Friday, May 18, 2018
Revealed

Deuteronomy 28-29

“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”
Deuteronomy 29:29
The covenant is being renewed. As I read these two chapters, I am overwhelmed with
the contrast between the consequences of obedience and those of disobedience. God
makes it clear that there are severe consequences that await those who will disobey. It
is a graphic depiction of the vile things that will occur to those who turn from God.
God tells them to keep themselves clear from any other god. His heart is not to bring
the curses rebellion will demand. His heart and passion is to bring blessing upon His
chosen ones. He longs to shower them with all good things (see James 1:17). But His
holiness will not allow Him to bless the unholy. His righteousness will require
discipline. Future generations will reap the fulfillment of the curses. Even in what
seems to be an exhaustive account of the curses and blessings, there are still secret
things that belong to the LORD. His ways are higher than our ways (Isaiah 58:9).
But—there are so many things that He has revealed about who He is and what He
requires. The things He has revealed to the Israelites belong to them forever so that
they can follow and avoid the curses. I see in this that the revealed things in Scripture
belong to us. They are, in many ways, a gift for us, to hold us and our children.

Saturday, May 19, 2018
Forsake

Deuteronomy 30-31

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them for the
LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Deuteronomy 31:6

Dear Father, how I love You. You are indeed my life. Keep me from being afraid of the
tempest around me. Help me stand firm in my love for You. Amen.
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Deuteronomy 20-21
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Remember

Deuteronomy 24-25
Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from
there. That is why I command you to do this.
Deuteronomy 24:18
Five times in Deuteronomy, Moses reminds the Israelites to remember that they were
slaves in Egypt and that this is why God commands these things (5:15, 15:15, 16:12,
24:18, 22). This is the next generation. They were children in Egypt or not yet born
when the nation was redeemed. So, how could they remember? The only way they
could remember is by being told and reminded. God does that often. Passover is an
annual reminder. Sabbath is a weekly reminder (5:15)!! The very worship they
brought to the LORD contained reminders of His redemption. When they understood
that they were redeemed not because they were so good but because of God’s love
for them, then they would follow His commands to reveal that same love to others.
They would keep His commands out of love for Him. How quickly I can forget the
magnificence of my redemption. How quickly I can consider myself as having been
set free for me. This verse reminds me that God has redeemed me for Himself and for
His purposes. I have been bought with a price and I am not my own (1 Cor. 6:19-20).
Only as I remember carefully and prayerfully His redemption of me from my
helplessness, can I extend the grace and mercy to others that God has extended to me
in all its fullness.
Dear God, help me remember my redemption and then help me live out of the
freedom that has been given to me by extending that same grace to those around me.
Amen.
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Worship

Deuteronomy 26-27

“You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his
ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him.
And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession
as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that he
will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that
you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.”
Deuteronomy 26:17-19
Here is a picture of worship. Once again, the people are declaring their allegiance to
God and, once again, He affirms His love for His treasured possession. This is as it
should be. In this moment, there is a special commitment being made by the people
of Israel. I believe that it is sincere and true. There is great love for God and great
resolve to live for Him and follow His commands, so as to be a people holy and set
apart for Him. As I come to worship God, I must remember that it begins with Him.
My obedience to Him is what lets the world see that I have been set apart by Him for
Him. All I have is His and He is mine. Amen.
Dear LORD, how many times have I offered vows to You mindlessly, without any
intention of fulfilling them? In many ways, I offer them so I can feel better about
myself. Please forgive me for these times and lead me to have a heart that longs to
fulfill the vows I make to You. Amen.

O Lord, if only my declarations were as flawless as Yours are. Help the words of my
mouth to declare the depth of my heart. I worship You, O LORD, my God. Amen.

