Friday, June 14, 2019
Glorified

Ezekiel 47-48

The man brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and I saw water coming out from under the
threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under
the south side of the temple, south of the altar.
Ezekiel 47:1
There will be a river that flows from the temple in the millennial kingdom. This river is described as
increasing in depth as it flows toward what is now the Dead Sea. As it flows into that sea it will bring the sea
to life so that it teems with fish! Along the banks of this river will be trees that will bear fruit in every season
because of the water from the sanctuary that flows to them. The fruit of these trees will be for food and the
leaves for healing. While these trees are similar to the tree in Revelation 22 they are necessarily different.
Revelation speaks of one tree flowing from the throne of God (since there is no temple in Revelation 21:22).
This is a life-giving river. It will bring life to a sea that is dead! Yet, the marshes will remain to provide much
needed salt. This life-giving water causes me to consider the living water that Jesus promises those who
trust in Him (John 7:38). His proclamation is made during the feast that would cause His listeners to
consider this future river. Jesus has come so that life may be had in abundance. Just as the Dead Sea will
come to life, so has my dead spirit come alive by the regeneration given to me by the life-giving Spirit
flowing through me (Ephesians 2:1 KJV)!
Dear God, thank You for the promise of new life. Thank You for the life-giving Spirit in me that brings the
dead to life. Thank You for the future promise of a life-giving river that once again proves that You are
working out Your plan for eternity. Precious LORD, I confess there are many things I do not fully understand
in these last chapters of Ezekiel. But what I do see as I read is that You are a loving and kind God who has
a plan for the future. It makes me long for the time of peace that is foretold. May it be soon and may I be
about Your business as I wait. Amen.

Saturday, June 15, 2019
Resolved

Daniel 1-2

But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine and asked the chief official for
permission not to defile himself in this way.
Daniel 1:8
Daniel is taken away from his home in 605 B.C. and he will not return. He will remain in exile for the rest of
his life. Yet he will serve God boldly while in exile. He will serve in the administration of four different rulers,
three kingdoms, and two different empires, over a period of almost 70 years. I am sure that many times he
would long to be home. He was taken from that home as a 15-year-old teenager. At that point, he had a
decision. How would he respond to the circumstances in which he found himself? It does not take long to
find the answer. He resolves not to defile himself. This will identify his life. In the entire time of his exile, he
will choose to live a life that is set apart. This would not have been easy. God’s hand of blessing will be on
him and he will be given a rank that will allow him to have anything he wants. After decades of this
temptation, all indications are that he remained true to the Lord. I believe it is because, as a teenager, he
resolved not to let anything defile him. I think about my own life and I realize that I can’t go back—but I can
look forward. Truthfully, I have allowed many things to defile me in my life. I have indulged myself with the
delicacies of this world. It has impacted me negatively and has caused me to be less than focused. Today I
am reminded of the importance of resolving to protect myself from taking in the things that would defile me
as I look forward to how I may serve the LORD.
Dear God, I am convicted by this today. Thank You. Show me the ways that I have been defiled and let me
see clearly how that has caused me to become apathetic toward the obedience that allows me intimacy with
You. Help me set myself apart joyfully and willingly in Your service. Please Lord, find me faithful and true.
Amen.
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Glory of the LORD

Ezekiel 43-44

Then the man brought me to the gate facing east, and I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from the
east. His voice was like the roar of rushing waters, and the land was radiant with his glory. The vision I saw
was like the vision I had seen when he came to destroy the city and like the visions I had seen by the Kebar
River, and I fell facedown. The glory of the LORD entered the temple through the gate facing east. Then the
Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.
Ezekiel 43:1-5
Ezekiel fell facedown as he watched and heard the glory of the LORD return and fill the temple. This is
amazing and in sharp contrast to when he had seen the glory depart. This time as the glory fills the temple
God declares that it is different. The house of Israel will never again defile the name of God. The glory of the
LORD enthroned in this temple will be such that there will be an attitude of awe as the building is entered. It
will be like no other building has ever been. People will worship God fully and there will be sacrifices. These
sacrifices will celebrate the true sacrifice of Jesus, not try and replace or add to it. The nation of Israel
needed to be reassured that the glory of the LORD would indeed return to a temple and a people that were
ready to receive Him. But God also wanted this prophecy known so that the current nation would be
ashamed and would seek to be holy before Him. I must continue to be filled with awe at the presence of the
glory of the LORD. I too must take these words and let them draw me to repentance and obedience.
O LORD, I can only imagine how Ezekiel felt as he watched Your glory return to the temple. May I be as
filled with awe at the presence of Your glory in my life in the person of the Holy Spirit. Draw me to keep a
short account with You! As I read this passage may it help me to understand the holiness that You desire
and require and empower me to have. Amen.
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Ezekiel 45-46

On the Sabbaths and New Moons the people of the land are to worship in the presence of the LORD at the
entrance to that gateway. The burnt offering the prince brings to the LORD on the Sabbath day is to be six
male lambs and a ram, all without defect.
Ezekiel 46:3-4
2

The millennial kingdom will maintain the observance of Sabbath. It has been said that it is not so much that
the Jewish people have held the Sabbath as it is that the Sabbath has held them. The Sabbath is the queen
of all the feasts. Because of that it should not be a surprise to find its observance in the millennial kingdom.
Remember that the Messiah is the Lord of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a gift to the people of Israel and is a
special time set aside for the LORD. Apparently, in the Millennial reign the prince (whoever he may be) will
be a leader who guides careful worship each Sabbath. This prince will not be the Messiah, but he will lead
the people in pure worship of the Messiah—who will fulfill the roles of King and Priest. How do I observe the
Sabbath? What role does it play in my life? Should I find a special time with God each and every week?
O LORD, I thank You for showing me that the Sabbath remains important to You. You modeled it in creation
and established it as a sanctuary in time. Help me find ways to bring Sabbath into my life and embrace the
time with You. Amen.

