ,  2019  
How? Hosea 11-12 
“How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I treat you like Admah? How 
can I make you like Zeboiim? My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. I will not carry 
out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim. For I am God, and not man— the Holy One 
among you.  I will not come in wrath.” Hosea 11:8-9 

The compassion of God flows in these verses. He has called Ephraim His son (11:1). It is in these verses 
that the heart of God toward that son can be seen. But also within these verses we see the absolute 
certainty that the promises of God are to be trusted. The covenant with Abraham was irrevocable. It was 
God who would keep the covenant. The covenant with Moses was conditional. Israel would need to keep its 
end of the covenant or the blessings of God would be removed and discipline would come. God will not 
forsake the people of His promise. He did not and will not devastate them because of the covenant with 
Abraham. Yet, He must discipline because of His nature and because of His deep love for His own. I can’t 
help but think about Jesus as I read these verses. While God asks the question, “How can I hand you over 
Israel?” I know that He will hand over Jesus—His only begotten Son for the sins of the world. The 
compassion of God is amazing! I lose sight of that because of my self-absorption. It is the kindness of God 
that leads me to repentance and His love that brings discipline into my life. I know that He will never hand 
me over because He did not and will not hand Israel over. I praise God for His faithfulness. 

Dear God, great is Your faithfulness! You are so compassionate and so many times I take that compassion 
for granted—as if it is something that I deserve or have earned. Help me to be constantly amazed at Your 
consistent compassion and goodness. Cause my awareness of that compassion to draw me ever closer to 
You in joyful and loving obedience. Please continue to discipline me in Your love. Amen. 

Wise Hosea 13-14 
Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of 
the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them. Hosea 14:9 

Hosea closes with powerful rhetorical questions and a solid statement of parallelism. As I complete 
reading this book, am I able to say that I realize these things? Am I able to say that I understand 
them? In truth, I do not totally realize and understand. Yet, as I look back and consider what I have 
read in this book, I feel that I have a greater understanding of the heart of God and His longing for me 
to experience the freedom that comes from living in the loving response to Him for which I have been 
designed. I understand His deep love for the nation He has chosen and His absolute promise to 
restore them at a future date. It is especially clear in this last chapter. The last sentence is telling. All 
the ways of the LORD are right. Satan would love for people to think of God as unfair. It is the lie that 
he told Eve and the lie that he continues to propagate. Those who are righteous are not tripped up by 
this lie. They see the ways of the LORD as right and true. Yet those who are deceived (the rebellious) 
cannot see the love of God in His ways. All they see is what they perceive is unfair. This causes them 
to design gods of their own liking. I must be very careful to always keep my heart reminded that all the 
ways of the LORD are right. This is the lighted path for my life! 

Dear God, how I love the path that you allow me to walk in. Thank You for Your ways that are always 
right and always true. Make me wise. Keep me discerning. Draw me close to You in every moment of 
my day so that I can radiate Your love. Amen. 
 

Saturday,  June 29 ,  2019  

June 24 - 29, 2019 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Rather than Hosea 5-6 
For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. Like Adam, 
they have broken the covenant— they were unfaithful to me there.  

  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  June 24 ,  2019  

Tuesday,  June 25 ,  2019  

Deceit Hosea 3-4 Forgotten Hosea 7-8 
Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces; Judah has fortified many towns. But I will send fire 
upon their cities that will consume their fortresses.” Hosea 8:14 

Through Hosea, God is making it very clear that the coming judgment against Israel is certain because 
of her turning away from God. There is a redundancy in the proclamations. Over and over the same 
declarations are made by God about His people turning from Him. If I am not careful, I can get 
distracted by the redundancy and not grasp the heart of God. He is calling the people back to Him. He 
is longing for them to turn from their wickedness and find the joy in His presence that He has designed 
for them to have. Perhaps they too have become numb because of the redundancy. So much so that 
they have even forgotten who God is. It is God that made them. This denotes that He is all powerful. 
Yet they do not turn to His power, they depend upon their own. It is not hard to apply this to my life. All 
too often, I am tempted to move ahead in my own understanding and strength. If I am truthful, it is 
because the words of God do not have priority in my life. If I am not careful I will miss the heart of God 
in the words of God. My old nature hears the words of God as redundant. My redeemed self hears 
them as the words of life. May I never forget my loving Maker!  
O LORD, may I never forget that You are my Maker. Not only did You create me, You recreated me 
when You redeemed me. You have made me to be one of Your children and I am amazed and 
grateful. May Your words always be life to me and may they guide my paths and fill me with joy.  
Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  June 26 ,  2019  

Thursday,  June 27 ,  2019  
Revival Hosea 9-10 
Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; 
for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers righteousness on you. Hosea 10:12 

Revive means to regain life. As it relates to the people of God it speaks of what happens when His 
people are restored to a right relationship with Him—either individually or as a group. This verse is a 
pause in the declarations from God. It is a call to revival! The judgments can yet be avoided if only 
repentance would come. Fallow ground (translated as unplowed in the NIV) is ground that had at one 
time been prepared. This is ground that had been plowed up and ready for the seed. It may even have 
yielded a harvest or two, but then it was ignored or left to go to weeds and thorns, intentionally or 
unintentionally. In order for the ground to yield fruit again it would require new preparation. Many times 
fallow ground is harder to prepare than ground that had never been used! Hosea is calling the people 
to consider seeking new life. They have known the joy of living in the truth of the word of God. It is a 
long distant memory, but their ground had been prepared, they had reaped the fruit of unfailing love. 
But the ground was long ago left to go to weeds. It is time! I love that line and consider the meaning for 
my own life and the life of the Church today. It is time—time to seek the LORD. Just as the nation of 
Israel was being given a chance to have showers of righteousness fall on them, so am I—so are we. 
O LORD, how I love the way that You continually reach to Your people longing for them to regain 
life. Show me the fields I have in my life that are fallow. Let me see where I need to plow up that 
ground and get it ready to reap the harvest of unfailing love. Revive my heart moment-by-moment 
dear Lord.  Amen. 


