
F r iday,  October  5 ,  2018  
Afraid Nehemiah 6-7 

So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. When all our 
enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-
confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our 
God. Nehemiah 6:15-16 

Less than six months have passed since that day in Susa when Nehemiah was sent to 
complete this project by the king (2:1-6). There is no way this project could have been 
completed without the hand of the LORD. Nehemiah knew it, the Jews who worked 
on the project knew it, and the enemies of the Jews knew it. Nehemiah and the Jews 
feared the LORD; the enemies were afraid of the LORD. Those who tried to make the 
Jews afraid ended up being afraid themselves because it was clear that God had 
helped His people. If a small group of impoverished people could accomplish this 
with the help of God, it was apparent that their God was powerful. Then it was said 
among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them” (Psalm 126:2b). Do I 
see the ways that the LORD has done great things for me? As others see me and the 
things that I do, is it apparent that all I do is done with the help of my God? 

Dear God, may my enemies see Your power and Your might flowing through me. May 
I rest in Your strength and Your love flowing through me. May those who oppose You 
lose their confidence when they see Your work in my life and may it reveal You and 
Your love. Amen. 

Worshiped Nehemiah 8-9 

Saturday,  October  6 ,  2018  

October 1 - 6, 2018 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  October  1 ,  2018  

Tuesday,  October  2 ,  2018  

Prayed Nehemiah 2-3 

The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I 
answered the king... Nehemiah 2:4-5a 

Nehemiah is a man of prayer. He had been praying for months that God would hear 
his prayer and would respond according to His promise. Even as he waited for the 
answer to his prayer, he became sorrowful thinking about the city of Jerusalem. The 
king noticed the sadness and asked this trusted servant why he was sad. Nehemiah 
could have answered the king with the plan that he had in mind, but he did something 
first that revealed exactly who this man is. Before he answered, he prayed. He knew 
that he would need the hand of the LORD to be on him if he were to receive what he 
needed, so he sought the LORD and the LORD moved in the king’s heart. Cyril J. 
Barber has said, “The self-sufficient do not pray; they merely talk to themselves. The 
self-satisfied will not pray; they have no knowledge of their need. The self-righteous 
cannot pray; they have no basis on which to approach God.” Nehemiah was neither 
self-sufficient, self-satisfied, nor self-righteous. He knew that everything depended on 
God and His hand of blessing. He knew his need and was ready to humble himself 
before God to ask before he spoke. How often I find myself jumping in and then 
calling out to God. As I learn to trust in Him alone, I am far more likely to ask Him 
which way we are going before I take my first step. 

Dear God, thank you for the example of this great leader who knew that You should 
be sought first. Help me learn that I need You for every step of my life. Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  October  3 ,  2018  

Thursday,  October  4 ,  2018  
Angry Nehemiah 4-5 
When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry.  Nehemiah 5:6 

There is a time for righteous anger. Nehemiah has been diligent in his mission and he 
has led the people well. From the third day after he arrived in Jerusalem, the 
rebuilding of the wall has gone on nonstop—with the exception of the small interval 
of time when it seemed there would be a hostile enemy attack. The people have been 
working from dawn until the stars came out every day. They have endured opposition 
from without and Nehemiah took it in stride and took the steps needed to withstand 
the opposition. But then came the opposition from within. There were very rich Jews 
and very poor Jews and, in the midst of this great project, the rich were exploiting the 
poor, causing them even more pain. The opposition from without did not anger 
Nehemiah, but the opposition from within did. These Jews had broken the Law and 
they knew it. They had exploited their brothers, causing them to lose everything and 
even lose their children into slavery. These are more than likely the same ones who 
had taken the resources sent to rebuild the city and used them to panel their own 
homes (Haggai 1:3). Nehemiah is rightfully angry. There is important work for the 
LORD that cannot be done because of the opposition of people who claim the name 
of the LORD. This must be corrected immediately. 

Dear Lord, help me never take any actions that may oppose the work You are trying to 
do through Your people. Please guard me from any exploitation or greed. Amen. 


