
F r iday,  December  21 ,  2018  
Destiny Psalms 73-74 

When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
then I understood their final destiny. Psalm 73:16-17 
These verses mark a major turning point in this psalm. I believe that in these verses Asaph is 
confessing his sin. In 73:3, he admits that he was filled with envy for those who had achieved 
temporary worldly satisfaction. As he envied them, he became bitter toward them and yet wanted 
what they had. It was almost his undoing (verse 2). But something happened. He entered the 
sanctuary of the LORD and he understood that they are not to be envied, they are to be pitied. 
They are lost. They do not know the God that Asaph knows. They will perish and be destroyed by 
God (verse 27), unless they are told (verse 28). When he enters the sanctuary of God his 
perspective changes. In the presence of God, I am reminded that I must be careful not to fix my 
eyes on the temporary things. Instead I must fix my gaze on the eternal. A proper perspective of 
God gives me a proper perspective of life on earth, including those who live on this earth with me. 
I see them as uniquely created by God to be in relationship with Him—even if they do not know 
or acknowledge Him. This perspective comes as I spend time in the sanctuary, in worship of 
Almighty God. Worshiping God keeps me from worshiping things other than God. To gain a right 
perspective, I must spend as much time as I can in the sanctuary of God—with other believers 
whenever possible. 

O God, please help me keep an eternal perspective and realize that the riches I have in You far 
outweigh the riches of earth. Help me see each person I meet the way You see them. Amen. 

Resplendent Psalms 75-76 
You are resplendent with light, more majestic than mountains rich with game. Psalm 76:4 
I love Hebrew poetry. The more I read the psalms, the more taken I am with the way these 
authors see God. In the Psalms, God is majestic and incredibly awesome. He is resplendent. I 
must confess that this is not a word that I have ever used before. I had to look up its meaning. 
Basically, it means that God is dazzling, impressive, gleaming, shining brilliantly, attractive, 
splendiferous. As I look at this list, I realize that, while I attribute to God magnificence and 
splendor, greatness and majesty, there is still something that remains unsaid without a word like 
resplendent. I love spending some time this morning just thinking about God as being dazzling. It 
causes me to consider differently what it is to be awestruck in His presence. “Make vows to the 
LORD your God and fulfill them; let all the neighboring lands bring gifts to the One to be 
feared” (76:11). When I think about the resplendence and the fear, I think about the shepherds on 
the hillside when the angel appeared and the glory of the Lord shown around them and they were 
terrified. I think about Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. I am swept away by the dazzling 
brilliance and impressive attractiveness of this resplendent God who has won my heart and come 
to live in me. May I radiate His brilliance in my life. 
  
O my resplendent God, how I have missed some of Your brilliance and splendor in my limited 
thoughts of who You are. Thank You for words like this that help me get a fresh awareness of 
Your glory. Help me bring gifts to You, my amazing Father. Amen. 

Saturday,  December  22 ,  2018  

December 17 – 22, 2018 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Prayer Psalms 67-68 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us,  Selah 
that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the peoples praise 
you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule 
the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth.         Selah         May the peoples praise 
you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our 
God, will bless us. God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him. Psalm 67 
I can’t help but consider how many times this prayer has been offered over all the years since it 
was first written. As I read this psalm, I offer it as a prayer for our world. I stop and pause at the 
“Selah” moments in this psalm and consider what would happen if God chose to answer this 
prayer today. Then I consider what would it be like to have all the peoples of all the nations 
praising God. I weep for those who are unable. They do not know God and so they live in 
darkness. They are not able to sing and be glad. Oh, if only they could praise Him! If only they 
could know Him! How I must be constantly looking for ways to make God known. I must 
remember that those who do not know Him are held captive. Sometimes that captivity to sin and 
sorrow can cause them to respond in anger, but if only they could know the grace of God. 
O God, be gracious to us who know You, and bless us—but not for ourselves Lord! For Your 
sake. Bless us and make Your face shine on us so that Your ways may be known in all the earth, 
so that all the peoples can praise You. Remind me often that I can be part of Your plan to reveal 
Yourself to the nations. Help me engage fully in Your mission through my prayers and my 
finances, through my words and my actions, through my heart given over to You. Amen. 

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  December  17 ,  2018  

Tuesday,  December  18 ,  2018  

Listened Psalms 65-66 
Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me. I cried out to him 
with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue. If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would 
not have listened; but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. Praise be to God, 
who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! Psalm 66:16-20 
  
I love a good testimony. I love it when someone stands up and declares that God has been 
working in his or her life. The setting for this psalm causes me to believe that that is just what is 
happening here. The psalmist is standing in the assembly of people who fear God. These are 
people who have gathered to praise God and to encourage all the earth to do the same. At the 
end of the psalm, one stands and gives testimony that God listens and answers prayer. God 
does not reject the prayers of one who does not cherish sin. God does not withhold His love from 
one who is seeking Him. How do I know that? Because I have experienced it in my own life, but 
also because I have heard the testimony of so many others who have found the same to be true! 
I need to remember the importance of saying to people, “Come and listen, let me tell you what 
God has done for me!” The list is endless and He just keeps adding to it every day! Who am I that 
the Lord of all the earth would do all these things for me? I am His child. By His grace, I am the 
object of His love. He listens to me. I am amazed. 
  
O God, how should I have a testimony of Your love and goodness to me? Who am I that You 
should listen to me? I am so grateful for Your love and Your touch in my life. Help me be bold in 
declaring who You are so that all may discover Your presence in their lives in this way. Amen. 

Disgraced Psalms 69-70 

Psalm 69 is a psalm of lament. David is pouring out his heart to his God—the LORD Almighty. He 
is praying for deliverance from persecution. In the midst of his lament comes a soft prayer. It is a 
prayer that even in the darkest moment, people who trust in God would not be put to shame. This 
reveals David’s heart. He knows that he is in a dark place and that if he is in a dark place, it could 
cause others to be shaken. And yet, David bears the weight of his situation. It is causing him 
deep pain and lament. Those who are persecuted by others feel a betrayal. When I feel betrayed 
or persecuted, if I am not careful, I can respond in ways that are not honoring to my Lord. In 
those moments, I can do a great disservice to the community of believers. Because those who 
are in Christ are His body, what impacts one, impacts all. In the midst of his lament, David prays 
that as he wrestles through his situation it would not bring disgrace or put shame on others who 
hope in the Lord. The most difficult time to think of others is in the midst of painful situations in my 
own life. That is when I need the LORD Almighty to give me the strength to reveal Himself 
through me. 
O LORD, please help me always to live in such a way that it brings no disgrace to You or to the 
community of Your followers. May I always respond to situations in a way that proclaims Your life 
in me. Yet, even in those moments when the pain is so overwhelming that I cannot seem to see 
above the darkness, please protect Your name and Your goodness. Amen. 
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Wednesday,  December  19 ,  2018  

Thursday,  December  20 ,  2018  
Till Psalms 71-72 
I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD; I will proclaim your righteousness, 
yours alone. Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your 
marvelous deeds. Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your 
power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come.  Psalm 71:16-18 
There has been much made of “bucket lists.” According to Merriam Webster, this is “a list of 
things that one has not done before but wants to do before dying.” The term first appeared in 
2006. When I read this psalm, I think about my bucket list, and I consider that even though the 
term is new, the thought behind it is not. The psalmist reveals that to us here. There is something 
that he has yet to accomplish for the Lord. He wants to be here long enough to declare the glory 
of God to the next generation. He asks that God does not forsake him until that happens! This is 
so very important and it causes me to pause and consider what is on my list. This declaration 
must be one of the items and I must begin to work toward this now. The generations that follow 
me need to know who God is in my life and why He means so much to me. It is one of the 
reasons I write these devotions. It expresses my heart to those who come next. Some will read, 
many will not. I trust God to bless this effort to declare His marvelous deeds, as revealed in my 
life, as He sees fit. But I must also look intentionally for other ways and places to engage the next 
generation in this conversation about the power and might of God. 
Sovereign LORD, help me evaluate my bucket list carefully to see how many of the things that 
have been left as yet unfinished bear Your name and Your purpose. Give me great intentionality 
to finish the race declaring Your power and might in every way possible! Amen. 


