Friday, June 7, 2019
Glorified

Ezekiel 35-36

Then the nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what was destroyed and
have replanted what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.
Ezekiel 36:36
Israel will glorify the LORD. God will restore them for His glory. I can only imagine what Ezekiel was feeling
as he penned these prophecies. What comfort it must have brought to those who first read them. How much
comfort they continue to bring. God will be glorified as He fulfills these words. The blessings bestowed on
Israel will magnify the LORD. What are those blessings? God will cleanse the nation. God will give them a
heart of flesh. God will give them the Holy Spirit. God will claim them as His people—He will be their God.
God will cause them to abhor their sins. God will again yield to the pleas of His people. God will multiply
their number. Then all will know that God is the LORD and He will receive great glory. May it be so.
Dear God, even so Lord, make it so. I wait for the fulfillment of Your promises so that You will receive the
glory that You are due. I am amazed by You and Your glory, LORD, and I long for the whole world to know
Your glory as well. I long for the day that Israel has been so long waiting for. I pray for the peace of Israel.
Amen.

Saturday, June 8, 2019
Breath

Ezekiel 37-38

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may
live.’ ” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on
their feet—a vast army.
Ezekiel 37:9-10
This prophecy would be so encouraging to those reading it. God has a plan for the restoration of Israel. The
twelve tribes will once again be united under one King. Of course this is speaking of the future reign of
Jesus over His nation of Israel. The breath is the Spirit of God. It reminds me of the body Adam had with no
life until God breathed into it (Genesis 2:7). The nation of Israel will have new life. The dry bones will be
brought to life and will live under the reign of its King. They will have one Shepherd and will follow the
decrees of the LORD. This is clearly to be fulfilled in the future and yet it brings great hope. Our hope is in
the certain truth that God keeps His promises. The Church can know that God will keep His promises for her
as well. I consider that without God breathing life into people or nations there is no life. I must constantly be
seeking for the Spirit to give life to me and the Church even as I pray for Him to breathe life into His chosen
people. These things must come to pass. These prophesies must be fulfilled—they will be fulfilled.
Dear God, breathe life into Your people and into Your Church. Breathe fresh power into us so that we may
stand as one in unity and broadly proclaim Your love and power. Let us be a testimony for You! Amen.
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Although

Ezekiel 31-32

“Pharaoh—he and all his army—will see them and he will be consoled for all his hordes that were killed by
the sword, declares the Sovereign LORD. Although I had him spread terror in the land of the living, Pharaoh
and all his hordes will be laid among the uncircumcised, with those killed by the sword, declares the
Sovereign LORD.”’
Ezekiel 32:31-32
Egypt would join all the other nations under the righteous judgment of God. Egypt will be sent to the pit with
the hordes of others who have chosen rebellion against God—especially here, those who have slain
innocent lives in a quest for power. In the pit there are no kings or rulers. Death equalizes the human
experience. Though Egypt thought herself great, she will be laid low. The word for today that leaps out to me
is “although”. God chose to use Egypt to spread terror, yet He held Egypt responsible. In this I learn that
there is no excuse for sinful action. God is weaving all things together. He is sovereign over all things, using
all things for His purpose and glory. While Egypt thought they were in control completely, this verse proves
they were under the sovereignty of God and only moving in freedom within the boundaries He had put in
place. As they moved within those areas of freedom, they were accountable for their actions. It was for
these actions that they would be punished. God called them to be the agent of justice and discipline, but
they went too far and did not acknowledge God. Their fate was sealed.
O LORD, You are sovereign and You are right and just in all that You do. You are working out Your plan for
all creation, even when that plan is not recognized and even when You are not praised. Help me remember
that I am accountable for how I live out my free will within the boundaries that You have set for me. May my
life always reflect Your truth. Amen.
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Ezekiel 29-30
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Peace

Ezekiel 33-34

Then they will know that I, the LORD their God, am with them and that they, the house of Israel, are my
people, declares the Sovereign LORD. You my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are people, and I am your
God, declares the Sovereign LORD.
Ezekiel 34:30-31
God establishes another covenant with the house of Israel—His people. It is the covenant of peace. It
promises a future time of peace for His chosen people. This section (chapters 33-48) focuses on the hope of
Israel. While the church may be able to find comfort in knowing the God who makes these promises, it must
be remembered that this is God speaking to the people with whom He has made the covenants. God will
keep each of His promises. After the message of judgment, there is the message that there will be a time of
peace for Israel. This time has not yet come—it is still in the future. There can be no doubt that God is a
covenant-making, covenant-keeping God. I love knowing that. I can’t read Ezekiel 34 without being
reminded of John 10. The two must be read together to understand the richness of how God shepherds His
people and how, by His grace, those of us as Gentiles, who were far off, are now grafted in to the promise of
peace.
O LORD, I thank You for being a covenant keeping God. Thank You for setting aside a people for Yourself
and thank You especially for grafting me in to Your promises for them!! Amen.

